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A Statement from the Rainbow PUSH Coalition on Jussie Smollett

The Rainbow PUSH Caoalition is an international human rights/civil rights organization that is
committed to advancing the human rights of all people. When we first heard of Jussie Smollett’s
crisis, we reached out to him and “Empire” to see if we could be helpful. Jussie met with us and
has given of himself to our organization and the movement for social justice.

We have members and supporters across the country and around the world. Many of our members
and supporters give of themselves and their time to help achieve the goals of the organization.
Jussie is a member of our organization. He, like many other members, has given of his time and
talent and continues to do so. During this period of disruption to his life and livelihood, Jussie has
spent time here helping to advance this important work. There was no court-ordered community
service here.

Media questions about the rationale for dismissing the charges against Jussie are best directed to
his counsel and the Office of the State’s Attorney. The prosecutors’ decision to dismiss the
charges are the prosecutors alone, and Jussie should not be the one to defend the decision. He has
maintained his innocence from the very beginning.

At a time when our city is wrestling with excessive violence and unsolved homicides our resources
and energies should be focused there. Any further questions about Jussie Smollett’s case should be
directed to his lawyer.

We will continue to reach out to the challenges in our community. We will not stop until there is
peace and justice for all.
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Rainbow PUSH Coalition is a multi-racial, multi-issue, progressive, international organization thatwas formed in December 1996 by the
Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. through merging of two organizations he founded Operation PUSH People United to Serve Humanity (estab.
1971) and the Rainbow Coalition (estab. 1984). With headquarters in Chicago and offices in Washington, D.C., Atlanta, Detroit, Houston, Los
Angeles, New York and Oakland, the organization works to make the American Dream a realityfor all citizens while advocating for peace and
justice around the world. RPC is dedicated to improvingthe lives of all people by serving as a voice for the voiceless. Its mission is to protect,
defend and gaincivil rights by leveling the economic and educational playing fields while promoting peace and justice around the world.

Get Informed & Be Social with PUSH!
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@RPCoalition Facebook Instagram @Rev))ackson

Keep up with Rev. Jackson and the work of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition at www.rainbowpush.org.
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