


























NORTH CAROLINA INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION 

I.C. NO. TA-032531, SHUTING WANG, Individually and Administrator of the Estate of

ZIJIE YAN, Plaintiffs v. STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA and UNIVERSITY OF NORTH

CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL, Defendant.

I.C. NO. TA-032532, , Minor, by KEVIN BUNN, as Guardian ad Litem,

Plaintiff v. STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA and UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA

AT CHAPEL HILL, Defendant.

I.C. NO. TA-032533, , Minor, by KEVIN BUNN, as Guardian ad Litem,

Plaintiff v. STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA and UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA

AT CHAPEL HILL, Defendant.

ORDER APPROVING SETTLEMENT PURSUANT TO N.C. GEN. STAT. § 143-295 by 

WANDA BLANCHE TAYLOR, Commissioner. 

Filed: May 8, 2025

A duly-executed Release of Tort Claim has been submitted by the parties for the 

undersigned’s consideration. 

A P P E A R A N C E S 

Plaintiffs: Abrams & Abrams, P.A., Raleigh, North Carolina, Doug Abrams, 

Counsel of Record for Shuting Wang, Individually and as 

Administrator of the Estate of Zijie Yan. 

Lennon, Camak and Bertics, PLLC, Raleigh, North Carolina, Michael 

Bertics, Counsel of Record for Minors  and . 

Kevin Bunn, Cary, North Carolina, Guardian ad Litem to Minors  

 and . 

Defendant: Department of Justice, Raleigh, North Carolina; Special Deputy 

Attorney General Elizabeth B. Jenkins, Counsel of Record.   

* * * * * * * * * * *

This cause comes before the undersigned pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 143‑291 and 

143-295 for an order approving the settlement between Plaintiffs and Defendants and directing

disbursement of settlement proceeds, pursuant to the terms contained in the parties’ Form T-3 

settlement agreement and other documentation submitted, including Plaintiffs’ Forms T-1, the 
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Affidavit of Shuting Wang with exhibits, the Affidavit of Kevin Bunn, and a Byrd Settlements 

funding letter (the “Settlement Documents”).   

The Industrial Commission has considered the Settlement Documents.  The Industrial 

Commission finds the basic facts to be as set out in the Settlement Documents.  The Industrial 

Commission, having made due inquiry into all the facts and circumstances of the case, concludes 

as follows: 

1. The settlement in the amount of $750,000.00 (SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY

THOUSAND DOLLARS) reached by the Parties as set forth in the Settlement Agreement is fair, 

reasonable, just and in the best interest of minors  and , and Shuting 

Wang, individually and as Administrator of the Estate of Zijie Yan, and should be approved.   

2. Plaintiffs’ attorneys have rendered valuable legal services in the preparation,

prosecution and settlement of this claim, and these attorneys are entitled to reasonable and just 

compensation for legal services rendered.  Their contingency fee of 20% should be approved.  

The 20% fee is to be divided: 50% to Abrams & Abrams, P.A. and 50% to Lennon, Camak and 

Bertics, PLLC. 

3. After payment of attorneys’ fees and costs and expenses, the remainder of the

settlement in the amount of $600,000.00 (SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS) shall be 

paid, pursuant to the provisions of N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 143‑291 and 143-295 as follows: 

a. The amount of $200,000.00 (TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND

DOLLARS) to Shuting Wang as spouse; 

b. The amount of $200,000.00 (TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND

DOLLARS)  paid directly to MetLife Assignment Company, Inc. shall be used to 

purchase a Structured Settlement Annuity for the benefit of  the minor 
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child of decedent with terms of the structure described in the addendum to the 

release; and 

c. The amount of $200,000.00 (TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND 

DOLLARS) paid directly to MetLife Assignment Company, Inc. shall be used to 

purchase a Structured Settlement Annuity for the benefit of  the 

minor child of decedent with terms of the structure described in the addendum to 

the release. 

 4. The Guardian ad Litem has rendered actual services including at least 50.75 hours 

in representation of the minor Plaintiffs. A fee in the amount $325.00 per hour, totaling 

$16,493.00 (SIXTEEN THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED NINETY-THREE DOLLARS) is 

reasonable compensation for these services and should be assessed as costs, pursuant to 11 

NCAC 23B .0203. 

It is, therefore, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED:   

1. The Parties’ settlement as set out in the Form T-3 Settlement Agreement attached 

to this order, is approved. 

2. Plaintiffs’ counsel fees based on a 20% contingency of the total recovery is 

approved and shall be paid directly by defendant to counsel, $75,000.00 (SEVENTY-FIVE 

THOUSAND DOLLARS) to Abrams & Abrams, P.A. and $75,000.00 (SEVENTY-FIVE 

THOUSAND DOLLARS) to Lennon, Camak and Bertics, PLLC. 

3. The amount of $200,000.00 (TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS) shall 

be paid directly to Shuting Wang, wife of Decedent Zijie Yan. 

4.  The amount of $200,000.00 (TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS) paid 

directly to MetLife Assignment Company, Inc. shall be used to purchase a Structured Settlement 
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Annuity for the benefit of the minor child of decedent,  with terms of the structure 

described in the addendum to the release.  

5. The amount of $200,000.00 (TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS) paid 

directly to MetLife Assignment Company, Inc. shall be used to purchase a Structured Settlement 

Annuity for the benefit of the minor child of decedent,  with terms of the structure 

described in the addendum to the release 

6. The amount of $16,493.00 (SIXTEEN THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED 

NINETY-THREE DOLLARS) shall be paid by defendants separately and directly to Kevin 

Bunn, Attorney at Law, PC, as compensation for services as Guardian ad Litem. 

 

s/Taylor, C.   













































 

 

NORTH CAROLINA INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION 
I.C. FILE NUMBER TA-032531 

 
SHUTING WANG, Individually and as  ) 
Administrator of the ESTATE OF ZIJIE ) 
YAN,      ) 
      ) 
  Plaintiff,   ) 
      ) 
v.      ) 
      ) 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA and ) 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA ) 
AT CHAPEL HILL,    ) 
      ) 
  Defendants.   ) 
 

NOTICE OF VOLUNTARY DISMISSAL 
 

 Plaintiff gives notice of voluntary dismissal with prejudice as to all Defendants in 
this matter. 
 
 This the 26th day of June, 2025. 
 
       ABRAMS & ABRAMS, P.A. 
 
       /s/ Douglas B. Abrams   
       Douglas B. Abrams, State Bar No. 8621 
       1526 Glenwood Avenue 
       Raleigh, NC  27608    
       Telephone:  (919) 755-9166 
       Facsimile:  (919) 755-9396 
       dabrams@abramslawfirm.com 
 
       Counsel for Plaintiff 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I certify that I have served the forgoing NOTICE OF VOLUNTARY DISMISSAL 
upon each of the parties in this lawsuit by email to: 
 
Elizabeth B. Jenkins 
Special Deputy Attorney General 
ejenkins@ncdoj.gov 
Counsel for Defendants 
 
Michael Bertics 
mwb@ncdisability.com 
Counsel for  and  
 
Kevin Bunn 

 
Guardian ad Litem for Minors  and  
 
 This the 26th day of June, 2025. 
 

ABRAMS & ABRAMS, P.A. 
 
       /s/ Douglas B. Abrams   
       Douglas B. Abrams, State Bar No. 8621 
       1526 Glenwood Avenue 
       Raleigh, NC  27608    
       Telephone:  (919) 755-9166 
       Facsimile:  (919) 755-9396 
       dabrams@abramslawfirm.com 
 
       Counsel for Plaintiff 
 
 
 
 
 
 




