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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CRIMINAL DIVISION

- PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS,

Plaintiff,

)
)
)
)
v. ) No.17CR4286
)
JASON VAN DYKE, )

)

)

Defendant.

SENTENCING MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF MITIGATION

Now comes the defendant, Jason Van Dyke, by and through his attorneys, who present
the following sentencing memorandum in support of mitigation, and states as follows:

The llinois Constitution requires that “[a]ll penalties shall be determined both according
to the seriousness of the offense and with the objective of restoring the offender to useful
citizenship.” T1l. Const. 1970, art. I, § 11. This provision mandates that every sentence take into
account the objective of restoring the offender to useful citizenship requires not only that a trial
judge acknowledge the mitigating factors in pronouncing a sentence, but that the sentence reflect
that the judge acted on those as an objective of that sentence. People v. Gibbs, 49 111, App. 3d
644, 648, 364 N.E.2d 491 (1st Dist. 1977). Section 5-5-3.1(a) of the Unified Code of
Corrections lists various factors that “shall be accorded weight in favor of withholding or
minimizing a sentence of imprisonment.” 730 ILCS 5/5-5-3.1(a). The 1anguage of Section 5-5-
3.1(a) is mandatory and a sentencing court “‘may not refuse to consider relevant evidence
presented in mitigation.”” People v. Calhoun, 404 111 App.3d 362, 386 (2010) (quoting People v.
Heinz, 391 TILApp.3d 854, 865 (2009).

In enacting the Second-Degree Murder Statute and setting penalties for its violation, the

Tltinois legislature recognized that a range of circumstances might arise that could result in a




defendant being convicted of Second-degree Murder. As a result, the legislature classified itas a
Class 1 offense, carrying a penitentiary sentencing range of 4-20 years. The legislature also
determined that a person convicted of Second-Degree Murder could receive a sentence of
Probation or Conditional Discharge. 720 ILCS 5/9-2 and 730 ILCS 5/5-5-3(c)(2). See also
People v. Daly, 2014 IL App (4th) 140624 (No. 4-14-0624, 12/1/14) (holding that the Unified
Code creates a presumption in favor of probation and section 5-6-1(a) of the Unified Code
requires a sentence of probation unless the court finds a prison sentence is necessary for the
protection of the public or if probation would deprecate the seriousness of the offendet’s
conduct).

If this Court sentences him on the offense of Second-Degree Murder, Jason should be
sentenced to a period of probation. If this Court sentences Jason on the aggravated battery
counts, this Court should impose the minimum statutory term of imprisonment required. Jason’s
background, history, and character support these requests. Jason is presently 40 years old and
married with two daughters. He has no criminal record of any kind and he has a good
educational, professional and employment background. See Exhibit 1, summary of awards.
These factors are all “proper considerations in the assessment of the penalty to be imposed in a
criminal case.” People v. Cannon, 49 111.2d 162, 167 (1971). Additionally, a substantial number
of statutory factors in mitigation support a term of probation or the minimum sentence required:

1. Jason acted under a strong provocation. 730 ILCS 5/5-5-3.1(a)(1).

9. There are substantial grounds tending to excuse or justify Jason’s conduct, though

failing to establish a defense Id. at (a)(2). Here, the jury found that Jason believed he
acted in self-defense, but that his belief was unreasonable. Although the jury decided

Jason acted unreasonably, Mr. McDonald is not blameless in the incident. His PCP-



fueled crime spree included a number of offenses, some forcible felonies, such as
burglary, attempt murder, aggravated assault and criminal damage to state supported
property. Mr. McDonald set everything in motion on QOctober 20, 2014 as he
attempted to flee from a lawful arrest for those offenses and repeatedly refused to
comply with lawful police commands to drop the knife.

_ Jason’s criminal conduct was induced or facilitated by Mr. McDonald. /d. at (a)(3).
Jason did not instigate this incident, he merely responded to a call for help. As state
above, Mr. McDonald’s own conduct set this incident in motion.

_ Tason has no criminal activity and has led a law-abiding life. Id. at (a)(4).

. Jason’s offense was the result of circumstances that will not recur. 1d. at (a)(5). Jason
no longer is a police officer and he will never serve in any law enforcement capacity

as a result of this matter.

. Jason’s character and attitude indicate that he is unlikely to commit another crime. Id.

at (a)(5).

. Jason is particularly likely to comply with the terms of a period of probation. /d. at

(a)(6).

. The imprisonment of Jason would entail excessive hardship on his family. /d. at

@)(7)-

Jason enjoys the support of members of the community, as evidenced by letters of

support, attached hereto as Group Exhibit 2. Group Exhibit 2 consists of letters submitted on

Jason’s behalf, asking for leniency, many from writers Jason does not personally know. These

letters demonstrate the strong community support for Jason. It also consists of letters written by

Jason’s family, friends, coworkers and neighbors. These letters provide some of the most



humanizing accounts of Jason and serve as a reminder that Jason is a loving father, husband, son,

and friend. The following excerpts come from letters submitted by J ason’s family on hlS behall:

1.

“The day of his verdict not only was my heart ripped out of my chest, but he wouldn’t be
there for my seventeenth birthday which made me fall into a depression... I want you to
get to know the real Jason Van Dyke. I know who he really is and not what the public has
portrayed him to be as well as the media or any news source. The last time 1 hugged my
dad or gave him a kiss goodbye was on October 5, 2018. Now I touch his hand through a
piece of dirty glass and speak through a phone where the connection breaks in and out
[of]... I have no appetite, I do not sleep at night due to nightmares and erying because I
wonder if my dad has pillows or blankets or has eaten before going to bed. I do not have
the energy to do homework see the friends I have or enjoy the sports I was in. IfT do sleep
it is because I cry myself to sleep wondering why this world is backwards. My dad is like
any other regular man out there in this world, but one billion times better. He is my hero,
my shoulder to ¢ry on, my mentor... waking up knowing he isn’t here or when he will
come home kills me... it’s time to bring my dad home. It’s time for him to see my sister
graduate eighth grade and watch me graduate high school. It’s time for him to hug and
Kiss his wife and protect his family. Bring my dad home. Please. Stop the crying and the
pain and give my dad leniency...Bring him home.”

“My husband knew the life of a police officer wasn’t going to be an easy one, but he was
up for the challenge, he wanted to make a difference. e was one of a select few Chicago
Police Officers chosen to work for former President Barak Obama’s inaugural security
detail when he won his second term. Jason is a very kind, gentle, soft-spoken man. He is
compassionate, considerate and courageous. My family has suffered more than I can even
put into words. My daughters had their father ripped away from them to possibly ever be
able to hold each other again. My children do not sleep or eat right. They feel guilty when
they are bullied at school and he cannot come to their rescue. I have been left to tend to
two children on my own. I want fo be able to bold my husband, kiss him goodnight and
grow old together. There are no words to express such a feeling of loss I have. My husband
was convicted by the court of public opinion a long time ago, way before the trial. We’re
afraid to give anyone our name, our daughters have endured more pain than any child
should ever have to face. My husband hasn’t been able o get a good job nor will he ever
in the future. Jason will never be a police officer again. Not only Jason, but ail of us, have
been punished enough. Please find it in your heart to consider the punishment already
endured by him that will continue for the rest of his life. There was no malice, ill intent,
or hatred on that fateful night when my husband was faced with the split second decision.
He believed he was making the right choice that night.”

“[ am twelve years old and I know about what is happening to my dad. T have been bullied
at school about what happened. Kids come up to me and say that my dad is a murderer.
That hurts so much when people say that to me. I have had nightmares and trouble sleeping
because my dad might have to go away for a long time. I can’t concentrate at school
because of what is happening to him. My dad loves me and my sister and mom and is a
kind person. I love my dad more than words can say. I do not want my dad to go away



for doing his job. We have already been affected so much. My dad used to love to go out
in public with me and my sister and after this happened he doesn’t come out with us much.
If he does he is always changing how he looks so that no one can recognize him so that we
do not get hurt because people do not like what he did. My dad would never let anything
happen to us. He takes me to my dance classes and baskeiball games. We go to church
together and pray together. We like to help Sister Maria Paulina in our church. My dad
is my everything I want him to see me grow up and do well in school and make him proud.
My dad and my family are really hurting and 1 think that we have hurt enough. I beg of
you to think of my sister and I when you make your decision. Ineed my dad in my life.”

“Jason. is not the person that was described by the prosecutor.. Jason was chosen to join
the TRU UNIT of the Chicago police department, was one of the officers that went to
Washington DC to represent Chicago on the security detail for President Obama’s second
term, and also sent to bomb school in New Mexico. 1 don’t believe you go this far in the
police department on luck, one must have an understanding of the values of a good
policeman. As I stand behind my son, as my father stood behind me, as his father stood
behind him, as your parents stood behind you, I hope you {ind some compassion in this

case.”

“Jagon is a family man who loves and adores his family. His pride in his daughter’s shines
as he listens to them recount their day. Nothing makes him happier. He is a believer in
God, in truth, in justice. I think about this every moment of every day. My joy suffers, but
I know my son. He is a good man with a good heart.”

“Jason played a big role in serving his community and strived to make Chicago a safer
place for everyone. Now, he’s lost almost everything he worked so hard to obtain in the
blink of an eye. I ask you to consider everyt ing he has lost...my brother is now a
convicted felon, I ask you to grant him probation. If Jason goes to prison it will have a
tragic outcome for his immediate family, who will lose everything they have. Jason has
Jost family, friends and co-workers...he avoids going out in public, and worries about his

wife and kids® safety.”

“Jason is not a trigger-happy cop that people like to call him. Ie had to walk into the court
everyday with people shouting at him calling him horrible names and wearing a bulletproof
vest. He did not once respond to all the protesters who were there to harass him. Jason is
the bravest man I will ever know. I hope you understand that Jason is the kind of person
around whom people rally...please lot that be a factor in your decision.”

“] {ruly believe that Jason has suffered extensively for his actions. He has lost credibility
in the public eye. A heavy sentence will serve asa tremendous hardship for his wife who
will bear the responsibility of raising two children by herself. I ask for leniency because
of the significant difficulties that will be faced by his family, who themselves are blameless

in this tragedy.”

“Jagson lived his private life a very kind and loving person, Always compassionate, polite
and completely supportive of others. One event that should give you a window on what



10.

11.

12.

kind of a man Jason really is was when President Obama was pursuing his second
inauguration and Jason was selected to be a part of the police security detail. As Jason
continues his debt to society, please remember that he still has a tremendous character of
selfless service to his community and strong potential to quickly return as a productive

member upon return.”

“Not long after the indictment, we brought Christmas gifts for the family and found Jason
alone with the girls baking cookjes. A harsh sentence for Jason will punish not only him
but his entire family. Jason has suffered over the past four years shedding many tears.
Jason has lost his career and reputation. He is not a threat to society. We as the court to
consider probation or electronic monitoring so that the girls may be spared further
punishment, We are so proud to be Jason’s cousins.”

“We sincerely hope that you will see fit to suspend his sentence or at the very least suspend
the 16 counts of aggravated battery.”

“Police officers are constantly being tested and pushed to limits that would be beyond the
average citizens abilities to stay calm and focused. As an officer, Jason has continually
received commendations for exemplary service. Jason didn’t act out of malice; he was only
acting out of duty. I ask that you consider his record of service and the past conduct of
Officer Van Dyke. Iis career is over, at least let him get back to his family and on with
his life. 1 ask that his sentence be probation and time served.”

The following excerpts come from letters written by members of the Chicago police

department who did not personally know Jason:

13.

4.

15.

16.

17.

“Please find it in your heart to show mercy on our fellow brother in blue...I’ve been in
several OIS, (officer involved shootings) 1 sympathize with Officer Van Dyke. 1 feel for
his children and his wife. T respectfully ask you Sir, to simply have mercy.”

[ have never met Jason, but being a Chicago Police Officer, I do know how hard this job
can be. It is horribly difficult to make split second decisions for the safety of yourself and
your sisters and brothers in blue. Please look upon Jason with a kind heart.”

“[ am requesting leniency for Jason Van Dyke...Please be lenient in the sentencing.”

“Please remember the siress and everyday experience he lived through. He is not Col.
Kurtz or the racist killer made out in the media. See the man for who he is and what he

tried to do to protect the city.”

“This letter is in regard to Jason Van Dyke. | am asking the court to please consider Jason’s
family and his commitment to the City of Chicago and keeping its citizens safe. Please

show mercy.”




18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

«“Please consider leniency for Officer Jason Van Dyke. Things look much different when
you walk in the shoes of a policeman.”

“Tn this day of all the violence on the streets, it’s hard to know what to do. I don’t think
the policeman went to work that day with malice intent. It's a tough job and I know because
I’ve been a Chicago cop for 30 yeats before I retired. Please have some mercy for him and

his family.”

«] watched the video through the lens of a veteran police officer and what T observed was
a reactionary decision that erupted as the result of responding to hundreds of stressful and
highly charged calls for service that an officer handles on a daily basis. This incident has
changed the landscape of law enforcement across the country but we, as police officers,
are human and have the same fears as many of the citizens we nobly serve. A bulletproof
vest, loaded gun, badge and 6 months of training in the police academy do not make us
impervious to the world in which we currently live in. Many bave had the privilege to
judge Jason Van Dykes actions with the benefit of hindsight from the comfort and safety
of their home. This, in my opinion, is completely unfair. I am hoping you will be
compassionate. This decision will not only have a profound effect on Jason Van Dyke and
his family but with the future of law enforcement officers across the country.”

“Our goals are not monetary but because of compassion for the innocent. We spend our
careers in the most depressed areas of the city. We see the murder of children and the
elderly, the decomposing bodies of the innocent, the rape and beating of innocent women
and children, the sexual and physical abuse of the innocent child, the armed robberies of
citizens who just try to make it through life. The destruction of life. The effects to the
normal human being who observes these heinous acts are beyond repair. 1 ask that you
show compassion for this officer in him doing the job he believed was right and justified

according to the law.”

“I do not believe he reported to roll call that evening with the enthusiasm to inflict serious
injury or death. I’m certain the years since the incident, leading up to the verdict, have

been tumultuous for him and his family.”

“['ye testified before you in the past and always found you to be a fair and honest judge.
I hope you can forego public pressure and consider leniency.”

“He has to live with what happened for the rest of his life, it is punishment enough. Please
show mercy.”

“He made a decision that all police officers fear, and it ultimately ruined his life.”

“This was a situation that any police officer could face any day, unfortunately his decision
has ruined his life, and the life of his family, which is truly unfair.”

“As a fellow policeman and father of 3 children, I am asking that you use some compassion
and be lenient in your sentencing of former Officer Jason Van Dyke.”




28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

«“We would ask for leniency when sentencing our fellow brother in blue. I have 18 years
on this great job and could honestly say that making decisions like the ones we do every
day would leave most people standing still. Just try and remember that even good people
can make decisions that result in a similar result.”

“Please show mercy.”

“This individual had to be taken out for the safety of all on the street that night. There
have not been charges of OFFICIAL MISCONDUCT, in this and as such this matter calls
for leniency in sentence. I pray that your heart will guide you in process of sentence.”

“] know it is your responsibility to consider a fair sentence. Jason Van Dyke led a crime
free life and chose to join the Chicago Police Department to protect others from criminals.
His split second judgment on one night was deemed criminal. But if not for putting himself
in between the public and the criminal element in our society he would not have been in
the position to make that split second decision. T hope you realize the potential for him to
lead a full and productive life with his family. I hope that you give him that opportunity.”

“In my opinion Jason Van Dyke thought that the offender would comply with the verbal
direction and at some point, was in fear of death or great bodily harm to himself or others.”

“Any one of us could make a split second decision that might later be judged wrong.”

“We all have to make instant decisions on this job. Anyone can be put in a life or death
situation at any time,”

“Many officers including the officers who observed McDonald with a knife refusing police
orders did not take police action and attempted to justify it in court during their testimony.
Officer Van Dyke followed his training which I went through. The fear for our freedom,
our livelihoods and the fear of the effects on our families prevented the assisting officers
from doing what was required by the law of our free country. Officer Van Dyke despite
the fears of other police officers did what he believed was right in the eyes of the law.
Officer Van Dyke believed he needed to act quickly in this situation that lasted what seems

like a lifetime in a police officer’s mind.”

The following are excerpts from letters submitted on Jason’s behalf, by members of the

Chicago police department who personally know him:

36.

37.

“Society receives the police it seeks. God help the people.

“Jason has been vilified and demonized by the media and others. Jason maintained a
wonderful disposition and positive outlook during an extremely difficult time in his life
and it was an inspiration to all who met him, Jason spent many years fajthfully serving the
citizens of Chicago as a police officer. To devalue all of these years of police work based




38.

39.

40.

41.

42,

43,

on one incident would be a disservice to Officer Van Dyke and all of the countless people
he helped throughout his career. Jason is a seifless person and a man of great faith. He
and his family have received numerous threats of violence against them and he offered a
feeling of safety and steadfastness to his children and wife. The action he has taken fo
provide for the financial and physical security for his family can only be described as
herculean. His values exemplify a person who is worthy of the leniency of this court and
sentencing that reflects his worth to his colleagues, friends, and most importantly, his

family.

“Jason is a good man. The situation in front of you is life changing. Life changing for
Jason Van Dyke and for his entire family. Only you have the ability to save what is left of
this tightknit family. T ask for special consideration so that this man can get home to begin
the process of putting together the shattered pieces of his life. There is s much rebuilding

needed for the Van Dyke family.

“I have laughed and cried with Jason in the last four years. The man I know isnota racist,
not a murderer and definitely is a good man, As Jason was taken into custody I watched
his father standing there watching as tears rolled down his face. I thought that if Laquan
McDonald had a man like that in his life what a difference it would have made. I ask you
to take all the good he has done and factor in to your decision. May justice be tempered

with mercy.”

« worked with Jason as a police officer. Ie was and is in my mind a good man and a good
citizen. Not a mean bone in his body. Jason is a family man. Had a happy family
atmosphere with his wife and 2 young daughters. That is now changed forever. I pray and
am asking for leniency for this man. He’s NOT a murderer. He made a decision;
right/wrong but HE...was the only officer that evening that tried to do something. I pray
you give Jason a fair sentence. Jason’s wife and children and extended family and friends
ave victims too!! Jason should not have to pay a huge price because of misdeeds from other
officers or other perceived issues the Chicago police depariment has.”

“While working together Jason was dependable and good-natured. He was committed to
help serve the citizens of Chicago to the best of his ability. I hope that the positive impact
that Jason has had on his family, friends and community will be taken into consideration.”

« worked with Jason. I know the Jason that was a hard working patrolman who was an
honest and straightforward type of man when dealing with the public. I know the Jason
that would on occasion give part of his lunch to the homeless person or pay for an item at
a local store for the kids waiting in line. I also know the family man that worked tirelessly
at several jobs to provide for his family so Tiffany could be at home and raise the girls.
Jason has led a crime free life and does not pose a threat to society. Ilknow the Jason that
went out every night and did his job and did it right. T hope that you can provide Jason

with a speedy but fair sentencing.”

“I had the pleasure of working with Jason when he was new on the job. e is no different
than me. s is not a racist, nor is he a murderer. Heisa regular guy who went to work to




44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49,

50.

51.

52.

provide for his family. The last time I saw Jason he was working as a janitor in the
basement of the FOP while awaiting trial. T could see he was a beaten man. It looked as
if he hadn’t slept in months. He has served a very rough sentence already. This man will
never be a police officer or carry a weapon again. I ask that you have mercy on Jason. The
maniras of the police academy that were beat info our heads were ‘shoot until the threat is
climinated’ and “better to be judged by 12 than carried by 6.’Let this man and his family
find peace and attempt to reassemble their lives as best they can.”

“[ worked with Jason for three years. We worked in various high crime areas of the city
and I observed him acting responsibly and professionally time and again. I know him as a
hard working police officer, but more importantly a good husband and great father to his
girls. 1 hope you can find it in your heart to remember his family when you decide his fate.
He’s a good man who had a bad encounter with an offender., His wife and daughters have
suffered so much already, and they obviously weren’t even there that night. Please give

them the possibility of being a family again.”

“T learned how important his family was to him and why he lived near his mother and
father. Not once did I hear an unkind word spoken by Jason about anyone he encountered
while working. He always seemed like a nice guy, not hardened like some officers I've
met working the streets for many years. 1 believe Jason acted accordingly to the way he
was trained, the way I trained other officers in use of force. There will be no benefit fo
society to send Jason to prison. Putting a policeman in prison for acting on how he was

trained is not solving anything.”

“I know Jason personally, sleepless nights, PTSD, missing family functions, changed
forever is what this job does for you. We saved many lives without regard for ours. Iask
you to be kind in sentencing Jason and have mercy on him-and his family’s pain.”

“T ask for leniency be granted in Jason’s case for Tiffany’s well-being as T know she has

struggled to provide for their two daughters.”
“Tn a split second decision, all of their lives have been uprooted.”

“Jason is a good man who was doing his job. Jason has two daughters that need him to be
their father. Please have compassion for him during the sentencing. (First generation Irish,
parents from Galway, Treland. Member of St. Andrew’s Parish for lifetime.)”

<[ find him as a hardworking, honest, sincere family man, whom is God fearing, without
prejudice.”

“I am requesting leniency for Jason Van Dyke’s sentencing. As his homeroom instructor
he was very well mannered and considerate of others.”

“] am not writing as a fellow officer, but as a close friend. It has been hard to watch your
best friends suffer the way they have. But even though they were involved in the fight of
their life, they were still there for my family. In 2016 our family home was in foreclosure
and we had no idea where we were going fo live. “Without batting an eye, Jason told Tiffany

10




53.

54.

55.

that he wanted to help. They immediately opened up their home to ny family. We stayed
with them until we found our own place to move into. THAT is the real Jason Van Dyke
_ caring, compassionate, and always willing to help those in need. There have been times
that gitls won’t eat because they feel guilty eating a good meal because, as his oldest put
it, “‘How can I eat this when my dad is eating slop?” WE are fearful of the psychological
effects this will have on these young girls. We ask that you show some of the care and
compassion that Jason has shown to us and countless others in his life. Please be lenient

in your sentencing of this good man and friend.”

“Please impose only the minimum sentence upon Jason Van Dyke for a decision he made
in seconds, without the benefit of hindsight. We believe Jason deserves a second chance
to positively impact his family and our community.”

“[ wanted to let you know the kind of person Officer Van Dyke is. He is the person I want
on my side, the person I want fo be friends with, the person I depend on, the person I
worked with and the person that kept me and my family safe for many years. My
neighborhood became less safe the day Jason was charged with murder. When police
officers are at work protecting the City of Chicago, their citizens and tourists, we expect
our families and homes will be kept safe by our fellow Officers. Officer Jason Van Dyke
was doing his job, protecting the neighborhood I live in and making it safe for citizens of
Chicago and visitors to drive down our strects, exit the expressway, get a late night snack
from Burger King or Dunkin Donuts and make it to their destination without a knife
wielding assailant attacking them. It’s a job where decisions have to be made, and made
quickly because the safety of others DEPENDS on it. Jason followed the guidelines and
training that was pounded into us by the Chicago Police Department Training Academy.
I want you to know members of the Chicago Police Dept., retirees, police families and
entire communities support Jason and his family. Please lessen the pain for his young

daughters and show mercy.”

“Jason was an asset to the Chicago Police Department for 15 years. He was always a
professional in the handling of the citizens of the city of Chicago. I sincerely hope that you
can grant Jason leniency in your senfencing.”

The following are quotes from letters submitted on Jason’s behalf by members of the

community:

56.

57.

58.

“Would you please consider the least severe sentence to PO Van Dyke the law will provide.
He was on duty and it was not intentional. Consideration for family.”

“Sir please give consideration to Van Dyke family when giving sentence.”

«“please be lenient in your sentencing of PO Jason Van Dyke. Time served should be
sufficient. Mr. Van Dyke made a mistake and has already paid dearly.”

11




59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.
65.
66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.
72.

73.

«“Oyfficer Van Dyke served the city with distinction before the tragic shooting of Laquan
McDonald. Please show leniency.”

“Please find it in your heart to have mercy on PO Van Dyke.”

“T ask that you be lenient on the amount of time he will serve. This situation has an impact
on his family.” )

“ feel that Officer Van Dyke was acting on behalf of my safety and the safety of the rest -
of the Chicago community. Please be lenient in sentencing Officer Van Dyke. Chicago
needs police on the street who are willing to protect the citizens of Chicago at all costs.
Fven if it means putting their life on the line and losing gverything.”

“When considering the sentencing of Officer Jason Van Dyke, I ask you to think about the
man behind this horrible situation, the family he still has to support, and the many lives he
has touched along the way. Coming from & family with many officers in it, 1 ask that you

take his entire career into consideration.”

«please show leniency at sentencing for this officer.”

“Please let a great officer go.”

«“please consider a lenient sentence in regards to Jason Van Dyke. Thank you.”

«[ am asking for leniency for Jason Van Dyke as a first responder and a citizen of Chicago.
I can’t imagine what it is like for our police officers every day. It is a thankless job and
they deserve our support. 1live in a strong police, fire, and union ward where we vote for

those who support us. Thank you.”

“please take extepuating circumstances into consideration when sentencing Jason Van
Dyke. There but for the grace of God - etc.”

“] am asking for any consideration and leniency in the case of Jason Van Dyke.”

«We live in a time where being a police officer is harder and harder to do. They put
themselves out there for us in the line of fire and 1 believe we need to stand behind them.
[ can’t imagine what it’s like out there daily in this crazy world. 1 know many believe it
was excessive, but Jason didn’t go out there that day robbing or killing, he was protecting

us!”

«A little bit of leniency would be appreciated in the sentencing of Jason Van Dyke.”
“As a registered voter, I ask for your leniency for Jason Van Dyke.”

«please ask for leniency when considering a sentence for Jason Van Dyke.”
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75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

“Please consider leniency for Jason Van Dyke.”

“[ do come from a police family and I know many people who come from many
backgrounds and ethnic groups and they have all agreed that Jason is a good man. None
of us were there that night and we cannot offer an educated guess as to what went through
anyone’s mind that fateful evening. But we do know that Jason is not the monster being
portrayed by some. e is a dedicated family man and he is a respected man in his
neighborhood in Garfield Ridge. Thank you for taking the time to consider all requests of

leniency. We put our faith and trust in you.”

“] am the wife of a retired Chicago policeman and the mom of a Chicago firefighter. Our
son is a friend of Jason Van Dyke. I know Jason as a...man whose concerns have always
centered around his home life...his wife and two daughters. I'm sure you're aware of the
dangers and violence that confront our Chicago first responders nearly every day. I'm
hoping you will consider those obstacles when sentencing Jason. I pray for him and you

and all of us!”

“] gee one problem that all political administrations....and churches ignore. The
breakdown of the family...Who has to deal with the mess we have allowed him
(McDonald) to grow up in? The schools and the police. ..these problems have been shoved
off onto...teachers and the police...they are hired to teach and control...gangs. Parent’s
failures are now their burden. I do not sce the elected keepers of government, the laws,
and the purse strings, really doing anything about it. I have been watching for decades.
Can you do something about it? Speak to the problem? Consider this dangerous swamp
the teachers and police work in when sentencing Van Dyke. Willitbea better world if his

children grow up fatherless?”

“I am asking for leniency for Jason Van Dye. e was a good police officer. It is one of
the hardest jobs. Until someone walks in his shoes, they do not have the right to Judge.
Please consider his wife and children.”

“Please consider probation for Officer Jason Van Dyke. Astragic asit was, I do not believe
Laquan McDonald’s death was a murder.”

«“{hen a man loves his city, loves his family and loves his job, he protects on a daily basis.
I do not believe he should spend time in jail. .. He has lost his job and is about to be torn
from his family and his community unless you can find it in your heart to consider all of
this and show him understanding and humaneness. Hé was and is a good man.”

“A civilian does not understand what our men and women in Blue deal with believed was
his job thaf he was taught to do. He felt threat and he acted upon it. Just because the other
officers on the scene didn’t act did not mean Officer Van Dylke was not in fear for his life.
Take his job away, take his gun away, make him find a new profession to support his wife
and children but to put him into prison for doing what he perceived was doing his job he
was {rained to do is a misuse of Justice. Do not punish him and his family after he got up
day after day, put on his uniform and protected and served the city of Chicago with pride.
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83.
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85.

86.

87.

88.

89,

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

1 beg you to let him go home to his wife and children and not punish him by putting him
in the same prison as serial killers and 15 Degree premeditated murderers. It would be the
right thing to do to show our officers that we support them rather than let them hang out to

dry')B

“] appreciate the jury’s decision and respect it, but I am hoping for you to possibly show
mercy not only for Mr. Van Dyke but also for his wife and two daughters. The girls
desperately need their father as soon as you deem it appropriate. [ respect your
authoritative role.”

“He was doing what he was trained to do in a dangerous situation. He is there to protect
and serve people such as myself.”

“[ truly believe he was sincerely trying to do his job. I understand he was tried and found
guilty. T only ask that you please take this into consideration and give him a lenient

sentence.”

“Jason is a young man whose life is forever changed. 1implore to your judgment and heart
for leniency in sentencing.”

“Under the totality of the circumstances please consider an appropriate sentence. Thank

7

you.

“Please don’t play politics and be fair. Please show leniency.”

“[e was protecting our citizens.”

“Officer Van Dyke was doing a hard job. Look at his career in total and his life in total.
Be lenient in your decision please.”

“His wife and daughters have also felt the consequences of this verdict. With continuous
threats to them, their schools, residence and other family members, it’s going to be along
painful road for all. We are simply asking for leniency and show him and his family some

compassion.”
“Thank you for your service and commitment to uphold the law. Thope you can find mercy

for Jason and his family in this hard time for Chicago and Chicago’s police.”

“[ helieve Officer Van Dyke was a political sacrificial lamb. Please show mercy on him in
sentencing.”

“As g registered voter, taxpayer [ would like to voice my opinion as to the seniencing. He
was a police officer doing his job and I would like you to consider a light fair sentence.”

“Please use your heart and mind when giving officer Van Dyke his sentence. Take into
consideration his wife and children.”
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101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

“Please consider the actions of a police officer on duty.”

“Please use the same standard that is nsed with all accused with the same crimes in Cook
County.”

“Officers are people like all of us who make the most difficult decisions in a matter of
seconds not knowing that it will alter their lives forever. God Bless You.”

“] am begging you to show mercy and please consider his young family that need him at
home.”

“Jason is not a threat to anyone.”

“I would ask you to consider all mitigating factors to exercise leniency, heart and good
will towards a CPD officer who tried to protect the public and performed commendably

prior to that unfortunate event.”

“Chicago Police Officers have a tough job! We need them to keep our city safe. Officer
Van Dyke is an angel for our city...he should be home with his family!

“Yerry Farrell, M/315 1% Mar Div ICorps, Quang Nam Prov., Charlie Ridge, Arizona
Territory, QueSon Mountain USMC 1970: “Van Dyke was afraid like me and you were.

Please don’t bury him.”

“] am a voter, a civil servant and a human being. I am asking you to apply the same
standards to Officer Jason Van Dyke as you would to any first-time offender that appears
before you. It is within your purview fo sentence this Officer to supervision on the count
of Second Degree Murder, as the likelihood of recidivism is so remote. I have never seen
a single act broken into so many pieces, even in such a politically ad radically motivated

prosecution,”

“I am sympathetic to the family of the man that was killed but I also believe this would
have been avoided if he had listened and did what he was asked of him by the police.”

“Offenders high on drugs, cartying weapons, and disobeying the police orders are a threat
not only to the police but to the citizens of the city. We request you take all of this info
consideration at sentencing and be as lenient as possible. Itis always easy to second-guess
an event that is over. There is only an instant when a policeman must make a decision or
he may be the one lying dead in the street. We were residents of Chicago and due to
increased crime, poor treatment of the police, and other reasons, we have relocated.”

“The defendant was not out to harm or kill on the night of this tragic incident. He was
trying to protect Chicagoans as he was trained, provide for his family, and return home to
his family at the end of his shift.”

“[ truly believe the death of Laguan McDonald was a tragedy not a murder.”
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108.

105.

110.

“We are all human and we do not know how we would react. We can say we would never
do that, but we don’t know.”

“His duty that night was to remove a threat. Ile should not be sitting in a jail cell. If he
must be punished, please take his job, his pension and his gun, but please do not take his
freedom. If our police officers all stop serving and protecting us we are in big trouble. He -
is not a common criminal.”

“When consideting the sentence of Officer Jason Van Dyke, please be lenient. Jason isa
good human being and was put into a terrible situation that he shouldn’t have been in. His
daughters need him now more than ever little girls need their father. God bless you and

God bless the Van Dyke family.”

The following quotes come from Jetters submitted on Jason’s behalf from friends,

neighbors, and members of his Church:

111

112.

113.

114.

115.

“In this sentencing case for Jason Van Dyke, I ask that you be lenient with the time he has
to serve. Getting to know Jason these past few years has been a pleasure so I ask that you
take his character into consideration when deciding his sentencing.”

«] am the proud mother of two Chicago police officers as well as my husband, father-in-
law and brother-in-law. I first met Jason when his ordeal began...as 1 got to know him
better I saw what a good father and husband he was. He always talked about his girls and
his wife...I have come to know Jason as a God fearing man with a heart of gold. We
developed a friendship in which we brought him and Tiffany into our lives...he is always
welcome in my home and my children’s homes.. _when others turned their backs on Jason,
1 was lucky enough to find a good friend...Jason is a hard working police officer who went
out every day to help the people of Chicago. He is a man of faith, a good father, husband
and friend. 1 cannot find the right words to describe the wonderful and kind man that I
have come to know and love as my friend. Iam proud to say that Jason Van Dyke is my

friend and has come into my life.”

«[ have worked with Jason for several months and know him to be a very kind, loving man.
He is not a danger to society. I would hope that you would consider leniency in his
sentencing process. Thank you for your consideration.”

“Jason is a soft-spoken, committed family man who has always been considerate of others.
Service to others is a fundamental element of Jason’s character. T have concern for those
who now may question their commitment to serve the communities 1ask you for leniency
i this case. God bless you and thank you for your consideration.”

«“Please consider leniency. His parents deserve to have their son home. His wife shouldn’t
have to raise their daughters without him. And his daughters need to have their dad at
home to see all that they will accomplish through his guidance.” '
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121.

122.

123.

124.

125.

126,

“ye asked God many times now to help me make sense of this, My friend went to work
one day and it changed lives forever. i don’t think there is a moment in the rest of Jason’s
life where he won’t be reliving the tragedy of that evening. A life was lost, it’s tragic.
Jason has asked me to look out for his girls, This world is hard enough and we need men
iike Jason in it. Please show leniency on his sentencing.”

“The person that was depicted during the trial I do not know, nor have I ever met, because
that man does not exist. Jason is such a sweet and loving old soul. He is aman of integrity,
strength, courage, honor and bravery. As he now sits confined in a cell as a broken man,
he can only see his children and wife from behind a glass window. A man who was once
the protector of his family is now unable to fulfill his lifetime role as a husband and a doting
father. Jason has suffered, your honor. Given his decorated record, as well as his close
ties to his family, friends and community, I write this letter pleading that you find it within

your heatt to impose a lesser sentence.”

“Mr. Van Dyke is another father figure to me. He was always there to talk to me, even
mote than my own-blood father. T've witnessed how amazing of a job Mr. and Mrs, Van
Dyke raised their two beautiful daughters. Given the circumstances he was under Jason
Van Dyke is the strongest man I have ever met. I see him as the person that never gave up
in his darkest times. T ask that you show leniency and let their suffering end as early as

possible.”

«T don’t think it’s my place to critique or offer an opinion on the trial, but I do know that
Jason Van Dyke is a great man that finds himself in a position that is way outside of the
character that I personally know. He is a man that has lived and played by the rules. He
is 2 man that has much to coniribute (o society as a whole. Itismy hopes that you can find
it within your authority and compassion fo render a sentence equal to that of a first-time

offender.”
“Jagon has suffered a great deal already. Please show him mercy in your sentencing.
“Please send Mr. Van Dyke home to his family.”

“If you had the pleasure to meet Jason and his family you would get to know the real side
of his dypamite personality. 1 hope you show mercy on this preat guy.”

“Jason Van Dyke is a great man. He was the lamb that got slaughtered!!! ‘Politics™

«“This conviction has sent a clear message t0 all law enforcement and all citizens in Chicago
that crime will be tolerated.”

“] am begging you to have mercy on Jason and send him home to his family.”

«[ know Jason to be a very kind, loving man. He is not a danger to society.”
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132.
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134,

135.

136.

137.

“When considering the sentencing, 1 ask you to think about the man behind this horrible
situation, the family he still has to support, and the many lives he has touched along the

way. I ask that you take his entire career into consideration.”

“Jason is a strong family man that would give you the shirt off his back, he would go
beyond and above to help a person inneed. Please take into account the number of years

he served our great city diligently and with honor.”

“please keep Jason Van Dyke with his family. Please consider that a man’s character is
stronger and counts for more than one action.”

“Tason will continue to pay for what happened that night; for the rest of his life. Nothing
will change that. I pray you take into consideration the lives of his family when you
administer sentence, for they ate innocent victims. Much of their future is in your hands

as well, a heavy burden to be sure.”

“I have known Jason for over 30 years. know Jason must have been truly scared for his
fife for him to justify taking the life of another human being.”

“Jason has truly taught me what it means to have strength and poise in times of trouble.
No matter what has been going on in the case, he has still been the same caring,
compassionate, and loving father, husband and friend to all.” '

“JTason would come into my coffee shop and we would have conversations about what we
can do for the children in the neighborhood. Please think of his children, they really need
him in their life. Don’t let him miss out on the important times in his kids’ life.”

“Jason is a good honest person that kept to himself and never caused problems. He always
seemed more interested in helping people. 1know that this is a terrible thing that happened
but I do think that Jason would never do anything to harm a person unless he felt his life
was in jeopardy. We never know what we would do in a situation. If Jason failed, then
the system that trained him failed. I am just another citizen but 1 don’t understand how a

police officer doing his job to protect others can go to jail.”

“] agk that you demonstrate judicial courage and be merciful in sentencing Jason. Heisa
good man, not an evil man. Jason became Mayor Emmanuel’s sacrificial lamb when he

ordered Chicago to pay the McDonald family five million dollars.”

«Our officers are constantly put into situations that are highly dangerous and they have to
make choices that are life changing in a matter of mere seconds, few would want to walk
in their shoes. Please take into consideration the strenuous situations and find some kind

of balance.”

“Jason is a God fearing man with a heart of gold. When others turned their backs on Jason,
I was lucky enough to find & good friend. [ am proud to say that Jason Van Dyke is my

friend.”
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144,

145.
146.
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149.

“Pm sure you're aware of the dangers and violence that confront our Chicago first
responders neatly every day. I'm hoping you will consider those obstacles when

sentencing Jason.”

“] pray that Jason may continue to be ever present in his young daughters’ lives. Jason
poses no threat to anyone. The world is a better place with him in it. I’m not one to stand
out in public and carry signs, raise my voice, block any roads, disrupt anyone else’s lives,
but I would love to have my voice be heard. Timplore you to see the real Jason Van Dyke
and decide on an appropriate sentence for this good man”

«T have known Jason for over 20 years. He has atways worked hard for the protection for
cifizens and never been given a thank you. Policemen/Firefighters protect us daily yet are
not given the respect they deserve. Please don’t take him away from his family. I am

requesting as a human being to another please....”

“Tason is not the monster being portrayed by some. Thank you for taking the time to
consider all requests of leniency. We put our faith and trust in you.”

“Jason is definitely not a murderer. He is nothing more than a gentle giant. Please, I beg
of you, do not leave his wife and children without a husband and father.”

“Jason is not a danger to society, he is not an evil criminal. He is kind, he is loved, he is
good.”

«please consider my voice through this letier as it might not be protesting through the
streets of Chicago shutting streets down but T feel JUST AS STRONG! Tason was just
trying to do his job as a Chicago police officer to keep the streets safe. He wouldn’t have
ever been put in that position if he wasn’t a police officer.”

«“please put yourself in a police officer’s shoes and knows what they have to deal with on
the job. You have a very tough job as well. Jason’s kids and wife need him.”

“The man behind the badge is a rather shy (almost introverted) man with a large heart and
a kind soul. I ask that you please show leniency on his sentencing.”

“Jagon never missed any recital or school function that was important to his girls. He needs
to be around not only to protect and care for his daughters, but to show them what kind of
men they should allow in their own lives as they get older. I ask that you strongly consider
the absolute minimum sentence so that we can be one step closer to bringing Jason home,
where he’s meant to be with his wife and girls.”

«] see how Jason’s family suffers each day due to the absence of him in their daily lives.”

“T’m a former police officer and retired military. 1 have met a lot of people in my life,
some good, some bad. Jason is one of the nicest people I have ever met. FEveryday these
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150.

151

152.

153.

154.

155.

men and women go out and tun towards danger when everyone else is running away. They
are spit on, harassed, threatened and shot at. But, when these people need help, they always
call the police and the police respond like loyal soldiers. The pressures of the job and split
decisions can go either way. Don’t let a split second decision in battle define how you
think about Jason. I’'m not trying to diminish the life of Laquan McDonald in any way.
His life was precious and I'm sure Jason would have wanted a different ending.”

«] am a former Unites States Marine having served in Vietnam with the 3" Marine
Division. I am also a retired Chicago Police Officer. Jason is an honorable and loyal
person. His demeanor to everyone was of full respect. I found him to be a true gentleman.
T respectfully request that you {ake into consideration the above and consider to be lenient

at the time of sentencing.”

«] have known Jason and Tiffany for 14 years. During this time I have seen Jason as a
kind, quict, polite and concerned man. He has helped me many times in the winter with
the snow and ice. I am 80 years old and its very appreciated. All of my expetiences with
this fine man have been positive. [ write this letter to let you kiow that I am proud to be
Jason’s neighbor. Please help Jason and his family.”

“Jason is a wonderful neighbor and friend and also is a dedicated family man. Please help
Jason and his family for they have always helped my husband and me.”

«] know Jason to be a loving father, husband and great friend. He has made a huge impact
on my life as well as his own family. He is such a great person to be around and he is so
goofy and funny. Due to the verdict, Jason cannot even hold his own daughter’s bands. 1
ask that you take heed in your decision and ask you for leniency when deciding the final

outcome.”

“] heg you to please look into your heart and keep his sentence to prison to as little as
possible. He is a good person a Christian. He loves his family. His daughters need a
father. 1 have known him for over 20 years. He has always worked hard for the protection
of citizens and never been given a thank you for protecting them. Policemen/firefighters
protect us daily yet are not given the respect they deserve...please don’t take him away
from his family...I am requesting as & human being to another please.”

“] am writing to you to ask that you consider leniency when deciding the fate of my friend
Jason Van Dyke...I have only known a hardworking, humble, gentle, funny, kind
man...we share a mutual love of the Catholic faith. Jason and his family live that faith on
a daily basis...I think we both consider our faith to be one of the greatest gifts in our lives.
Jason is a wonderful husband to Tiffany. I have scen the mutual respect between them and
unwavering commitment to each other.. Jason is always a wonderful father to his
girls...He is present in their lives, proud of them, loves them and is doing a wonderful job
raising very smart, hardworking daughters. 1 pray that he may continue to be ever present
in his young daughters’ lives. Jason poses no threat to anyone. The world is a better place
with him working in it. T am not one to stand out somewhere in public and cairy signs,
raise my voice, block any roads, distupt anyone else’s lives, but I would love to have my
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voice be heard...I implore you to see the real Jason Van Dyke and decide on an appropriate
sentence for this good man.”

“[ agk that you take heed in your decision and ask you for leniency when deciding the final
outcome.”

“Liven when he worked nights be would drag his tired, weary body fo church on Sundays
for our football/cheerleader mass as he always wanted to be there for his gitls, supporting
them in every way. There aren’t many fathers who would endure an all night shift and then
go immediately to watch his girls cheering for the football team. Jason however is one of

" them. The police will no longer put themselves at risk for fear of prosecution and jail.

Criminals should adhere to orders to drop a weapon.”
«police officers are now afraid to do their jobs for fear of prosecution.”

“Jason is an exceptional husband, father, and friend. He has now been taken away from
his loved ones. 1 only ask that you consider leniency when deciding this outcome.”

«That fateful night changed the lives of two families forever. This case hag affected many
people but none more +than his family, especially his girls. These girls have been robbed
of a normal childhood, they are under constant serutiny because of something they are not
responsible for. Research tells us that traumatic events affect every part of a child that
experiences it, it changes their brains, effects them physiologically ad even affects them at
4 celtular level. They are changed forever. They have had death threats made against them,
bullied and threats of their house being burned down. They have endured heartache that
1o child should ever have to feel. 1beg youto spare these two young gitls, please consider

them in your decision.”

“Jason is one of the most supporting and strong men in my life and T am so grateful that I
can look to him as my second father.”

“Jason could not be the excellent father and husband that he is if he made decisions based
on hatred or malice. In spite of the sad cesult of one of Jason’s actions, I feel that his actions
always were done with the desire to protect —to protect his community, to protect his fellow
officers, and lastly, to protect himself, T would urge you to take into consideration the
character of this fine young man when gentencing him.”

«Jason has touched so many lives. Ilis absence truly has a detrimental effect on his children
who miss him and need him in their lives.”

“My friend Jason has always been an extremely hard worker, he has even taken extra jobs
to support his family. We have spent countless family outings together. As I sit here
writing this choking up, I ask you to be as lenient as possible for Jason and his family.”

“He is known as the quiet gentle giant. He is the father of two girls and they are the apple
of his eye. He is very kind, loving and patient with the girls, He has been a respected
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policeman. I am not sure how one continues to put themselves in harm’s way to protect
others, as Jason has done this.”

166. “Jason has been a wonderful influence on our children. With a heavy heart we write this
Jetter to you, but please know that Jason Van Dyke is a compassionate, respectful,
intelligent, and responsible man. Please be empathetic in your decision.”

WILIEREFORE, for the forgoing reasons, Defendant Jason Van Dyke, respectfully
requests that this Court enter a penalty of probation if sentenced on the second degree murder

offense, or in the alternative, the statutory minimum term of imprisonment, if this Court

sentences Jason on the aggravated battery counts.

Dated: January 14, 2018

Daniel Q. Herbert

The Herbert Law Firm

206 S. Jefferson, Suite 100
312-655-7660
Dan.herbert@danherbertlaw.com
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Awarded to

Jason D Van Dyke

4 in recognition for successful completion of the |
" National Center for Biomedical Research & Training
Academy of Counter-Terrorist Education Course

Prevention & Deterrence of Terrorist Acts by Law Enforcement
Awareness Level

issued on October 20, 2006

Lonisn O Lndh S . A

Sandra Webb, Director, Training Division Thomas A, Tucker, Director
Office of Grants apd Training Nationa! Center for Biomedical
Preparedness Directorate 8 Contact Hours Research and Training



CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT

presents this

Police Officer Jason Van Dyke #9465
~ Targeted Response Unit

For outstanding achievements requiring performance above and beyond

normal expectations of this member’s obligation to duty.

b bedife 2008 Yudad® Jh 20t
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BUREAU OF STRATEGIC DEPLOYMENT
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Inappreciationfor outstandingservice given to the Chicago Police Department.

Your dedication and exemplary attendance is gratefully acknowledged and

appreciated by the Department.

e

01 September 2006 to 31 August 2009

r. DATE SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE
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Crime Reduction 2004
Chicago Police Crime Reduction

. ) e e
Crime Reduction 2008 Presidential Election
Crime Reduction 2009 Ribbon

Attendance Recognition Medal
Deployment Chicago Police Attendance
’ Recognition Medal

Ribbons Jason Van Dyke has been presented with while employed with the Chicago Police Department.




This is to certify that
Jason D. Van Dyke
successfully completed the
Threat Hazard Recognition and
Emergency Actions Training for CBRNE Incidents
Chicago, I
(0.80 Continuing Education Units/§ Contact Hours)
Tssued this 8th day of March, 2011 @

L

D, Chacistoplfer T. %V
mm@maﬁnumnﬁﬁ

Cerrter for Domestic Preparedness
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OFFICER JASON VAN DYKR #9465
FGR I L4

E RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY
. Action taken and recorded under R, 326192

? Officers I'eenoy and Van Dyke responded to a call ofa baltery in progress at 3601 8.

\ Hermitage St. Upon arrival the officers saw two people wrestling, As the officers broke up the
: 5 fight, they learned that one of the subjects had committed a burglary and the other was ihe

. brother of the victim. The oftender stifll had in his possession three Playstation 2 D.V.D.-games
| which were parl of the property that was stolen during the burglary. Due to the officers follow-up
investigation a residential burglary was arested and charged accordingly. '

THANKS FOR A JOB WELL DONE!
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{_John Killackey
Conumander, 009" District

. Richavd M. Baley, Mayor
" -, Torry G. Hiltard, Superiniendent of Police
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able

addr
open the rear window of ihe apartnien

item

the information on the second offender, th
custody and trapsported
burglary was approved.

Richard b, Datay, Vayor ' , : o
Torry G. Hillard, Bupeﬂmencﬁent of Police ~

PRESENTED TO 560+

OFFICER JASON VAN DYKE #9465

FOR 4 o o »

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY

Actions taken and recorded wnder R.D. MH-3607706, aﬁd indicated below -

On 09 MAY 02, the second floor of 5058 8. Marshfield was burglgrized. The officers were
to work some leads that resulted in the resident of the first floox aparunent ,0f the same
ass, becoming a suspect. ‘The officers questioned that person who stated that his friend pried
{ then both of them went in the apartwent and stole several
dy and charged will residential burglary. Armed with
o officers next went to his house, placed him into
fim to the 009 District for processing where the charge of residential

s. The offender was placed into custo

THANKS FOR AJ OB WILL DONE!
:

(Y
;7 ?@Lﬁ&-ﬁfﬁ 4
it Killackey J

Commander, 009 Distiict
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2

TRAFFIC DETAIL

| .Poliae Officer Jason Vam Dyke, Star # 9465

FOR + o = »

The Arrest of one offender for Burglary

On 06 September 2002, al approximately 1800 hrs., and while assigned to a traffic detail,
you and Officer Walsh #17218, observed a person, now known as the victim, chasing an
,offender down Michigan Avenue' The victim was sereaming for help and informed you {hal he
had just been robbed. Afier a brief struggle, you were able to subdue the offender arid placed
hint in sectre custody, The property taken was returned to it’s rightful owner. ’

i This subject was placed under arrest, taken to the 001 District and subsequently
« charged with Burghary. A name cheek later revealed this subject fo be a notorious criminal,
‘arrested on numerous occdsions in the past using many different identities.
Due to your quick responsc and keen observations a habitual and

dangerous offender has been faken off the slreets.
Congratulations and Thanks for a job well done. RD# HI1 630538

By: Thomas G. Byme |
Deputy Chief

Central Control Group :
\, jg/%/

Thomas G. Bry/l“ﬁe A
Deputy Chigf of Patrg

RFichard M. Daley, Mayor
Terry G. Hillard, Superintendent of Police

=
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PRESENTED TO + 4.0

OFFICER Jason Van Dyke, #9465

FOR 2 o & %

- UUW
For actions taken and vecorded under RD HJ-619748

P.0.%s Van Dyke aqu T, Norris, while assigned to Bt 933, observed offender

(Clark, Stepben A} driving without headlights, After stopping the offender

at 4837 8. Racine; the offender exited hiis vebicle and began walking away

from it, The n{fénder was stopped and could qol:‘iirnduce a drivers license.

Adter placing the offender info custody; Bt. 933 conducted a custodial search
' a.22 caliber revolver londed with 6 live vounds

of the vehicle and discovered
mnder the front passengol seat, ‘The.offender was advised of his rights and

transported into the 909" district for processing and was charges with felony
UUW, -

THANKS FOR A JOB WELL DONE!

b Distyict

AT

Richarg i, Daley, Mayor
Torry G. Hillard, Superintendent of Folice




PRESENTED TO 44 2

Police Officen Jaton Van Doyhe #9465
! - 009#; :Z)[t . zl

FDR B. L] a9 £

Possession of o Stolon Moton Vehiclo
TR HM] 486460

On 12 quly 2003, Officers Everado Bracmontes, Joann Locuilo and Jason Van Dyke were

detailed to the Area | Saturation Team. While on directed patrol, Officer Bracamontes
observed a suspicious vehigle entering a parking lot at 64™ and Ashland with the trunk
lock punched out. The Officer’s suspicions were confirmed when a computer inguiry

" yevealed that the vehicle had been reporied stolen. Officers Bracamontes immediately
rc::quesl%cl additional wnils wilh Officers Joann Locullo and Jason Van Dyke responding,.
The Officets performed a vehicle stop and were able to place the driver info custody

* without incident. - Further investigation fevealed that the steering column bad been

. damaged. The offender was pransported fo the 007™ District where he was charged.
‘:,\accérdilzlgly! / e B T
Your ndme was submit(ed for
mark ybur dedication to duty. Due to your keen-o
teamwork, a vehicle was returned to the rightf] owner and

, crig L

the Honorable Mention by Sergeant Charles D, Lambery to
bservation skills and outstanding
an offender charged with the

Fhash yoes for & gob ol Jc.ymt’

m{z&{i o /4 ' .dlfiﬁ?w
Walter A. Green-
Commander 002™ District

‘Righard M, Dalsy, Mayor
Terey G, Hillard, Supstinterden of Police

€
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PRESENTED 7O ¢ 0 o s

OFFICER Jason Van Dylke, #9465

F Qﬁ Ll & % 0
157 DRGREE MURDER
For actions faken and veeorded wnder RD HI-599755

Officers Norris, Sullivan, Van Dyke and Davis were
v Bi. 5598, in looking for a murder suspect
curied in the 817" district at

On 03 Septembor 2003,
assigned to assist Aread Deteeti

at 4842 S, Justine. The erime ot
4815 N. Kedvale on 31 August 2003, Due fo tiio officers professionalism and
nended. The offender was

Lnowledge, the above effender was appre
reloeated (o Area s Dotective Division, where the offender was charged with

1*! Degree Murder.
THANKS FOR A JOB WELL DONE!

n Killackey
Spmmander,

" Distriet

=

Richarg M. Daley, Mayor |
Tavry G. Hiliard, Superintendent of Police

S

- AWARD ==




PRESENTED TO s+ ¢ 5w

Officer Jason Van Dyke # 9465
Targeted Response Unit

FDR £l n T 2
Unlawful Possession of a Handgon

HJ - 279068

On 3 April 2004, you and Officers Cynthia Contreras, Juan Hernandez, Gabriclia
Wutm, and Bradley Nielsen were working a Targeted Response mission in the 007
District to combat gang related shootings. After seeing a vehicle commit a traffic
violation, you curbed the vebicle. While approaching the vehicle you observed the driver
reach under his seat. With officer safety in mind you immediately removed the driver

from the vehicle and recovered a .45 Caliber Semi-Automalic handgun loaded with 7

hollow- point rounds. A second occupant of the vehicle was also arrested after be was
1 history cheek of the weapons violator

found to be in possession of Cannabis, A crimina
revealed that he was a violent convicted felon.

' Due to your keen observations and dedication to duty, a repeat violeént offender
and a handgun were removed from the streets.

" C{}NGR_ATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL DONE!

Matthew Tobias
Commander
Special Operations Section

Richard M, Daley, Mayor
Philip J. Cline, Superintendent of Police
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Officer Jason VanDyke #9465
Targeted Response Unit

FQRHDG&

Offender Ai’resteﬂ for Aggravated UUW
HIK 304917

On 14 May 04, you and Qfficers Juan Hernandez, Cynihia Contreras, Gabriella
Wurm, Bradley Nielsen, Daniel Pacelli, Steve Mavino, John Burke and Francisco
Gonzalez, stopped a vehicle for a traffic yiolation. Upon approaching the vehicle, the

driver was observed placing hiis right hand under his seat. The driver was removed flom
* the vehicle and a search of the driver’s scal area revealed a loaded handgun. The driver

~ was placed into custod and taken to the 002 District for rocessing.
J p g

Officer VanDyke, due to your dedication to duty and keen
obscrvation, a handgun was removed from the street and the
offender was charged accordingly.

CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL DONE!

s T
" Matthew E. Tobias

Commander
Special Operations Section

Richard M. Daley, Mayor
philip J. Cline, Superintendent of Police




- powder, A sample of the powd
cocaine. The passenger was placed i

PRESENTED TO + 20

Officer Jason VanDyke #9465
Targeted Response Unit

Foﬁanéo

Offender Arvested for Manufacture/!)eliver Cocaine
HE 366975

On. 15 May 04, you and Officers Juan Hernandez, Cynthia Contreras, Gabriella
Wurin, Bradley Nielsen, Daniel Pacelliand Steve Marino, stopped a vehicle for a traffic
violation. The driver was unable to produce a valid Driver’s License and was placed in
custody. A passenger in the vehicle was removed and a custodial search of the vehicle
was performed which vesulted in the recovery of a large plastic bag containing a white
or was field tested and resulted in a positive reading for
nfo custody and both were taken to the oo2™
District for processing. The recovered suspeet cocaine weighed 635 grams with an

estimated street valie of $79,375.00 USC.

Officer VanDyke, due to your dedication to duty and keen
observation, a large quanfity of narcotics was removed from
the street and the offendexs were charged accordingly.

" CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL DONI!

Matthew E. Tobias

Richard M. Daley, Mayor Comi_nander _ _
Special Operations Section

Philip J. Cline, Superintendent of Police




PRESENTEDB TO ¢ ¢ s ¢

Officer Jason Van Dyke #9463

FOR « « = o
UUW ARBEST
HEK-396599

On 30 May 04 you and Officer Niclsen #19865 were assigned to an armed violence
suppression mission in the 010% Disiricl. While on alert and aggressive patol, you observed a
yehicle comimit a minor traffie vielation. With the assistance of Officers Cruz #14723 and
Heneghian #13066, you curbed the vehicle. Upon approaching the vehiele the handle of a seimi-
automatic pistol was observed in fhe center counsel of the vehicle, The weapon was '
subsegquently recovered and found fo be a fully loaded .9 mm semi-automatic pistol. A small
quantity of cannabis was also cecovered from the vehicle, The offender was charged with

aggravated unlawful use of a weapon.

Officer Van Dyke, due to your dedioation to duty a
dangerous felon was removed fom the streets and

charged accordingly.
CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL DONE!!

. IR,
. Watthew Tobias
* , Commander
Richard M. Daley, Mayor . . .
, cial ationg Section
2 Philip |. Cline, Superintendent of Police Spe Operatio
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Officer Jason Van Dyke # 9465
Targeted Response Unit

' FOR % @ » @
Unlawiul Possession of a Handgun

HJ - 396 999

On 30 May 2004, you and Officers Bradley Nielsen, John Heneghen, and Ralph

Cyuz were working a Targeted Response mission to combat gang related violence. You
curbed a vehicle for minor traffic violations and upon approaching the vehicle you
smelled a strong odor of Cannabis. After having the driver step out of the vehicle you
observed the butt of a firearm protruding from the center console of the vehicle,

Yoy immediately recovered the firearm and found it to be'a 9mm Semi-Automatic,
Furthet investigation of the firearm revealed the serial number was defaced. The offender
was placed into custody and charged accordingly. '

Due to your keen observations and dedication to duty, a violent offender and his

handgun were removed from the streels.

" CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL DONE!

atthew Tobias

Commander
Special Operations Section

Bichavd M. Daley, Mayor
Philip J. Cline, Superinten dent of Police
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Officer Jason Van Dyke # 9465
Targeted Response Unit

FOR s & 9 ¥

Atterapt Robbery and Battery
HIK-545 427

On 8§ August 2004, you and Officer Bradley Niclsen were flagged down by a
citizen who related that a group of juveniles approached her and wanted money. When
the victim refused the offenders began striling the victira about the body and attempted
to gteal her money from her, One of the offenders then struck the vietim in the face with
her “sucker”. An unknown syitness screamed and the offenders ran off. After getting the
descriptions of the offenders you and othor menbers of Team 4212 toured the area and
located all of the offenders. One offender was also still in possession of her “sucker”.
Adfter taking the sucker.from the offenders mouth, the victim positively identified the

offenders and her “sucker”,

Die to your keen observations and aggressive police work, the “Sucker Bandits”

were charged with atiempt robbery and batiery.

" CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL DONE

James Keating
Conunander
Targeted Response Unit

Richard M., Daley, Mayox _
+ :Philip J. Cline, Superintendent of Police
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Officer Jason Van Dyke # 9465
Targeted Response Unit

FOR o « o »

Possession of Stolen Motor Vehicle
HK-773 010

On 25 November 2004, you and Officer Daniel Pacelli were working a Targeted
were flagged down by citizens who related to you that there was a
hit and run accident and gave you the deseription of the wanted vehicle. You were able to
locate the vehicle unoceupied and shortly after observed a subject running through 2
gangway a short distance away. You weie able to apprehend the subject and he made
voluntary statements to you that he was driving the car. A compuier check of the plate
revealed that the car was stolen, After reading the subject his rights you conducted a
sldllful fntervicw with the subjeot in custody and he admitted that he had stolen the car a
couple of days earlier from 63" and Austin, He further stated that he stole the car beeause
Ivis * gitlfviend was making him erazy and he had to get away from her”. A custodial
search révealed a “jiggler” key on his person. The offender was charged accordingly.,

Response mission. You

quick response, and skillful interview technique,

\Due to your atfention to duty,
{F the sireets and the vehicle returned fo

an auto fheft offender was taken o

e

ames Keating

Richard M. Daley, Mayor )
_ Philip }. Cline, Superintendént of Police Commandet
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Officer Jason Van Dyke # 9465
Targeted Response Unit

FOR&VOB

Attention to Duty
HK-662 759
On 2 October 04, you and Officer Brad Nielsen were working a Targeted
Response mission in the 007 District. While on patrol you observed a vehicle conumit
yaffic violations, Upon curbing the vehicle the driver was unable to produce a valid
Drivers License. A custodial search revealed 3 packets of Heroin. While processing the
offender you and yout partner Officer Niclsen conducted a skillful interview with your
arrestee aind she related o you that there was $30,000 of counterfeit money hidden in the
vehicle. You and membess of your team recovered the counterfeit money and learned that
 the vehicle owner was printing the counterfeit money. You along with your team
. members were able to locate the leader of the counterfeit ring and brought him in for an
interview by the United Stated Secret Service. The United States Secret Service, after
interviewing the subject learned that he was a major player in a large counterfeit money
ring, The Secret Service took the person into custody and will continue the investigation
into catching other key persons in the ring. ‘

)

Officer Van Dylke, due to your keen observations and interviewing
teclmiques, you were able to take a minor PCS arrest and
__tn up key players in a latge counterfeit money scheme,

James Keating :
'Commander
Targeted Response Unit

CONGRATULATIONS ON.A JOB WELL DONE

_ Richard M. Daley, Mayor-
" Philip J. Cling, Superintendent of Police

)
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Officer Jason VanDyke #9465
Targeted Response Unit

FORQ@'&!D

Possession of Stolen Motor Vehicle
HIK-802857

Oni 11 Dec2004, Officers Neil Guiffin #33 84 and Tom Mckenna #13122 were
assigned to a Targeted Response Unit Armed Violence Mission in the 004th District.

While on aggressive parol, they observed a vehicle commit a minor traffic violation.
_ They ran the plate through their PDT and found the vehicle had been reported stolen.
They called for assist cars and attempted to curb the vehicle without incident. Once they
had assists available, they activated their emergency equipment. ‘The offenders

immediately fled on foot and were apprehended by yourself and assisting Officers

Bradley Nielsen #19865, Ron Jones #19553, anid Willis Rounds #13348.

Dug to your kéen observations and excellent Police tactics, two offenders wete
removed from the streets, and the vehicle was returned to its rightfl owner: Thanks for a
job'well done. It gives me groat pleasure to award this honorable mention.

CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL DONE

James Keating

Commander
Targeted Response Unit,

Richard M. Daley, Mayor
Philip J. Cline, Superintendent of Police

VE
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Officer Jason Van Dyke # 9465
Targeted Response Unif

FOR - s o »

Unlawiul Use of A Weapon
- HL - 348304

On 10 May 2005, you and your pariner, Officer Bradiey Nielsen were
working a Targeted Response Mission in the 005 District fo combat gang velated

shootings when heard a vehicle in trafiic with loud music, This music being in
violation of city law, you eurbed this vehicle and sonducied a search of the vehicle.
This search revealed a Ruger 9 mm, Semi-aufomatic handgun. The fivearm was

Joaded with 10 live rounds.

ns and aggressive police work, a dangerous felon

Due (o your keen observaiio
trom the street and chavged accordingly.

along with his fivearm was removed

CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL DONJ

James Keating
Commander
Targeted Response Unit

Richard M. Daley, Mayor
Philip J. Cline, Superintendent of Police
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Officer Jason Van Dyke # 9465
Targeted Response Unit

FGE o 8 o4

Delivery of a Controlled Substance’
HL - 584 454

On 1 September 2005, you were working a Targeted Response Mission in the

010 District with Otficer Bradley Nielsen. After vecelving information of narcotics
sales you along with the vest of the team developed 2 surveillance plan, After a
{ransaction was observed by surveiliance officers, you along with Otficers
Contreras, Hernandez and Nielsen curbed the suspect veliicle and a search of the
vehicle revealed 478 grams of Crack Cocaine. You placed the subject into custody
and a custodial search revealed $2,512.00 suspect narcotic proceeds. The second

- subject was placed into custody by the surveillance officers which also tuwrned ap an

"‘additiun %11 bag of C_f'ack Cocaine,

Die to youix keen observations and aggressive police work, two (ll‘ilg dealers

were vemoved from the streets along with their crack gocaine which had a

estimated street value of $59,000.60 and their proceeds of $2512.00.

CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL DONE

Gl EDDputl

Edward E. (’Donnell
Commander
Targeted Response Unit

Richard M, Daley, Mayor
Philip J. Cline, Superi ntendent of Police
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Presented To
JASON VAN DYKE #2465

In Recognition of
NARCOTICS ARREST AND RECOVERY

along with your pasiner were working a Targeted
Id ickes CHA Housing complex. Being aware of the
large amount of narcotics activity in the lobby of 2430 S State, you set up surveillance
of that area. During that surveillance you observed a subject engage in several hand
to hand transactions wherein your target subject recleved currency from patrons in
return for @ small object tendered from the dealers waistband, After several of the
same lype of transactions you left your point of surveillance and converged on the
lobby of the huilding. You were able to detain the suspect drug dealer and during a
protective pat down you recovered a clear bag containing 86 knotted baggies of crack
cocaine. You placed the subject into custody and he was charged accordingly.

A further invesfigation revealad that your arreslee did not live in the complex, and had
heen arrested four times for narcotics from the same address. Due to your dedication
and knowiedge of the criminal narcotic enterprise, you removed a habitual diug
dealer, and his cocaine worth over $10,000 from the strests, Congratulations on a job

well donel

On 20 December 2005, you
Response mission in the Haro

Philip J. Cline
Superintendent of Police

Richard M. Daley Philip J. Cline E; e E! ‘1/
' Elias A Voulgaris g
3

Richard M, Daley

Mayor Conmander, Unil 2




FPresented To
JASON VAN DYKE #9465

In Recognition of
W ARREST AND RECOVERY

On 01 January 2008, you along with Team 4217 were working the New Years Eve
detall to suppress gun activily that has plagued the city for several years. After
obsarving a vehicle driving on the train tracks in the 022 District you attempled to stop
it. The vehicle fled and then abandoned the vehicle further down the tracks. A fool
pursuit ocoured and you apprehended the offender. After returning to the abandoned
vehicle and conducting a search of the arrestees vehicle, you recovered a fully loaded
Omim Ruger.

Due to your aggresive police work, a dan
was enhded early after he was amested and his weapon was
Congratulations on the great start o a New Year and job well done! .

gerous criminals New Years eve celebration
recovered.

Richard M. Daley Philip J. Cline - \

Philip 1. Cline ' Biias A Voulgaris |

Richard M. Daley
Superiatendent of Police Commander, Unit 253

Mayor




Presented 1o
JASON VAN DYKE #8465

In Recognition of
NARCOTICS ARRESWT AND RECOVERY

On 4 Jan 2008, You were working a Targeted Response mission In 015 to combat
gang violence and narcotics activity. While on patrol you were flagged down by a
citizen who related that there were gang members in his elderly mother's home
cutting and bagging crack cocaine for street sales. You along with assisting officers
entered the residence and observed multiple gang members packaging crack
cocaine. You immediatly placed the gangsters into custody and recavered from the
room 42.2 grams of crack cocaine and $4078.00. After interviewing the arrestees, you
iearnad that one of the other persons in custody was in charge of storing the
packaged crack at his house. You were able to determine where he lived and
relocated there. The offenders live tn girlfriend signed a consent to search and you
recovered an additional 63.8 grams of crack cocaipe. You also recovered an
additional $320.00 in narcotics proceeds.

Due to your knowledge of the criminal narcotics enterprise and the ability to gather
information from persons in custody, you were able to arrest multiple gang members,
shut down their dope spot and recover over $5000.00 in narcotics proceeds and 106
grams of crack cocaine worth over $8,000.00. Congratulations on a great jobt

Richard M. Daley Philip J. Cline ﬂ}".b j@%ﬁﬁ

Tlins A Voulgaris\)
Commander, Uit 253

Richard M. Daley Phiip J, Cline
Mayor Superintendent of Police
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CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT

Presented To
JASON VAN DYKE #9465

In Recognition of
CANNABIS AND FIREARM ARREST

On 01 April 2006, you slong with team members of Team 4217 were working a
Targetsd Response mission to combat gang violence and street tevel narcotic
activity. While on patrol you observed a subject loitering in an alley for several
minutes. You approached him for a field interview to determine his gang affiliation and
reasoning for being in the ally. A protective pat down search tevealed a large bag of
cannabls stuck into his waistband area.As you recovered the cannabis the arestee
fled on foot. You along with your leam gave chase as the offender fled into the rear
door of @ bullding. You made entry info the building and found the subject hiding in
the basement. The buiding revealed that the offender fived at the same location. A
search of the area turned up an additional three bags of cannabls. A total weight of
the cannabig recovered was 1 b with an street value of over $1,000.00. You alsa
located a sawed off shotgun in the basement. After you read the arrestee his rights,
he freely admitted ownership of the racoveted cannabis.

Due to your kesn observation attention to detail, a cannabis dealer waas removed
from the slreet along with his cannabls. Thanks for the great jobl

L\

Richard M. Daley Philip J. Cline
Richard M, Daley Philip 1. Cline Efias A Voulgaris
Mayor Superfntendent of Polive Couvgenander, Unit 253
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CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT

Presented 10
JASON VAN DYKE #9465

In Recognition of
RECOVERED FIREARMS

On 7 April 20086, you and members of Team 4217 were working a Targeted

Response mission in the 008 District fo combat gang related homicides and
shootings. You were able fo arrest a subject for misdemeanor cannabis. After

conducling a gang related interview with the arrestes you were able to determine that
he was a ranking member of the Gangster Disciple sireet gang. You further learned
that he was a five time convicted armed felon. After learming this information you were
able to use his oriminal background against him and axtracted locations of stashed
3.0 Nation" guns. You relocated to the two areas that he notified you on and
recovered a.380 caliber pistol and & 22 caliber revolver,

Due fo your interviewing technique and dedication, a misdemeanor arrest vielded
information leading to the recovery of 2 dangerous weapons under the controf of the

Gangster Disciples. Congratulations an & job well donel

Philip J. Cline | fﬂ; \i J/"”

Richard M. Daley _
Elias A Voulgaiis]

Richard M. Daley : Phitip J. Cline
Mayor Superintcndcm of Palice Commander, Unit 253
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Presenied To
JASON VAN DYKE #0465
In Recognition of
UUW-BY FELON

ON 10 JUN 07 AT 0007 HRS., BT. 42168, P.O. DAVID QUINN #4233 AND BT. 4216,

SGT. GEOFFREY JANIA #1131, HEARD LOUD REPORTS IN THE AREA OF 27

T 113TH PLACE AND OBSERVED A VEHICLE LEAVING THE AREA AT A
HIGH RATE OF SPEED AND WITH NO HEADLIGHTS. BT. 42168 AND 4216
ATTEMPTED TO CURS THE VEHICLE AND THE DRIVER REFUSED TO DO SO,
THE DRIVER WAS OBSERVED BY THE OFFICERS THROWING FROM THE
PASSENGER SIDE WINDOW AN OBJECT, LATER IDENTIFIED AS AN INTRATEC
29 CAL SEMI-AUTO HANDGUN SERIAL # K006183 LOADED WITH THREE LIVE

ROLNDS AND ONE GHAMBERED RQUND. THE DRIVER EVENTUALLY PULLED
. THE FIREARM WAS LOCATED BY BT. 4217E,

¥

AT 50 EAST 114TH ST. THE DRIVER WAS PLACED IN CUSTODY. A SPENT
ROUND AND SPENT SHELL CASINGS, ALONG WITH A CAR WITH-MULTIPLE
BULLET HOLES IN THE DRIVER'S SIDE, WERE LOCATED AND BT, 4212A,
POLICE OFFICERS ELIZABETH WILSON # 13125 AND GERALDINE MCDONAGH
#13125, PROTECTED THE SCENE FOR PROCESSING BY THE EVIDENCE
TECHNICIAN, DURING PROCESSING IN THE 005TH DISTRICT IT WAS LEARNED
THAT THE DRIVER WAS A CONVICTED FELON AND THE RECOVERED
FIREARM WAS REPORTED STOLEN UNDER RD #D086377 ON 11 FEB 99,

FELONY CHARGES WERE APPROVED.

Richard M. Daley Philip J. Cline .
fas A Voulgaiys

Richard M., Daley Philip J. Cline
Mayor Superintendent of Police Commander of TRU  Unit 253

-




Presented 1o

JASON VAN DYKE #9465

In Recognition of
OUTSTANDING UUW ARREST

On 4 July 2007, Officers VAN DYKE and McKENNA were assigned to the 003rd
District conducting a violence suppression misslon as part of the Targeted Response
Units A Company. While on aggressive patrol in the area of 65th Street and Drexel

Avenue they observed a vehicle traveling at a high rate of speed without any

displayed registration. They then curbed the vehicle and observed the driver moving
in & manner consistent with an attempt to secrete contraband under the car seat. The
dtiver was ordered from the vehicle for officer safety and placed into custody for a
failure to produce a drivers license or insurance. A search of the car revealad a fully
joaded Ruger P34 pistol with 10 rounds in it. Due to your dedication fo duty, a felon
was removed from the street and felony charges sepured, and another handgun was
safely taken out of circulation, Your actions reflect well upon yaurself, the Targeted
Response Unit and the Chicago Police Department. Thank you for a job well done,

<
Jody P. Weis 2" MM

Richard M. Daley

TRichard M. Daley Jody . Weis
Mayor | Superintendent of Police

Terence V. Williams .
Comnrander, TRU, {Init 253




Presented 1o

JASON VAN DYKE #0465

In Recognition of
UNLAWFUL USE OF WEAPON

On 21 AUGUST 2007, Targeted Response Unit Police Officers Jason Van Dyke
dng beat 4217 E in the p06th District

#0465 and Thomas McKenna #13122, while worl

lLevel 2 deployment area, attempted to stop & vehiole with four ocoupanis for a traffic
violation near 79th St. and Carpenter. While waiting for the vehicle 10 stop, ihe front
seat passenger exited the vehicle holding his side and fled on foot. During the foot
chase P.O. McKenna observed se a handgun into a garbage container.
Police Officers Jason Gartwright Joseph Merkel #19301, working beat
4247 D, responded to the area and assisted P.O, McKenna in placing the subject into
custody. A check of the garbage container revealed a 9mm Smith &amp; Wesson
semi-automatic handgun fully loaded with 16 rounds of amrmunition, The subject was

taken fo the 006th District for processing were felony charges were approved,

Richard M. Daley

Richard M, Daley
Mayor

Dana V. Starks B 4;; /ZZ{;’ %’ /@,;!{,;/gg /g“f

Elias A Voulgaris /
Commander of TRU  Unit 253

Dana V. Statks
Tnterim Superintendent of Police




Presented To
JASON YAN DYKE #9465

In Recognition of
OUTSTANDING PSMV ARRESTS

On 19 Ogtober 2007, Officers MASSAS and TORRES were assigned to a violence
stippression misslon in the 015th District as part of the Targeted Response Units A
Company. While in the area of Ohio and Lafrobe Avenues, they observed a vehicle

being driven with no registration plates on it. After attempting to curb this vehicle, the

driver attempted to flee on foot but was quickly placed into custody, along with the
four other occupants of the vehicle, with the assistance of responding officers VAN

DYKE, ROVANC, MARING, DUROIS and MULLENIX. A VIN check revealed the

vehicle fo be siolen. Due fo your dedication to duty and diligence, & stoten vehicle
d with a felony

was returned to its owner and the driver of the vehicle was charge

count of Possession of a Stolen Motor Vehicle as wel
appropriately charged. Your actions bring credit upon
Targeted Response Unit and the Chicago
done.

Richard M. Daley  Jody P. Weis

| as four afher occupants being
yourself and reflect welt on the

Police Department. Thanks for a job well

-

Richard M. Daley Jody P. Weis
Mayor Superintendent of Police

Terence V. Williams
Commander, TRU, Unit 253




Presented 1o
JASON VAN DYKE #9465

In Recognition of
DNLAWFUL POSSESSION OF A FIREARM

In Summary, this Is an arrest by the TRU beats 4217A, 42178 and 4211D for

Unlawful Possession of a Firearm. In that P/O Petrulis and P/O Shrale responded to @
call of a man with a gun at 7622 8. Paulina. Upon arrival, the officers were met by
Jewel Turner who Informed the officers that his wife had threatened him with a gun.
After conducting a interview with the offender's son the officers along with the
assistance of P/O Torres, PIO Van Dyke, P/O Fry and P/O Pinzine were able to
recover 1 Rossl .38 Caliber blue steel revolver with a 4 inch barrel and 1 box
containing 36 live rounds .38 Caliber rounds. The offender Darls Turner was taken

red into the 008th District for initial processing. The gun

into custody and transpol
came back clear not registered via the gun desk. Because of these officers quick

response 8 very dangerous domestic situation was resolved without anyone being
injured, Thank You officer's for a job well done.

Richard M. Daley Jody P. Weis e
Kevin P. Ryan

Richard M. Daley Jody P, Weis \ /
Mayor Superintendent of Police Commander, TRU, Uit 253




Presented To
JASON VAN DYKE #9465

In Recognition of
AGGRAVATED UUW ARREST

On 17 September 2008, Officers McGrew and Van Dyke conducted a traffic stop after
observing a minar traffic violation. The offenider admitted to being in possession of
cannabls and was placed into custody, A custodial search of the offender's vehicle
revealed a fully loaded .45 cal semi-auto handgun. During skiliful interrogation the
offencler admitted to owning the gun. Felony review was contacted and charges of
Aggravated Unlawful Use of a Weapon were approved.

Thank you for a job well done,

Jody P. Feis 2, (/V[/ 4/6_,—-—»«

Richard M. Daley Jody P, Weis Terence V. Williams
Commander, TRL, Unit 253

Richard M. Daley

Mayor Buperintendent of Pofice




Presented To
JASON VAN DYKE #9465

In Recognition of
AGGRAVATED UUW ARREST

On 17 September 2008, Officers Rovano and Van Dyke observed a subject place a
shiny object in his walst band. The officers, believing it to be a weapon, approached
the subject to investigate and the offender fled on fool, The officers engaged the
subject in a foot pursult, at which time, the offender was apprehended, The officers
recovered a loaded 367 magnum handgun on the offender’s person, Felony review
was contacted and the charge of Aggravated Unlawful Use of a Weapon was

approved. Thank you for a job well done.

Richard M. Daley Jody P. Weis 7M '/M / Mw-

Terence V. Willlams
Commander, TR, Unit 253

Richard M. Daley 7 Tody P. Weis
Mayor Superintendent of Police




Presented To
JASON VAN DYKE #8465

In Recognition of
AGGRAVATED UUW ARREST

On 28 Ogtober 2008, Officers Dubois, Van Dyke and Rovano conducted a traffic siop
after observing a minor braffic violation. The offender was placed info custody for
driving with a revoked drivers license. A custodial search of the offender revealed a
~ fully loaded ,32 Cal semi-auto handgun. A further investigation revealed the offender
to be a member of the Gangster Disciples sireet gang. Felony review was ¢ontacted
and charges of Aggravated Unlawful Use of a Weapon were approved. Thank you for

a job well done.

Richard M. Daley Jody P, Weis 7'/(/ W/i/ L._ﬁ

Terence V. Williams
Conymander, TRU, Unit 253
!

Richard M. Daley Jody P. Weis
Mayor Soperintendent of Police




CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT

NTION

Presented To
JASON VAN DYKE #9465

In Recognition of
UUW BY A FELON ARREST

On 29 October 2008, Officer Buback and McGrew, assisted by Officer Torres and

Van Dyke attempted to interview a suspicious subject, As the officers approached,

the offender fled on foot. The officers pursued and recoverad a 9mm semi-auto
handgun the offender tossed, After a brief foot chase the offender was placed into
custody after a struggle with officers. Further investigation revealed the offender was
a convicted felon, a member of the Vice Lords street gang and on parole. FFelony

review was contacted and charges of Unlawiul Use of a Weapon by a Felon were
approved, 1.D0.0.C. were contacted and a warrant for a parale violation was issued.

daedication to duly, a dangerous gang member and a deadly

Due to the offlcer's
d from the streets of Chicago. Thank you for a job well done

weapon weré remove

Jody P. Weis | 7/ i,j WMLA

Tevence V. Willianis
Commandey, TRU, Unit 253

Richard M. Daley

Richard M. Daley
Mayor

Jody P. Weis
Superintendent of Police
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?\ DEPARTMENY OF JOMELAND SRCURITY
UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE
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Suite 900
525 West Van Buren
Chicago, 1L 60607

January 4, 2005

Superintendent Phil Cline
Chicago Police Department
121 Norih LaSalle
Chicago, I 60653

Dear Superintendent Cline:

On behalf of the U.S. Secret Service, | would like to extend my sppreciation for the outstanding
assistance rendered to agents of this servica by members of your department.

in October of 2004, Information involving the distribution of counterfeit U.S. currency In the Chicagoe area
was brought to our attention by officers of your Police Department, Over the coursa of the next two
weeks, Officers Brad Nielsen 449665, Jason Van Dyke #9466, Dan Pacelli #8802, Steven Marino #471 B,
Jason Barnay #11008, John Glanopulos #11680 and Sergeant James Ryle #1793 in a Joinl effort with
Chieago agenis, conducted Interviews and tracked the counterfell back fo its source, As a result of
officars of your Police Departinent 2 federal arrest warrant was obtained for the suspech

The coordinated efforts between your officers and the agents resulted in the arrest of John Hickey who
resided in Chicago,

In recognition of your Department's exceptional effort and
appreciation for a job well done,

cooperation, please pass along my

Sincerely,

Thomas N, Kasza
Acting Special Agent In Charge




1.8, Department of Homeland Security

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE

Chicago Field Office

Suite 900 _

525 West Van Buren Street
Chicago, L. 60607

Janudry 19, 2005

Superintendent Philip J. Cline
Chicago Police Departrment
3510 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, 1. 60853

oo
Dear :Superinteﬁ’dgﬂt Cline;

On behalf of the United States Secret Service, { would like to extend rmy appreciation for
the outstanding assistance rendered 10 agents of my office by members of the Chicago

Police Department.

in October 2004, information involving the distribution of counterfeit United States
Currency in the Chicago area was brought to our attention by officers of your
department. Over the course of the next two waeeks, Officers Brad Nielsen« Star
#19865¢ Jason Van Dyke — Star #9465/ Dan Pacelli — Star #8802, Steven Marino — Star
#47187 Jason Barney — Star #11095¢ John Gianopulos - Star #11680; ‘and Sergeant
James Ryle — Star #1783, in a joint effort with Chicago agents, conducted interviews
and tracked the counterfeit back to its souirce. As a result of the hard work and
dedication of the above Chicago Police Depariment personnel, a federal arrest warrant
was obtained and the suspect, who resided in Chicago, was arrested.

In recognition of their exceptional effort and cooperation, please pass along my
appreciation for a job well done. We value our friendship with the men and women of
the Chicago Police Department. If we can be of assistance in the future, please do not

hesitate to contact my office or me at 312-353-5431.

Sincerely, ~
. L)
(,, 1: o e
=0 e
Thomas N, Kasza o

Special Agent in Charge




11.8. Department of Homeland Security

PNITED STATES SRCRET SERVICK

Chicago Field Office

Suite 900 R
525 West Van Buren Street e
Chicago, 1L. 60607 '

March 23, 2005

Chicago Police Department A
Superintendent Philip J. Cline b
Dffice of the Superintendent

3510 South Michigan Avenue

Chicago, IL 60653

Dear Superintendent Cline:

On behalf of the United States Secret Service, | would like to extend my appreciation
for the outstanding assistance rendsred to agents of my office by mermbers of the
Chicago Police Department's Target Response Unit during a recent investigation

involving counterfeit United States currency.

in October 2004, infarmation involving the distribution of counterfeit currency in the
Chicago area was brought to our attention by officers of your depariment, Officers
Brad Nielsen #9865, Jason Van Dyke #9465, Dan Pacelli #8802, Steven Marino
#4718, Jason Barney #11095, John Gianopulos #11680 and Sergeant James Ryle
#1793, in a joint effort with special agents of the Chicago Field Office, tracked the
counterfeit currency back to its source, The conperation and professionalism
displayed by your officers during the suspect interviews was an integral part of the

success of this investigation.

On March 16, 2005, agents of the Secret Service made multiple arrests as a result
of this Investigation and seized in excess of $160,000.00 in counterfeit U.8.
aurrency.

In recogrition of their effort, professionalism and dedication pisase pass along My

appreciation for a job well done. We value our friiendship with the men and women
of the Chicago Police Department, {if we can be of assistance in the fulure, please

do not hesitate to contact my office or me at 31 2-353-5431.

Sincerely,

David W. Fisher
Acting Special Agent in Charge




EXHIBIT 2



30 October 2018

Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan, Circuit Judge
Leighton Crimipal Court

2600 8. California Ave., Rm.500

Chicago, Tlinois 60608

Dear Judge Vincent Gaughan,

1 dotit cven know where fo begin. T am writing this letter so Jate because there are 1o words to
desetibe how | am fooling ot what I or my family ate even going through, Tt all statted when my parents
were dating and had me, theit eldest daughter, Kaylee Van Dyke. My dad was in the police academy
and we lived in an apariment in Chicago which Iater on became my home. Growing up hasu’t been
easy. T was and still am very blessed with the life I have. My dad was and still is very protective of my
sister and me becase he knows the dangers of what happens on the sireets of Chicago daily. Te has
worked endless shifts either days,moenings and even nights to serve and protect the city of Chicago.

Over the course ofthe past five years I have been bullied, teased, picked on, threatened, you name it.
All because my dad did his job. My iife has been tumed upside down and flipped over multiple times,
but somehow I get back up and do my best ot to continue to oty or show mwy anger. My parents tell
me to fhis day that I am one of the best sutprises they have ever received and will do whatever it takes
to protect my sister and I no matter what, [ have never seen a happier family man, My dad has taught
me so much ard is so proud of my accomplishwents, We have an unbreakable bond that my mom and
do ot have. Thave his sense of humor and looks and his hard wotking skills.

He gets along with anyone he meets and has respect for evetyone. I know what kind of man my

Bither is. He rajsed me from bitth, October 7, 2001, The day of his verdict not only was my heaxt
sipped out of my chest, but he wouldn’t be there for my seventeenth birthday which made me fall into a
deprossion. I did not celsbrate nor did I feel ke i because it broke my heatt that my very own father
~ was not there to watch me blow ty candles out. Not only was Thanksgiving taken away fromus a fow

years back, but so was my birthday, and sow Halloween, On October 4, 2018, my dad had left court
 because I was being threatened at school and was automatically pulled ftom class and sent to the two
Chicago Police Officets we have at iy school, That night my dad cried when he retarned to coutt
because he was trylng o cote to me to protect me like any other father would. When he retumed back
home fhat night 1 coliapsed crying my heart out because [ blamed myselfand still do because ke had to
Ioave coutt. T have Jost so many fiiends, incliding my best fiicnd, the choice 1o attend a private school,




fymily memmbers, and nany more. My teenage 1ifs should be about experiencing bigh school and finding
who I am. Tnstead T have grown up at a vety young age and know what the evils of the real wotld are.

1 can confinue to tell you what an amazing, renarkable, outstanding man my fiher is, but I want you to
get to know the real Jason Van Dyke. 1 know who he really is and not what the public has porirayed
hitn 2o be as well as the media or any news source, Over the years I have Jeamed how o handle my
emotions and deal with him going to court, but now that ke is gone T foel ag T am Jeft with nothing, My
father is locked up for serving and protecting the streets of Chicago, For doing his job, Ona squad car
“\We serve and protect” is painted in big bold white Tefters on the door, Is that not what my father has

done?

I receive one phone calla day to hear tmy dad’s voice. My family has to drive three hours only one day
out ofthe week to only see him for an hour, The last time 1 hugged my dad or gave bima kiss goodbye
was on October 5,2018; Now I touch his hand through a piece of dirty glass and speak through a
phone where the connection breaks in and out of, 1 do not eat like I used to, I have no appetite. 1 do
not sleep at night due to nightmares and crying because [ wonder fmy dad has pillows or blankets or
has eaten before going to bed. L do not have the energy to do homework, see the ftiends I have, or
enjoy any sports I was in. IfT do sleep it is because I cry myselfto skeep wondering why this world is
backwards and why my dad was tatgeted. Chicago was home. Now if’s a place  look at o stay in.

My dad is Jike any other regular man out there in fhis world, but one biltion times better. He is niy hero,
1y shovlder to cty on, my mestor. Nota day goes by whete I do not pray or write 3 Ietier to him. That
is one of the only ways I have to comnmnicate with the man who has helped bring me into this world. 1
have seen my father every day of my 1ifo and waking up and knowing he isn’t here or when he will come
home kills e, There is tiot a day that goes by where I amnot proud of him. He put his 1ife on the line
for the entire city like the rest of the Chicago Police Depariment. He does not deseive {o sit behind bats
for serving and protecting Chicago. Only he was in this position and had to make a split second decision
{o protect himself and Chicago. My heart sincerely goes to the McDonald family, but i's tine to bring
1oy dad home, I's time for him to see my sister graduate eighth grade and watch we graduate high
school. T's time for hit to hug and kiss his wife and protect his fumily, Bring my dad home. Please.

Stop the crying and the pain and give my dad leniency. He is an annziog fither and I will never stop

belng “daddy’s Title gll.” Bring hin home.
. W{h
Kaylee Van Dyke



Kaylee Van Dyke
M. Crenns
Civics 7th

22 October 2018
The Harsh Reality of What 2 Pofice Officer’s Job is Really Like

When talking about a police officer and their job, the topic can turn everyone in a room against
each other. Some people have negative opinions on. fhe Chicago Police Department or any other
officers dus to the media. What othexs do not understand is the media twists events‘ {hat take place with
any event ot the Chicago Police Department in general, making people create negative thoughts and
opinions. A Chicago Police Officer’s job is to setve and protect the cily and the people. An that s
exactly what they do. What some do not realize is that officers have a toughjob and have to deal with
dangerous people at times, that the media does not caphure for: the rest of us to see. When those who
do not cooperate with the officer(s) that’s what causes the next problem that is a huge topic in media
Tately kuown as “police brutaliy.” Many get “police brutality” confised with assertiveness and having to
handle someone who's acting out of contrel. Ifyou call this nunber at (312) 618-6666, a defense
attotbey named Joe Lopez will have 2 recotding for you to Jisten to stating “do not fight the officer, go
oalmly and listen because if you do not i will oply cause more problems and have the officer act more
harshily to get you.info the car o take youto the station.” Due to training, ifyou do nof act
approp-riately, the officer has fo use some type of force (not police brotality) to get you imto the car.
When protecting the streels of Chicago, Police Officets encounter others with weapons that could
potentially hurt others or even an officer. As a daughter of a police officer, 1 know what ﬂleil‘ job is

achually like and not what it is made ovt to be by the media. Iknow the positives of a Police Officet, the



Chicago Police Department, FOP, ete. For a cop, the rose-colored glasses are ahyays off on duty.
They look at reality and what the world is really like in otder o protect. The media and news shames
police officers for doing their jobs. The Chicago Police Depatiment, officers, and their families are one
piant family and not only do they take care of others, they take carc of each ofher. The answet is not to
have better training for police officers, because going through the Police Academy, they already have
vigotous sirict {raining that make fhem have to deal with the difliculties ihey face ona daily and the
dangerous people and sitvations they are put through. The answer is how does society change to realize
officer’s are normal people have fanilies who put their 1ifs on ihe line to protect vs. Police oifﬁcers do
s1ot care about what color you are, if you ate short or 1all, etc, They cate about your safety, What we
cando to Ehange ihe negativity built upon the Chicago Police ﬁeparhnent and its officers is to stop
telying on the media and news for their opinions and to develop our own through knowing the trath of 2
situation and nothing but the truth to develop better, positive opinions on our officers. I’s imporiant to

rely on the truth because you will be able to finally anderstand that a Police Officet’s job s to serve and

Proteot and not about “police brutality.”

‘This was a speech I had written for my civies class and T ihought you would like o read it,




October ,2018.

The anorabie Vmcent M. Gaughan

- ,'Lefghton Cr:mma! Court -

'2600S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chlcago H 60608 ey
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Octoberlt, 2018

The Honorab]e Vincerit M. Gaughan -

: 'Leighton Criminal Coutt

'2600'S. California Ave. Rm. 500 . -
Chicago, Il 60608 ~ .

Dear Judge Gaughan, :
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Gctdbergo, 2018,

The Honorable ancent M. Gaughan

e ghton Cnmmal Court

"2600 Sf Callforma Ave.. Rm. 500
thc_aga, 1 6960§
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T .'Leighton Crlmmal Couf‘t

Octoberzy 2018,

‘The anorable Vincérit M. Gaughan . "

26005, Califorhia Ave. Rm. 500
Chlcago, l[ 60608
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October 11, 2013

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, I 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan, |
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Sincerely,
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court .
2600 S. California Ave, Rm. 500
Chicago, il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, i1 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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Sincerely,




October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leightori Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, |l 60608
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Sincerely,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leightcn-(:r‘tminai Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 11 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, It 60608

Dearludge Gaughan,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M, Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago; Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 11 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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Sincerely,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
l.eighton Criminal Court

7600 S. California Ave. Rm, 500
Chicago; |l 60608

Dear Judge Gaugharn,
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Octcber 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm, 500
Chicago, [ 60603

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 11, 2018

The Honorahle Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 1l- 60608 D

Dear Judge Gaughan,

Sincerely,
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Crifinal Court '
2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, lI- 60608 .

Dear Judge Gaughan,

Sincerely,
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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Cciober 11, 2018

The Honotable Vincent M. Gaughan
Lelghton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, il 60608

Deat Judge Gaughan,
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October 11, 2018

The Honorabie Vincent M. Gaughan
Lelghton Criminal Court '
2600 5. California Ave. Rm. 500
Ch:cago, 1) 60608 '

Dear Judge Gaughan, -
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan

Le:ghton Crifminal Court
2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, I 6060__8 '
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Sincerely,




October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan

Leighton Criminal Court
2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500

Chicago, I} 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 17,2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan

Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 11 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan /
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500

Chicago, 1l 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorablé Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 $. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, |1 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 11 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, || 60608

Dear ludge Gaughan,
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Sincerely,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave, Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court
2600 S. California Ave, Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608
Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 1l 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan, |
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M, Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 §. California Ave. Rrmi. 500
Chicago, 1l 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 11, 2018

The Hororable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court '
2600 S. California Ave. Rm, 500
Chicago, Il 60608
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October 11, 2018

The Hohorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 1l 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan, 1 . .

Sincerely,
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October/2,2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
{ eighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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Qctober 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M, Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, il 60603

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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Sincerely,
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October , 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, I 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminalt Court

2600 S. California Ave, Rm. 500
Chicago, it 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,




October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 5. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

-

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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Sincerely,




October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 1| 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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Octoher 11, 2018

The Honorabie Vincent M. Gaughan

Leighton Criminal Court
2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500

Chicago, || 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan, ' .
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Qctober 11, 2018

The Honorahle Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500,
Chicago, Il 60608
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October 11, 2018

The IHonoratile Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 1l 60608 '
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Octoher 11, 2018

The [Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. Calitornia Ave.Rm. 500
Chicago, 1l 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 11, 2018

The Honorahle Vincent M. Gaughan
Leightan Criminal Court

5600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 1l 60608
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan .

Leighton Cr iminal Court
2600 §. California Ave. Rm. 500

Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 18, 2018

The Honotable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court . '
2600 S. California Ave. Rim. SOO
Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Laighton Crifninal Court . o
2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500 '
Chicago, il sosqs '

DearJudge GaUghan
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Sincerely,
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October 11,2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughanh
Leighton Criminal Courl .

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608 '

Dear Judge Gatighan,
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October 11, 2018

The Honordble Vincent M. Gaughan

Lei_gh’mﬁ Criminal Court .
2600 S. California Ave, Rm. 500
Chicago, 1l 60608 '
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Laighton Criminal Court . ‘
2600 $. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, - 60608 '
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Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughah
Lelghton Crifninal Courl . '
2600 S. Californfa Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, il 60608 '

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 11, 2018

The Honorab]e Vincent M. Gaughan
Lelghton Crifninal Court . ‘
2600 S. California: Ave Rm. 500 o
Chicago, I} 60608

Dear }udge Gaughan
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October 14, 2018 -

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court . '
2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608 .
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October 11, 2018

The Honotahle Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court .

2600 S. California Ave. Rm, 500
Chicago, 1 60608 .
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Sincerely,
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October 11, 2018

The Honordhle Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Crifninal Court . '
2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 11 60608 '

Dear Judge Gaughan, I |
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court .

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 1I~60608 '
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October If, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court . ‘
2600 S. California Ave. Bm. 500~ ’
Chicago, I1- 60608 '

Pear Judge Gaughan, ' ,

Sincerely,

W)%



October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gatghan

Leighton Criminal Court .
2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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Sincerely,




October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan

Leighton Criminal Court . ‘

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500

Chicago, Il 60608 '
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 1l 60608
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm., 500
Chicago, |l 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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" October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 §. California Ave. Rim. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 1l 60608
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Octoher 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan

Leighton Criminal Court
2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500

Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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QOctober 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan

Le;ghton Criminal Court
2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500

Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,

Prense ot L%mmw o ofheea. var oy KE. HE

Has JAY FAM(EL,{ (a3 CLO BT S .‘Twr:-
mEED e AT Hem £ H2 pmpoé A IS YL AR T

p&fﬂ(ﬁ £ d/;{;,f'/ﬂ..r Ff.{)(f_,', AN 7T ULT(M\mf‘é"LV ﬂd{.«_/ s

/’7{7*.3 ¢ £,

DrOQHTIRS WHE
At

Sincerely,

/J‘ia.___.-—”/ //‘féj



October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court _
2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500~
Chicago, Il 60608
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court '
2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608
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Qctober 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court ‘
2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500

Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500 '
Chicago, Il 60608
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The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
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October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Crifninal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608 L

Dear Judge Ga ughan,
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October 17; 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave, Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 1l 60608
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The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
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Chicago, 1l 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 15, 2018

" The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm 500
Chicago, ! 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608
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October 17, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. Califarnia Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 1l 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, |l 60608

Dear ludge Gaughan,
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October 17,2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 1160608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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The Hohorable Vincent M. Gaughan
“Leighton Criminal Coutt
2600°S. California Ave, Rm. 500 .
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October 15 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan

Leighton Criminal Court
2600 §. California Ave. Rm. 500

Chicago, Il 60608
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; T REGUEST LEwLEML

pon QTG TS Le el )0

t vown TS0

«
Fon Jhsen VAN bYKE. T~ HAvE ome¥ b Hir

Theouse His DUTIES AT Folf BuT HH s
7o RE A KinD Arb o pStDERATE. M WHo .
HtS  WIIFE A gIbDS. L AlLSo MET ghEN S
~Houcy THIS biFfFlcuct frocESS D

IFE TIFFawY “ A
T LeriEncy BE GFRAMTED 100 JASoM S
At el : as T koo SHE HAS 577(4“@6*!;"«2

=
Sincerely, <70 fRoVIPE For Tuetl qJwo D
¢mﬁiux Forl cwsrafnmé- THIS R

vis Zobtl

DL L



October 15 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608
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October 15 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court
2600 S. California Ave, Rm, 500

Chicago, !l 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 23, 2018

Judge Vincent Gaughan

liinois Cricuit Court of Cook County
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California, Room 500
Chicago, iHlinois, 60603

Confession: 80 years of Age; Married 17 yrs.; Widowed 34 yrs.;
Two adopted Children; Guardian -one Special Needs person 34
yrs; Foster Parent 22 yrs; Cared for all racial and ethnic children;
Volunteer: St. Vincent de Paul -Assisting the needy and.Housing
Homeless 40 years, All racial and ethnic persons; ‘Homeowner
and Property Tax Payer 57 yrs. Born and raised Chicago.

interest: McDonald / Van Dyck Case | am making a judgement call.
i see one problem that all political administrations weand
churches ignore. The breakdown of the family.

Working for DCFS there were two very fine leaders, Denise Kane
State Inspector General and Atty. Catherine Ryan. both very
excellent choices for their postions; Both very practicing orthodox
Catholics, yet! One rule they both instructed me to follow was not
to mention the parents sexual lifestyle as a problem; | could say,
"don't smoke; don't use drugs”, and other simple helpful
suggestions, but never their lifestyle as unmarried, sexually
active persons. (one case: one mother, four fathers of four
children. )
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Do you know, according to the figures | have read in community
reports, 75% of black mothers in Chicago, Cook County, are not
married, the children are not fatherless, but abandoned. Thatisa
cultural and moral problem. Maybe instructions have changed at
DCFS, hut | doubt it. Some DCES and social workers have the
same lifestyle, unmarried or divorced with children.

suicidal bullies: My wake up call was watching a black mother and
her son, age about 13, arguing over the way he tied his
shoelaces. { many years ago) t was a gang sign then. The boy
obviously placed no value on his life as he dismissed all his
mother's warnings about the danger he was placing himself in. By
the signs he was giving out and who he hung around with, where
he hung out and the dangers he placed himseif in. | described him
as suicidal, not that he would kill himself, but he might be killed in
a gang war did not seem 10 bother him.

| had two foster children that ! would describe in the same
manner , worse yet, they were cuicidal bullies. They willingly
placed themselves in harms way, in fact, sought it out. One girl,
one bay, both were white teenagers. McDonald is black, but in
my judgement he fits my description of a suicidal bully. He
deliberately places himself in harms way because he does not
truly value his life. Accoring to what 1 read, he was raised in a
disfunctional home, motherless and fatherless. Not surprised by

this report.

S0, who has to deal with the mess we have allowed him to grow
up in? The schools and the police. As | watched the trial unfolid, |

2
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blamed his family, | biamed our acceptance of a moralless society.
These problems have been shoved off onto the hearts, minds and
strength of teachers and the police. T hey are hired to teach and
control these suicidal persons and gangs. Parents failures are now
their burden. |1 do not see the elected keepers of government, the
laws, and the purse strings, really doing anything about it. 1 have
been watching for decades.

Can you do something about it. Speak to the problem ? Consider
this dangerous swamp the teachers and police work in when
sentencing Van Dyke. Will it be a better world if his children grow
up fatherless? 1 think it would be a better world to have had
McDonald raised in an intact family. We need some strict laws to

do this, don't you agree?

Joan Solms '
7 ﬁ%ﬁ/f’a ) p%éd—é
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3442 Arden Ave. Brookfield, IL 60413

Payl E. Tomasewskd

October 31, 2018

Honorable Jidge Vincerit Gaughan
Lelghton Criminal Gourt '
2600 S California Ave Roor 500
Chicago, 1160680

Your Honar:
Having followed the Van Dyke sase, and having been & member of the law enforcement communlly, |
have felt déep concerns on {his matter; and offered countless prayers over it

This case Is very complex. Herea good officer reacs to a problem on the sireet and does what he
has trained {p do ovar the years. {l personally-spent my teenage yoars in the area of otcurrencs.) Not

being there 1 could enly raact o what | seen-on News coverage. This is making your decistonis difficult
wse possible arid that they

at besl, We all know that drug infused people are capable of doing the wo :
have no real control of thelr actions. This individua! had to be taken out for the safety of all on the stest

that night.

There, has not been chargas of OFFICIAL MISCONDUGT, in this and a8 such tils matter calls for
teniency in sentence. I pray that your heart will guide you in progess of sentence.

If you case 1o contact.me, | would be happy to expand on my views with you.
Fhank You for your considerations inthis matler

Sinceraly,

Paul Tomasewski




October 29, 2018

Honorabie iudge Vincent Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 § California Room 500
Chicago, lilinols 60680

Your Honor,

My name fs iaitlyn Van Dyke and | ar writing to you in regards to my father. | am twelve years old and |
khow about what is happening to my dad. For the last four years my family has had our lives turned
upside down because my dad did his job. My parents do not go over all of the details of what happened
but | do know that my dad had to shoot someone and that person lost their iife. iy dad has beena
policeman my entlre life and 1 have always been proud to say my dad is 2 cop when people ask me. |
know the difference between right and wrong and am being raised with love and respect for myself and
others. | have always been taught the police are good peaple who are just doing their jobs trying to

keep our city safe.

i have been builled at school about what has happened. Kids come up to me and say that my dad is a
rurderer. That hurts so much when people say that to me. My dad is not that. | have had nightmares
and have trouble steeping because my dad may have to go away fora long time. | can’t concentrate at
school because of what Is happening to him. My dad loves me and my sister and mom and is a kind

person.

i iove my dad more than words can say. i do not want my dad to go away for him doing his job. We have
already been affected so much. My dad used to love to go out in public with me and my sister and after
this happened he doesn’t come out with us much. If he does he is always changing how he looks so that

ho.one can recognize him so that we do not get hurt because people do not itke what he did. My dad

would never let anything happen to us.

nd he takes me to my dance classes and basketbail games. He
d is | enjoy something | am apart of he makes sure that ! cornmit to

encourages me to try new things an
what 1 am doing and have fun, He alsa makes sure that | am a good person and student. We go to
church. My dad is my

church together and pray together. We like to help Sister Maria Paufina inour
everything | want him to see me grow up and do well in school and make him proud. My dad and my

family are really hurting qnd  think that we have huri;renough. { beg of you to think of my sister and
when you make your decision, | need my dad in my life,

iiVe spend as much time together a

Sincerely,

Haitlyn, Ver-Byhe

Kaitlyn Van Dyke
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October 22, 2018

Eircuit Eourt of Cook County
Judge Vincent Gaughan
2600 S, Calffornia Rearn 500
thicago, ii. 60680

. RE: Jason Van Dyke
tHonerable ludge Vincent Gaughan,

{ am writing on behaif of Jason van Dyke. Please allow me Yo introduce myself. My nameis
Tiffany Van Dyke, fam Jason’s wife. We have been together since 5000 and rarfled since 2002. We
have two wonderully biright and beautiful well mannered and respeotiul daughters together ages 17
and 12, When my husband and I met he was nota Chicago Police Officer. We fell in love and | kngw
that was a path in life be wanted to take. He has always felt the need to help gthers. The gift of being
able to séfve and protect was always something that mads him smile. He knew he would make a
difference even if it was a smiall orie for sofriébné in the community. The.day he graduated the Chicago
Police Acaderay was one of his and my praudest moments together aside from our wedding and birth of
our children, We both knew he would be greatat his career. He had many opportunities to grow within
the department. He hot only worked in a few of the districts but also got the chance to work within
some units, He knew the life of a police officer was hot going to be an easy otie but hie was up for the
chaflenge, he wanted to make a difference. te also at one point was one of a select few Chicago Police
Officers chosen to work for former President Barak Obara’s, inaugural security detail-when he won his
second term.

Jason the human being as | know himand as other should know hirm:
iason is a very kind gentle soft spoken mar. He is compassionate, considerate and courageos.
also say that heisavery lovirig warm hedrted husband and father. | couijdri‘t inagine mysealf with
anyone else, He Is a very loving patient and sympathetic father. e is a rational and sensible person.
Jasen has a strong bellef ivi his faith as well, He takes joy.in knewing he has a yelationship with God. He

voluntéers where needed and loves to fielp others. Jasonis a proud inesmber of the Knights of Columbus.

which fs a catholic organization bulid up of men of faith and charitable action. jason loves the small
things in life: helping raise his datighters and shaping them into strong confident smart reliable human
beings who witl make a difference in the world and do better than him anhd tever could:

Zince the verdict has come out my family has suffered more than | can even put into words. My
daughters had their father ripped away from them to possibly never he able to hold each ptheragain.
Neverta be able to hug each other or even have my hushand Kis them goodnight, My children do-not
sieep right or eat right. They teel guiity when they are bulifed at sciool and-he cannot come to-théir
rescue. The day before the yerdict camé out Iy hiushand and | ran to our eldest datghter's side -
because she was being targeted so that others kids with no true kiiowledge of thie truth could harm her.
fiy hiusband was acting as he should in those rnorherits a FATHER. My chiidren may never have their
father see them hit juflestones [r theif Jives such as: Graduations and getting driver's licenses, Also
falling in love for the first time. My hushand should be there the first time thieir hearts get-broken to pick
upthe pieces and help them pull through. Then jater down the fine marriage and grandkids.

For myself ] have the possibility of losing my soul mate. My best friefid. ] have been left to tend
s twio children on my own, | am a strong women but | figver anvisioned my life as raising my kids by
ryself, 1 want fo be able to hold my husbanid in my arnis and kiss-him goodnight and grow old together,
There are no words to éxpress such a feeling of Joss 1 have.

| would
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} sit here kihowing that more than orie family is forever changed from the tragedy. ] will alvrays
pray for both of our famifies as1 know lason will as well. The ran that you have seen in the court reom
i ¢he kind gentle quiet soul that | fell in iove with and éontinue %o $ail pore in love with every day. 1
realize my. hushand was ¢harged criminally, but he-was convicted by the court of publle ofiinion a long
te have such strong opiniohs s to his guilt it has demonized

fime agh, Wiy before the trial. Because peop

him and made hima monster in the media and he's had to disgulse ifnself for four years evetywhere
we go. We're afraid to give anyone our name, our daughters have endured more pain than @ny child
should ever have to face, lcan'tgetd good job, and my husband hasn’t been able to get a good job nor
will he ever inthe future. We foel fike aurflves have been ruined forever because of a life altering split
second desision that ny husband had to make. A decision that no one undetstands unless they have
stood In his shoes, but have Monday morning quarterbacked now for fotir years, fason will never be a
police officer again. Not only Jason, but all of us, have heen punished enough. Please find it in your heart
to consider the punishinent already endured by him that will undoubtedly continue for the rest of his
tife. There wasna malice, ill intent, or hatred on that fateful night of 10~ )0-14 wheh my husband was
faced with the split.second decision to shoot or to be kiiled himself, Meaning he wouldn’t come home to
us. And now he can’t come home to us because he believed he was making the right choice that night.
What is wrong with this picture? Some may considerwhat he did to beéa mistake, and that may be what
the jury thought, but to make it a criminal act is just wrong on so Many fevels. it should have been a

police digcipling issue-

Titfany Van Dyke




October 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, !l 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,
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October 18, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M, Gaughan
I.eighton Criminal Court

2600 8. California Ave., Rm. 500
Chicago, lilinois 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,

1 am writing asking fot leniency in your senience of defendant Jason Van Dyke.

Something that struck me js that the defendant worked a 4 hour part time job at Walmatt on the
date of this incident, presumably earning nininum wage or slightly more.

tragic incident. He was {rying fo

The defendant was not out to harm or kiil on the night of this
and teturn home to his family at the

protect Chicagoans as he was trained, provide fot his family,
end of his shift.

Thank you for your time,

Sincerely,

0. o

Eileen C. Murtaugh




Octobet 6, 2018

Judge Virice Gaughain
2600 South Callforrita Ave, Rt 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Subject: Officer Jason Van Dyke

We support Office Van Dyke as we feel it is very difficult to be a pofice officer in Chicago dealing
with offenders like Laguan McDonald. Offenders high on drugs, carrying weapons, and
digobaying police arders are a threat not enly to the police butto the citizens ¢f the city.

We request you take ali of this into congideration at senteficing and be gs lenlent aa possible.
This was Officer Van Dyke's first shoofing and his conesarn for himself, his fellow officers, and
public safety needs to be respected. Actually living out the situation should not be compared to
a video that does not show the thought process of someone in immediate. danger. It is always
easy o second guess an event that is over. Much tdamage can be done by a person who is
high on PCP arid carrying a krife. There is only an instantwhen a policeman must make a
decision or he may be the one lying dead in the street. ‘

We were residents. of Chicago untit April of this year.. Due to thereased crime, poor treatment of
the police, and other reasons, we have relocated to Nevada.

Siricerely,

Ron Kruzic

Tomuy. Mu

Nancy Kruzic




19-October 2018

To:  The Honorable ludge Vincent M. Gaughan

Your Honor,

My name is Andrew McGlynn, | am a Sergeant with the Chicago Poelice Department. |
have been a police officer for a Iittle over 19 years. The reason | ant writing to you is to request leniency
in the sentencing of Officer Jason Van Dyke.

| came on the job a cotiple years before lason did. | hid the pleasure of working a few
ob on-1% watch (midnights} back In the old 009" District at
g approximately 24 hours in squad cars with lason was
st, nor is he a murderer, He fs & regular guy who went:

hts we worked together e went our separate ways. i
went to the Targeted

nights with Jason when he was new on thej
a5t & 1owe. The impression | took from spendis
that he was no differeht than me. Heisnota raci
to work to provide for his faraily. After the few nig
made the tactical team sooH after and ultimately was promoted to Sergeant. Jason
Response Unit and later to the 1% watch I the 008" District. | have run inta Jason a few times In the last
15 years, a couple fimes on the street where we exchanged greetings and Jason talked about how proud
e was of his daughters or how busy life is witki the sidejobs and the kids activities to which | responded
similarly. The last time | saw Jason was when he was warking as a janitor/ handymah in the basemeént of
the FOP building while awaiting trial. At this point | could see he was a peaten fian; i fooked as if he
hadrt slept in menths and alt | could muster up to say-was that | was praying for.him 8.1 hope j;hl‘ngs;v .
work oul for the best. In my, opinion, he has served a very roiigh Sentence already between his regret

and having to watch what his family has gone through over the last 4 yeays. I'wor't get into hig dctions
on the night in question, but | will say that | can

assure you that he did not leave his house intending to
hurt anyone, his actions were forced by.a young: man who did [edve his house with fio good Intentions. A
young man who was under the, jnﬂuence of narcotics, who had been arrested 26 times, who would not
obey lawful police orders {o dropa knife dragged Jason into the_sjtuatiop he riow deals with.

It closing, Your Honor, | agk that you h‘avé_ mercy on Jasan and the Van lf),yke famiily with the
most lenient sentence possible; This-ar will abviously will never be a police officer or carry a weapon .
again. He has no ctiminal background. Please do not make his farnily suffer anymore than they have.
Jason was victiniized by the Chicago Police Dépértm_ent, 1went thro,uéh the academy a little before
Jason and tha mantras of “shioot until the threat is eliminated” and “bettet to be }d‘dge'd by 12 than.
carfed by 8” were beaten into our heads. The poor training we recéived ultimatély bit him. Please, Your
Honot fet this man and his fam'ﬁ'y‘-ﬁnd peace and attempt to reassemble thelr lives as best as they can.

. ‘Sincerely, o

ety e ) NENES
L

o T oo - LT oLt




October 18, 2018

. The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Cotit

2600 §. Califoinia Ave. Rm, 500
Chicago, I 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,

The purpose and intent of this letter is to request Jeniency for sentencing on behalf of Officer
Jason Van Dyke. Officer Van Dyke is devoted hushand and loving father, who was brave
enough to choose the career of an officer of the Jaw. He was put info a difficult life threatening
situation and it is hard to imagine the split second decisions that our officers have to make every
day to keep safe. 1 believe Officer Van Dyke had no ifl will as he got ready for worl that night,
said good bye to his family and headed in. Officer Van Dyke was vilified for just doing his jobin
the media before he even: walked through the doots of the courtroom, please take this inte

ponsideration. Our Officers are constantly put into situations thait are highly dangerous and they

have to make choices that are life changing jn a matter of mere seconds, few would want o walk
in their shoes. Instead of supporting the officers a majority of society ctiticize and ridicule them
without trying to see things from their point of view. Again please take into consideration the

strenuous sitaations and find some kind of balance.

Sincerely;

Jessica Ges




The Honorable Vingent M. Gaughn
Lelghton Criminal Court

2600 8. Galifoinia Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, Il 60608

Re: Jason Van Dyke

Honorable Vincent Gaughn,

This letter Is to reguest leniency when considering Jason Van Dyke's sentence. } believe that the day of
ing the citizenis of Chicago.

the shooting Jason left his home like any other day with the Iitent of protacti
Our_pd!igie women and men put their lives on the line for us every day. Theyare tiainéd to serve and
protect. 1truly believe in Jason’s heart and mind he was doing just that on that day. tam sympathetic
o the family.of the man that was killed but t also believe this would have been avaidedif he had

listened and did what was asked of him by the police.

It is a sad day for the citizens of Chicago that our police no longer fecaive the respect they desatve.
Pepple are very ready-io take photos and judge but they are not in the shoes of thess men and women.
The medtiia and protestors have used.Jason Van Dyke a5 a scape goat to get their point across. The point
that should be sent is respect and Histen to the police officers and these situations will be avoided:

Sincerely,

Chia Sl

18an Lukasik




October 15, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 § California Ave.; Room 500
Chicago, IL 60608

Dear Honorable Sir,

{ am a voter, a civil servant and a human being. | am urging you to apply the same standards to
Officer Jason Van Dyke as you would to any first-time offender that appears before you. It is within your
purview to sentence this Officer to supetvision on the count of Second Degree Murder, as the likelihood
of recidivism is so remote. 1t is also within your discretion to combine all 16 counts of aggravated
battery into one count, even though the jury's verdict is contradictory. | have never seen a single act
broken into so many pieces, even in such a politically and a racially motivated prosecution.

| also ask you to change the date of the sentencing. The unbelievable danger that a Halloween

sents to the members of the Chicago police Department and the citizens of Chicago
nd common citizens masked, The

.treaters Is a recipe for tragedy that is

sentencing pre
would be exponentially increased by having potential protesters @
utter chaos of a Jarge scale protest combined with standard trick-o

gasily avoidable.

Thank you for your consideration,




October 31, 2018

Honorable Judge Yincent Gau ghan
Leighton Criminal Court

26005 California Reom 500
Chicago, Iinols 60680

Your Honaor,

My name is Robert Flores; my relationghip to the Van Dyke family is I'm the aldest’s daughter’s
boyfriend. For the past two years F've come i6 know the Yan Byke family dearly. The Hirst time |
met Mr. Van Dyke | was very nervously waiting for hir to ¢come home. When Mr. Van Dyke
walked into the house, he greeted me with a smile and handshake along with a joke that made
me laugh. From that point on he has become a very important figure in my life, becoming
another father figure to me. He welcomed me over for dinner.all the tirrie and made sure there
was always room for me. At dinner he would make the entire family taugh whether it was
ihrough telling jokes storfes or talking about his day at work. He also made it a point to include
ma in all their family events from that point on. Even when i tested his patience he foigave me
for my wiang doing and thade sure | was okay. He was always there to talk to me, even mare
that my own-blood father. Continuously being around this family i've witnessed how arnazing
of a job Mr. and Mrs. Van Dyke raised theit two beautiful daughters Kaylee and Kaithyn,
Together as ateam, they have taught them tight from wrong, to show compassion and
forgiveness no matter how bad semeone hurts you, and fo respect and love one another, Given
the circumstances he was undér Jason Van Dyke, in my &yss, is tha strongast man | have ever
met. He always placed others before hirself, especially when {t came to his family. When they
had had days or faced difficulty he encouraged them to riever lose hope and to never give up.
To this very day | see him as the person that never gave up in his darkest times cared for.and
toved his family more than anything in this world, also welcomed ime into his family like [was
his owr. As many times as | could say thank you to him, | will never be ablé o thank him
enough for everything he has done for me, You put his wife, two daughters, and the rest of his
family through so much pain, all 1 ask now is that you show leniency, and let their suffering end

as early as possible.

Respectfully,

Robert Flores



The Honorable Vincent Gaughan
Leightor: Criminal Gourt

2600 S California Avenue, Roowm 500
Chicago, Hinols 60680

Dear Judge Vincent Gaughan,

iy namie is Keith A. Thompson ii, | am Jason Vandykes' brotherin-aw. | have known Jason for over 13 years
and throughout that iima I've gone from being an only child to claiming Jason as my brother. Jason hiag two
amazing daighters that aré alfviost the same age and my {wo daughters. They have grown closer over time
which has only strengthened our rolationship, Jason loves to pravide for his family and his only desire is to
keep ther happy and taken care of. Jason played & big role in sericing his coramunity and strivad to make
Ghicago a safer place for everyons. Now, he's lost almost averything he worked so hard io cbtain in the blink of

an aye.

Your Honor, when taking the.time ta decide Jasan's fata | ask you fo consiiler everything that ie has Io&t,
averything him and his family have gone th roughand will be going jhoggt)._ My brother is now a ponvic_tqd felon.
Bue to this everything in his life wiii become exiremely more difficult and his family has to bear ihe weight of
this. | ask you, your Honor, to grant him prébation or the minimun sentencing. If Jasap goes to prison iHwill
have a tragic-ouicome for his immediate family, who will lose everything they have, Jason has lost Family,
frends and co-workers due to the circumstances survounding this trial. He avoids going out in public, worries
boy his wife and kids gafely as well as the rest of our famijy.'Please allow Jason o gat back to his family as

soon s6 possible, Thank you for taking the time to read this.

God bless,
ikéith A. Thompson




October 29, 2018
]—ionpra'i:ile Vincent Gaughan
Cook County, Circult Judge
26505, California Ave
Chicago, IL 60608

RE: Jason Van Dyke

Dear Judge Gaughan,

My name Is Stephanie Morigaido, and | am a Project Managerfor Prime Electrical and Exhibition
Services. | am married fo my best frietid of 19 years; my husband Joseph Mongardo and we share two
incredibly smart and beautiful daughters together. We live in & tight knit cormunity where everyone is
treated like family - 1 also have had the privilege of living 2 doors away from some of the greatest people
that I've had the honor to.know.

f am writing to you on behalfof one of my greatest friends, Jason Van Dyke. Jason's wite Tiffany
is ty best friend, which made Jason my friend by default. 1 have known lason for 12 years now, and !
know what type of person he Is. The person that was depicted during the trial | do not know; nor have
ever met, because that man doss notexist, Over the course of 12 years, have celebrated évery
milestone that's been filled with happiness during their highs and F've eried with them during their lows.
Jason is such a sweet and lovirig old soul. | have had many, many conversations with Jason and there
were a million reasons that made him smille. But what filled his heart and made him the amazing,
selftess man that he is today is his belief in Gotl, his wife, their 2 beautiful daughters; Kalley and Kaitlyn,
his farpily/friends and becoming a Chicago Police Officer, When he put that uniform on day after day,
he was proud man. He believed that God chose him to become & public servant-and to make a
difference in people’s lives, That uniform réprigsented everything he was and still {s to this day; he is 2
man of integrity, strength, courage, horor and bravery. A unifortn does not make a policeman - the
heart for the job, that is often very thankless, does. It's wa king up everyday to be the best version of
yourself and that is what Jason'Van Dyke has lived by.

Your honor, the man who was once 56 proud of wearing the Chicago Police Department uniform
he can-only-see his children and

fas now lost his purpose, As hé sits confiried in d cell as a broken man,
wite from behind a glass window. Aman wha Was once the protector of his family Is now unablé to fuafill
Hits lifetime role as a husband and a doting father, His e that he has worked so hard for, his dreams
that were once within reach, havé noWw been shattered by hroken hearts for doing a job that he was
trained fo do. Jason has suffered, your honor. As you know, this is riot only lason’s first conviction, but
fis first offense. €lven his otherwise décorated record, as well as his close ties o his farlly, friends and
community, | write this letter pleading that you ¥ind it within your heart to impose a fessersentence.

Respectfully,
$tephanie Mongardo



18 November 2018

Honerable Vincent M, Gaughan, Circuit Judge
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave., Rm. 500

Chicago, llinois 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan;

| am writing to you on behalf of Jason Van Dyke. | have known this young man
since birth, watching him grow into a fine young man, as a hushand and father, as
he pursued his dream of being a Chicago police officer, dedicated to what his oath

meant to him and the people he hoped to protect.

| have struggled In the past with his profession, hearing how difficult his job could
he and, at times, how frightening. He worked in a very difficult area of the city,
putting up with abusive treatment from those he strove to protect and, onceina
while, a thank you was extended, making him feel like he was doing the right
thing. | was often amazed at his resifience through it all, always going back, never
knowing what he would encounter the hext day, one day in riot gear, the next
walking a beat, but never second guessing his choice to be a pofice officer.

| cah only speak of the Jason | know, a dedicated father to his two daughters who
look up to him as their Dad for love and guidance, He has always been an engaged
parent, active in their lives and guiding them in his faith in God. He is a good
hushand who believes in providing for his family and extending his care and help
to his parents. | am proud to call Jason my nephew and Godson. My sons are
proud to be his cousins. Nothing has changed; we will always be proud to be his

family.

Sincerely,
Y gfy ' @m&ﬂ”‘” '

Eilen Shelhamer :




Honorable Judge, Vincent Gaughan, 2018.0ctober:23rd

Leighton Criripal Court
3400 S California Ave, Rin 500
Chicago, Illinois 60680

Yout Honor,

My name is John (reedon, I'm writing fo you egarding the sentencing of Jason Van
Dyke and am asking you for leniency. Ihave known Jason for maqy years. In that {ime I
have cone 1o be friends with a soft spoken, committed family man, He was always
considerate of ofhiers and had a wiy sense of humor. He is 4 strong Catholic, dedicated to
good works, among ther, Assistance to Mentally Challenged Children. Te also
happened tobe 2 Chicago Police Officer and though he did not often talk about werk, he
was proud to be an Officer and o serve the community.

Jt was with grave concera that T heard the news of the verdict, Concern for Jason, a good
man, a dedicated father and husband. Concern for his daughters and for Tiffany, theit
mothes and the wife he Joves. Concern for the communify Jason was happy 1o serve.
Concern for those who now may question fheir commitmet to serve the communities.

When campitg with & gioup of fellas some years back, it had become very cold out,
and it was announced that the dishes had 16 be washed, Nobody was volunteeting, Jason
stepped vp and washed the-dishes for the camp. Quietly. No big show, It was about 35
degrees out. His hands were biue, It may scen insignificant, but it struck me at the time
thaf thatis what service to others is about: And he did it natarally, Itis a fundimental
element of bis character. Jason is a giving man fhat cares for others, and his comrounity.
Yo is dlways prompt with a band shake and watm in welcoming, Jason is someone who
swill listen without reproach, yet with a sympathetic cat, Hie buys Girl Scout cookies from
ot -daughter and Pancake Bredkiast ticket's to our son's Boy Scout Fundraiser, whether
he oan atiend or not. ‘We have shared Holiday meals together-and exchanged good
heatted ribbing, Ho Is a family maf that I trust the lives and safety of my daughter and

son and wife to.

Your Honor, _
1 ask you for leniency in this case. You are welome to contact me.

‘God hless you and thank you for your cotisideration in this matter

Respectfilly Yous,
John Creedofi

: 6 Arden, Brookfild IL:, 60513
708.307.2697




October 28,2018

Honorable Judge Vincent Gaughan,

| am writing.oh behalf of my son, Jason Van Dyke.
My son was proud of being a Police Officer, working some of the toughest neighborhoods i Chicago. !

always knew he would be the best he could be. From his very first 'j“ob working in-a local store, stocking

shelves and doing whatever was asked of him, he gave it his all.

Jasonwas always a very caring individual. This showed ata very young age. He kitew when someong Was

sad or hurt and was extremely thoughtful. 1 know in his position as a police officer he was the same. He

supported his fellow officers and was proud to live and serve the clty.
Jason Is a family man who loves and adores his farmily: His pride In his daughters shines as he listens to
them recount their day: flothing makes him happier:

| can’t imagine the sacrifices menand women who

He is a believer, A believerin God, in tryth, in justice.

vow to serve ‘and protect g0 through évery day. My heart breaks thinking of every individual weighing
this responsibllity when they starttheir day.

uy will never leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrew 13:5)
[ think about this often — every motsent of every day, My joy suffers, but | know my son. He is a good
ran with a goot eart.
| asle for your mercy.
Respectfully,

Sue Van Dyke




QOctober 20, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court
2600 8. California Ave. Rm. 500

Chicago Hl. 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,

| have enly come to know Jason VanDyke since he was involved in the shooting of Laquan
McDonald. Since the shooting | have seen or spoke with lason almost every day. | have also come to
know his famlly. Over the past four years 1 had the opportunity to interact with the man and his family
and nothing is more valuable to him than the well being of his family.

During the past four years | have laughed with Jason and | have cried with him. He is deeply
religious and tries his best to lead a good Christlan life. The man | know is not a racist, not a murderer
and definitely is a good man. He makes sure his daughters get off to school every day he tells them how
much he loves them. He loves his wife and to watch them interact is a joy. His mother and father are his

life. He goes takes his family to mass every week.
We will probably never know what truly happened that night and for whatever reason these

y tell you what 1 tell everyone who asks me about Jason. If you had

two men’s lives intersected. [ can onl
the man | know could have

the epportunity | had to really know him you would say as | do. No way,
done this but we all know he did. The last thing 1 will say is as Jason was taken into custody | watched
his father standing there watching as tears rolled down his face, | thought that if Laquan McDonald had

a man like that in his life what a difference It wouid have made.

| would ask you to take ali the good he has done and factor it to your decision. May justice be

tempered with mercy.

Sincerely,

/@M\ '
Greg Bella

Recotding Secreatry FOP
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October 21, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M, Gatt ghan
Leighton Gririnal Court Building
2600 S. California Ave., Rm. 500
Chicago, I}inois 60608

Dear Judge Gaughian,

My name is Dean Angelo Jr, 1 a4 a current Chicago Police Detectlye, the son-of retived Detective and
formet FOP President Dean Angelo ST, the grandson of tho Jate Detective Patrick Angelo Sr, and the
older brother of Police Officer Amanda Angelo. 1 come froma long lineage of individuals who have
chosen to take up this noble profession and put our lives on the line for the safety of others. My
family and I have always viewed Chis profession s a vocation, 4 calling if you will. Duringmy 11
years as a Police Officer, 1 have come (o understand that it truly takes special individuals to dedicate
their lives fo a profession that is, at tines, more trying than mostany other, outside of mititary
seyvice.

I.din wijting this letter on behalf of Police Officer Jason Van Dyke, Isithere and attempt to write a
Jetter on behalf of an individual who has baen vilified and demonized over the last several years by

the media and others. These people have no other xnowledge of the man outside of 3 mug shot,

hastily taken newspaper phioto graphs, or a grainy video snippet. Understanding this disconnect, I
d nature of thé individual that [ have

startto focus on the humanity, personality, and general goo
come to know personally over that same amountof time, As ] endeavor to define for you the person

that is Officer jason Van Dyke, 1am reminded of a quotation I read ina Loyola University classical
studies class years ago. The guote is atiributed to the Roman Emperor, Marcus Aurelius; “A
person’s worth Is measured by the worth of what he vahies.”

I first came to megt Jason Van Dyke on a cold and vainy day in November of 2015, T'was an elected
Trustee on the FOP Board at the time, Myself, my fathier, arid several other FOP Representatives
drove to 26" and California to help escort Jason from Cook County Jail when he was granted bond.
In addition to us, were Jason’s father, some farnily friends, Jason's co-workers, and some retived
Chicago Police Officexs. At that time, this was already-a very high pre file case and we were met with
somie [esistance while trying to.get Jason to his cax. tis family and co-workers weie there for him
that night, just as he had been forthem guring their times of peed. For all the times he wentio help
out fellow Officers when they called for lielp over the radio, his call for help that night was
answered by those same men and womern. '

Shorily after being released, jason was brought o1 the staff at the Fraternal Order of Police. Ithad
come 1o our attention that Jason’s wife was not able to keep her business opern due to violent
threats inade against her and her customeis. This put his family In financial difficulties. The job.we
were able to offer hit was not on the same level of that of a Police Officet, but Jason gladly accepted
{t and began to work extremeély hard to provide for his family. It was also duving his time working
for the FOP that others and myself began to see the amazing person that jason Van Dyke is, He
easily took to the oiher staff and the FOP Board. Hisdry sense of humor always lifted the mood in
fhe office. His ability to maintain awonderful disposition and positive outlook during an extremely
difficult thme in his life was an inspiration to all who met him.

jason Van Dyke spent many yoars faithfully serving the citizens of Chicago as a Police officer. To
devalue-all of tiese years of Police work hased on one incident would be a dissexvice to Officer Van
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Dyke arid all of the countless people he helped throughout his career, Officer Van Dyke placed the
safety of others over his own, spent countless hours and holidays away from his family to serve this
city, and did so for 14 years: ltis my beliefthat Jason shared the same view of this profession as]
do. "Fhat view being that the work of a Police officer is a calling. His dedication to service dirlng
that time speaks volumes oit the value Officer Vari Dyke placed on making this city a safer place for

itw citizens drid should not be distregarded.

Jason s a regulai attendee at Mass, and an activé patticipant at hislocal church. Jason is also
enrolled as a Knight of Colivmbus. The Knights of Columbus area Catholicmen’s organization,
which conduct various works of charity throughout the community. ‘Being a member of this
organization is to'be a man who puis valae on faith and charity. Asa member of this organization,
especially thronghout this trying time, Jason dlways displayed these vaiues and demonstrated that
he truly is aselfless person and a man of great faith.

Jason has placed the safety and

well being of his wife and-danghters first, He and his family have received nuiterous threats of
violence agalnst them. Jason has maintained his role as the protector, ashe had as a Police Dfficer,
f safety aiid steadfasniess to his children and Wwife. The action he has talken to

by offering a feeling of s 5
provide for the financial and physical security for his family can only be described as herculean.

The value Jason places on family is undeniable. During this ordedl,

These values; taken as a whole, do not lend to the unfair image portrayed across this city, These
values do, however, acenrately depict Jason's worth as a person, a coworker, a friend, a husband;
and a father, These valaes exemplify a person who is worthy of the leniency of this court and
sentencing thatreflects his worth to his colleagues, friends, and most importantly, his family.

I thanlc you far taking the time to read this letter.

-Deané.AnW%u
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The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Leighton Griminal Court Building
2600 S, California Ave., Rm, 500
Chicago, lllinais 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,

The iiitial draft of my letterin support of Officer Jason Van Dyke wound ap-turning into an sight-
page composition. it contalned my Fheition of the Angelo Family’ s:nearly 90 years of mulii-
generational service to the City of Chicago as members of the Chicago Palice Department. My
original letter also addressed tha overwhelming lack of respect Law Enforcement Officers have
faced Torseveral years now, There was at least a paragraph or three that dealt with the type of
person who makesthe life-altering decision to become a Palice Officer and how that decision
drastically-changes her/his opinion of society, their physical and etnational self-and especially their
family life. The letter | was going to write also causad me to experience an averwhelming amount
of stress as | tried to remaln focused in my attemptio offer the strongest request possible on behalf

of Officer Jason Van Dyke. But this is not that letter.

Near the closing of my original work, everything changed. My reasoning, my foeus and my overall
purpose shifted to a more basic approach.on how to best impact your decision-making when [t
came to Officer Jason Van Dyke. Once the video of this shooting was released, 1 personally had to
answer an avalanche of questions posed to me from dozens of reporters representing nearly every
media outlet in existence. The guestions ranged from.the shooting itself, to the amount of shots
fired, to Officer Van Dyke the person, to questions about the FOP Contract and the list goes on and
on. Your Honor, if you would allow me and for the first time, | would like to use this letter to ask a

few guesticns of my own.

The media, politicians and even the prosecuting attorneys in this case all saw the same video and all
concluded that “Laguan McDonald was shot as he vas walking away from Officer Van Dyke”. This
narrative is as wrong as the nattative that Michzel Brown had his-hands up when Fergusson,
Missouri Officer Darren Wilson was fofced to fire his weapon. Your Honor saw that video. Let me
ask & question. When somenng is walking away from you, doyou not see that person’s back? Do
you not.see are least the rear shoulders, the hack of:the head? Would you not, ever so slightly, at
leait see some partof thaf person's posterior? Letme ask a follow-up to what:could only be an
affirmative answer; did Gfficer Van Dyke ever see the back, reaf shoulder(s), or any of the posteriar
of Laguan McDonald immediately priof to the shooting? Allow me to ta ke another liberty of

knowing the only answer you can offer me, No.
Let us move t6 my fiext question, also dealing with the video.. From the day of his initial hond
hearing and still today, | have said that Laguan McDonald's very last step forwa rd moves toward
Officers Walsh and Van Dyke. If you would please watch the video one more time, but this ime
focus only on Laguan McDonalds right foot, if you do Sir, you will only see what any unbiased eye
seas, which is the last step McDonald takes before Officer Van Dyke begins o fire moves from right
to left, |sthe movement of the right fout d shight movement? Yes, it i$ aver 50 slight, butyour
Honor that right foot absolutely moves fromright 1o left and foward the position of Officers Walsh
and Van Dyke. This is exactly what both testifiad to seeing from thelr varitage point in open court.
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October 21, 2018

To tny riext quastion. This time dealing with-evidence that was unrefuted and actually agreed upaen
by bioth sides; the prosecuiion yaaim, the defense team, the prosecu-tion’s medical exatminer expert
dical exarniner expert wiitness and everyone else that testifled to the

witness, the defanse’s me
initia shots that struck MicDronald. Were we not informed by everyone in your courtroom thatshot

Mo 1 struck McRonald’s upper left chest area and that shot No. 2 struck his front left neck/should
eed upon evidence, Does

area? Therefore; my next guestion deals with what we know to be agr
pot this ‘agreed upon’ avidence also prove that vcDonald is facing these two Gfficers and
furthermore that this person is in no way furanly possible, walking away from them? | must once
agalp assume that the only truthful and unbiased answer is that yes, this person is at: piinimum,
squaring off towards the shooting Officer. itis absurd for anyone to believe someone can suffer
these types of wounds while walking away from the shooting Officer.

Let us summarize what we can agree on thus far.
i. Llaguan McDonald was not walking away from Officers Walsh and Van Dyke, as clearly
dermonstrated in the video.
2. Laguan McDonald’s last step of his right, foot moves from right fo left, which is a step
towards the diréction of Officers Walsh and Van Dyke.
3. The fiistand seécond shots fired by Officer Van Dyke strike the front left chest and front left
neck/shoulder areas of Laguan McDonald, further proving McDonald was facing towards, oF
squaring off in the direction of Officers Walsh and Van Dyke.

nge the commonly shared tedia, political and prosecutorial parratives, do

These three points cha
hown to be agt‘uriate do

they not? Once again, can we not agree that yes, the threg points we've s
noy meet the public's perception and improperly accepted narrative. Let us not forget the
Ferguson, Missourt lie that was shared around the world; “Hands up, Don't Shoot”. We kinow that

never happenetl gither.

We naw kiiow that the right foet moves from right 10 teft and that shoulders were squaring towards

the Officers before the shooting took place. let me ask you to g‘dbac_k to the video once more. We
diately. prior to the shootinig.

need to look at the weapon, specifically vhiere the weapon wasimme
Onge more | must ask that you facus your attention to the last frames immediately priorto the start
of the shots belngfited. But this time please move your focus from the right foot.to the right arm,
Allthe while he is walking south on Pulaski, after McDonald removes the knife from his pocketand
after he flips the blade into the Jocked position, McDonald's right arm begins to swing back and
forth. These movementsare clearly depicted In the video, Thé right arm s readily visible as he
moves south on pulaski, all the while closing the distance between him and Officers Walsh and Van
Dyke. Sir; please continue to watch that pight arm. Whaitch that right arm up to'the very fast frarhaes
prior-to the shots heing fired and freeze it, Altow me to-ask my next question now. Wheré is the
pight arm? Can you see it? | Kivow | couldn’t see it if we can no [onger 5ee that right arii from olf
back view, where isit? Where does his tight hand, which is holding the knife, go? i the right arm is
not visible from the back view, where s it? The rightarm, the right fiand holding the knife and the
thraat has moved from his right side, to the front of fMcDonald’s body, and otitof pur view. Justas
Officers Walsh and Van Dyke iestified in courtand exactly when the shots bagan to be fired.
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Octoher 21, 2018,

Now et us re-suiiriarize What we can agres on thus far.

1. baguan ivigDonald was not walking away from Officers Walsh and Van Dyke, as clearly
demonstrated in the video.

7. Laguan MicDonaid’s [ast step of his right foot moves from right to left, which is a sfep
towards the direction of Officers Walsh and Van Dyke.

3, The first and second shots firad by Officer Van Dyke strike the front left chiest and front Jeft
neck/shoulder areas of Laguan McDonald, further proving McDonald was facing fowards, or
squaring off in the direction of Officets Walsh and Van Dyke.

4. ‘While holding a knifa in histight hand with the blade in a locked position, McBonalds right
arm disappears from view as we watch the scene develop from the back of McDonald. This
now leaves us with the absolute knowledge that the right arm holding a knife with a blade
in the locked poskion moves 10 the front of McDonald’s body and in plain view of Cfficers
‘Walsh and Van Dyke; all of wihich occurved immediately prior to any shots being flred:

Vour Honer |.cannot.explain why the information i"'ve shared in this letter wasn't shared to the jury.
[ arn not an attornay, nor would | second guess anything Officer ¢an Dyke's defense teaim did of
didn't do. | am a long on thetooth son of a Detective, a Detective myself, a Detective Trainer and
an Educator. | tend to look at things far too long and way too critical. Some might'say ama bit
ohbsassive, even compulsive, Maybe 1 am. Maybe lam not. But | do know that | look at things
differently and | do know that Officer Jason Van-Dyke did not murder Laguan McDanald. He did
take his lifé and Officer Van Dyke will face the Creatoiwith that on his ledger. That is a for ceriain
Sig. | also know that the videa is an emotional video. [tisa silent movie that shocks the viewer no
matter the viewer's background. | believe that Is sometliing else we can agree on.

I strongly believe the jury was moved by the emotion of the video anhd that their emotion played a
role in their conviction of Officer Van Dyke. How could théy not have been coaxed by the emotlons
of the video? They were all civilians. They don't see Wwhat you and | have seen, They don't deal
with people that you and | have dealtwith, rior should they, Wechose our careers, they chose
theirs. Those of us ‘inthe field’ see things differently, which is why | will always wonder whatyour
verdict would have been. A verdict based op the law, not emotion, | guess! will never know the

answer to that.

Please allow me ane series of questions, Your Honor, | put these questiotis to everyone who asks
tne about the innocence of an Officer who-firad 16 shots from his service waapon into'a person that
was prone for the greater part of the incident. My guestions to theém are as follows. 1f Gfficer Van
Byke only fired twice, with shot-No. 1 and shot No. 2 still striking Laguan McDonald in the upper left
chest and upper left neck/shoulder areas, still resulting in NcDonald's death; should Officer Van
Dyke have been charged with & crime? [T fie only fived twice, would this still be such an emoticnally
charged incident? ) also.ask, if Officer Van Dyke only fired twice, would you have convicted him?
Waould he be going to prison if he only fired twice? When averyone answers ‘Ng'* to each of these

questions {and they do answer ‘No'), | have a question {or o) lefi that | putto ther.

ff you wouldn’t charge, coitvict of send him to prison if he only fired twice, was he
Justified to shoot?

Guestion:

Answer: Yes, sure he was.
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Question: 50, your issue is that be fired 16 times, yight?

Answer: Exactly, he fired too many times.

Writing letters on hehalf of Police Officers is something | have been involved in for quite.a long.
d tothe years of writing academic letters of endotsement or letters of

time. However, compare ) _
careér advanceimerit; this letter certainly is like no other, it fs iy most.sincére hope that the words

i chose accurately hit their intended marks because this situation does not deal with entrance into
graduste school or an assignment io a speciafized unit, this letter deals with a good man’s freedom

atid his family.

You Honor, please, when yoy considér the issue i frent of you, take a moment o consider aha final
issue. Did Laguar McDonald have a deathwish that evening? Suicide by cop is & réal thing and it
happenis inore than reported. Why did he remove that knife from his packet, brandish itand lock
open the blade insucha determined manner? And why did he dd it in front of so-many Police
Officeis? Is that normal behavior? Everyone was ordering him drop the knife for quite some time
and he all of a sudden, he decided this is a good time to become more apgressive? Was he hoping
someong would ‘take him out’? Had e had enough of ‘couch surfing’; jumping from sleeping at
friends’ homes, to sleeplig on the streets, maybe sleeping on the El Trains? Was he exhausted of
riding the highs and Jows of drug tise, hoth legal and illegal? We know he hadn't been taking his
prescribed meds, but that he was on PGP when he died? Was he in his right ming on Pulaski? Had
he come to the point in his life where he knew he was going backta juvenile detention and that was
the last place on Earth he wanted to go back to. We learned he didi"t like it there and regularfy

fought other detainees and the guards too.
There are just too many questions unanswered here your Honor.

| know the sitination In front of you is life changing. Life changing for Jason Van Dyke and for his
entlre family. Nothing In their lives will ever be tha same, abéolutely nothing. fason is a geod man

who was forced intodoing a part of his job that no Police Officerevir wants to do. But Jason's
jeactions were driven by the actions.of Laquan mMchDonald. :

Your Honor, only you have the ability to save what s left of this tightknit family. 1do notenvy your
pasition, but 1 do ask for special congideration so that this man can get hote to begin the process
of putting together the shattered pieces of hislife. There is se-much rebuildirig needed for the Van
Dyke farilly, please ailow-all of them the ability {o start that process riow and not years from now.

i thank you:for reading this letter. Know that | am always available for further discussion if need be.

(LD

Dean C. Ange},ﬁfs(r. EdD’ -
Retired Detective {37+ yrs), Son of Detective {37 yrs), Father of Detactive (12 ¥is) Patrol Officer (2 yrs)
Imimediate Past President, Fraternat Order of Police, Chicago Lodge Mo. 7
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Qctober 27, 2018

Honorable Vincent Gaughan
2650 s. California Ave Room 500

Chicago, 11 60608

Dear ludge Gaughan,

Thank qur'fOr taking the time to read this letter, 1 know you are a busy man with a leton his

plate at this time. My niaime is John McGee. 1ama 26 - year veteran of the Chicago Police

Department. My wife Kirnberly.and I, fike so many others, are concerned for the family of Jason

Van Dyke, |am not writing as a feliow officer, but as a close famity friend, 1 would like to take a

minute to speak on the character of the real Jason Van Dyke, hot the monster heis portrayed

to be by the media.

My family first met the Van Dykes in 2004 through interagtions at St. Rene Goupil school on the

southwest side. Jason’s wife Tiffany and my wife, Kimberly, soon pecame hest friends. From

that point 6n, our familles spent a lot-of time together. Our children became as close as sisters

and Jasen and [ also became very closg, Over the years, we would spend weekends together at

our family’s lake house, celebrate birthdays arid holidays, and get together for no reason
whatsoaver.

The unfortunate incident of Oct 20, 2014 has had a gréat Impact o hoth of our families. It has

‘been hard to watch your hest friends suffer the way they have. Buteven though they were
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involved i the fight of thelr ives, they were still there far my family, InJdune of 2016, our
family home was in foreclosure. We had no idea where we were going to live and had to find
some place quick. Without batting an eye, Jason told Tiffany that he Wanted to help, They

immediately opened up their home to my family. We stayed with them until we found our own

place to move into. THAT is the real Jason Van Dyke - caring, compassionate, and always
willing to help those I need.

Digring the tihme Jason has been incarcerated following the trial has been extremely difficult on

his family. Both of the children have been the subject of threats at school. ftis hard for Tiffany
to go out in public without some form of disgtlse of without somebody escorting her for safety
reasons. There have been times that the girls won't eat because they feél guilty eating a good

imeal because, as his oldest put %t, “How can | eat this when my dad is eating slop?”* We are

fearful, Your Honor, of the psychological effects this will have en these young girls.

In dlosing, Judge Gaughan, we ask that you show some of the care and compassion that Jason

has shown to usand countless others in his life. Please be lenient [n your sentencing of this

_good man and friend.

john & Kimberly McGes




Judge Gaughan,
My name is Ashley McGee and | am writing you on behalf of Jason Van Dyke.

I have personally known Jason for 13 years. Jason has always been there supporting
his childven, my sister, and | thioughout the years. He has been a second father to my
sister and 1 for the past 13 years and still continues fo be. My family and the Van Dyke
family haye shared a special bond over the past 13 years together. I is not just &, see
you onoce in éwhile-type of friendship, rathier the Van Dyke family is considered my
family. Not only have | grown up with the Van Dyke children, but we all share a special
bond, being part of the CPD family. This is something that Is so special gnd someéthing
most people never get to experience. We all have stch a bond fogether that we are
truly family.

Jason has truly taught me what it means to have strength and poise in times of trouble.
Regardless of what has happened over the years Jason fhas still baen there for all of us,
just as we are thera for him. "The strength that Jason has showed to us all these past
four years has been 50 inspirational, No matter what has been going on in the case, he
has still been the same caring, compassionate, and foving father, husband, and friend fo

all.
It has been an honor to get to know Jason over the past 13 years. askyou to consider
this Jason, the one we all know and Jove, when court gathers on Ootober 31, 2018.

Sincerely,

“Ashley McGee

fint®




Qctober 28, 2018

Honorable Juﬁge Vincent Gaughan,

1 write this lettéer to you on héhalf of Officer Jason VanDyke in hopes that fitst
you will please show him mercy during your sentencing and second to present a
different prespéctive of his character than the media has presented.

[ have khown Jason far over thirty years. Qur parents’ homes are within a mile
away frofi each other ifi the same neighborhood. We grew up together attending the
sarhe elementary, middie and high schools. In fact, Jason is the only person | still stay in
contact with from high school.

Some of my best memorles of Jason weie from the early to mid 1990s when we
wotked one of first jobs together as stockboys at the focal K-mart. lason was glways a
good worker. | pever remeinber him getting into anhy trouble at schoot or work. .Jason
seemed to prefer a smaller closer group of friends. Unflike myself however, Jason had
more direction for his future, | remember even back them he was taking law
enforcement classes and talking about-wanting to wotk in this fisld in seme capacity.
Aside from work; Jason in an avid admirer of sports car and muscle cars from the 60s.
Although we chose different paths and occupations in life, Jason always made time fo
stay in touch and grab & bite to eat onte in awhile, We would often, almost daily at
times text back and forth aboui one day acheiving that dreaim of owning a nice cat,

Today when | go for my walks | still walk pasthis parent's home, often time
stopping to taik with his father. Jason's family is much like my-own which explains why
we've stayed In touch all of these years, His father aiways imakes me fael at iome and
is dluyays willing to iend some life experience to help me hack better decisions.th my life.
We were both brought up to be vespectful, hard working.and honest.

Jason rarely spoke to me abotit-his work, less and less as the years went by, Still,
it was clear hg-was proud o serve the gitizens of Chlcago as'a-police officer, The
incident with Laquan McDonald feft m in utter disbelief. The video and media present
a side of Jasoh completaly foreign to-me: | know Jason must have been truly scared for
his life fol him to fju_stifytakiﬁg the life of another human beihg,

Respectfully,

Thamas: SL‘.k




To: Judge

Regarding: Jasoh Van Dyke

From: Marcia Hohin
2330 Wydkwood Dr,
Aurora; 1L 80506

Dear Judge

| am a 71 year old woinan who has never written a character lefier {6 4 judge before, but who
{eels compelled to do so for a young man, Jason Van Dyke; because of my great respect for

him and his family.

wife and her family for over 20 years as they were very active in the
ehureh to which | belonged. | was introduced to Jason \Vian Dyke when he married his wife, and
aver the fast 15 plus years have seen him-asa laving husband, father and son-f-law. His

daughtérs are lovely yound ladies who were obvioiisly raised in a loving, caring home, with very

resporisible and committed parenits:

| have known Jason's

Jasoh always appearsd very responsible in providing for his family as a Chicago police officer, a
job about which | never heard him complain, no matter where he was. stationed or what the

tuation, | admired his sense of responsibity for his.job and his family.
Frorm my knowledge of Jason, | am sure that he would never make a decision pased on a deslre
to harm anyons, even a eriminal.

| kniow Jasen has fulfiled his police duties admirably for years, and | feel that he has

consistently made décisions based-on the safely of others. Jason could not be the excellént

father and husband that he is if he made decisions based on hatred or malice.

Jason's actions, | feel that his dctions always Were done with

in spite of the sad resuit of one of .
to protet his fellow

the desirg to protect = {0 protect his farily, to protect his community,

officers, and lastly, to protect hirnself.

1 would urge you to tale into consideration the character of this fine yourig man, when
sahtencing him.

Respecifully Yours,

Mardia Hohim




To:Judge
Regarding: Jason Van Dyke

From: Melissa Gregson
10725 E. Heather D.
Bloomington, IN 47401

Dear Judge,

| ary writing to ask you for mercy in your séntencing of Jason Van Dyke.
| grew up. with Jason’s wife, Tiffany, and | was -d,e!ight'ed ythen she married the love of her life;
lason.

Jason had a dangeraus job as @ Chicago police officer, Lyt Tiffany trusted God to protect him
and to give him wisdom in fiis handiing of difficult and dangerous situations:

Jascn and Tiffany were cornraitted to each other in their marriage and In ralsing the two
daughters whom they love s much.

Tiffany was always supporti've,of Jasonin his-job, even though sometimes it would only be the
girls and Tiftany that could comé to vislt with her mom because jason would have to worki
Jason was a blessing to his family, to hils friends, and to the Chicago community for all the years
that he supported and protected them as 3 police officer.

| know, as humaiis, We are all subject to making inistakes, which affect the Tives of others, but 1
truly hope that you will consider lason’s exemplary record asa police officer, a husband, a

friend, and a father when you decide on his future.

With Great Respect;
Melissa Gregson
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EKSTEIN ASSET MANAGEMENT, INC.

303 NORTH LASALLE STREET SUITE 2176

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60601
312-332-3600

October 22, 2018
Judge Vincent Gaughan

2600 S, California Avenue

Room 500
Chicago, Hlinots 60680

Re: Jason Varn Dyke

Dear ludge,

First, | want to express my sincere condolences o the family of Laguan Mcbanald,

My name is Samt Eksteln, Tiffany Van Dyke is employed by my firm (Magoo’s Bar) as its
manager; it is in that capacity that | know her and have met har children and her husband,
Jason. | have had the opportunity to speak with Jason and their children on several nccaslons.

My experienee is they are ali good and idnd people.

It s my undetstanding that the criminal justice system is established to identify and judge
offenders of the law to punish wrong doers as a deterrent to the possibility future wrong doers.

your Honor, it's not for me to comment on the resulis of the process (o this point, frankly, in
toy view the trial as conducted In your court room demonstrated in no uncertain terms that the
trial was as held was transparent, fair and the public now realizes that justice will be served no

matter what station in life anyone belongs too, 1 believe this wiil serve as a landmark case on
many levels thanks to you.
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Now this case is at the sentencing stage.

The law requires you to pass sentence which | think at least In part isto rehabilitate a person
trled and convicted. The Jason Van Dyke | met and know is the same man | saw in your court
room, remotseful and forever changed, He will continue to pay for what happened that night;
for the rest of his life. Nothing will change that. Judge, 1 pray you take inte consideration the
lives of his family when you administer sentence, for they are innocent victims. Much of their

future is in your hands as well, 2 heavy burden to ke sure.

My thanks for your consideration in this matter.




Paul Habiak
Chicago, IL

Qctober 28,2018

Re:Jason Van Dyke

o the Honorable Judge Vingent Gaughan

1 a1 currently a Chicago Police Officer and have known Jason Van Dyke fora little over twelve years,
some of which was working within the 7% and 8% Distidcts and Target Response tinit for the Chicdgo
Police Department. Jason nd I also occasionally saw each other dluring workouts at our lacal gym.
Jason was always a pesitive person who Tlooked forward to talkisng with because of hig great sense of
humor. '

‘When at the gym, Jason wasa family man who often shared storles abouthis daughtets and the joy of
raising children. Jason was a pleasure o be around and we oftén-engaged in conversations about sports,
cukrent events, and our local neighborticod happenings, His easy going personality and sense of humor
made our interactions all the more enj oyable.

While working together at the (;hica'g_u Pulice Department; Jason was dependable and goodnatured; He
wasa cheerfiil; energeticand loyal member of the police team who was commiitted to help servethe
citizens of Chicago to thebest of his ability.

1 hope that the positive impact thatJason has had on his family, friends and community wilthe taken
irito consideration when sentencing decisions are made

Respectfully,

'Paui ‘Habiék



October 18,2018

The Honotable Vincent Gaughan
Leighton Ciiminal Cowt

2600 §. California Avenue; Room 500
Chicage, [llinois 60608

RE: Sentencing of Jason Van Dyke

Peat Judge Gaughan,

achia and you and ] were introduced white I worked af tho Fraternal Order of
Police, Chicago Lodge 7. Although currently W oiking in an entirely different fiéld, J ohn G. Adinamis
Funeral Ditector, Lid., I enjoyed my eightesn-year tenure at the Union working for, and with, Chicago

Palice Officers.

Mg name is Doreen Pl

1t was duting my time at the FOP that 1 met Jason Yan Dyke. Dean Angelo, then President Angelo, hired
him right after'the infanious vided was telgased. Initially 1 was curions and a fitile intimidated by this
man. Bveryone in the world saw the “16-Skiots” video hundreds of times and I was intrigued by this new
employee; | was sure that he would be a monstet; N0 different than the savages on the street that he spent
years protecting! 1 was wrong...

) Boatd of Directors election; the SunTimes puhlishe’d a life size piclure of a
disgraced FOP president and a story of his platiio run for the office of president again. 1 guess it was at
that moment that [ realized how much PTSD I suffered fiont while working for the FOP because I feft the
3™ flgor offices, went dowiistairs into the Hall and had a full on tempor tanirum. 1 did not realize that
Tason Van Dyke was cleaning the Hall. When1 finally saw Jason, he was just standing there quietly
watching me. 1told Jason that | was ashamed of my behaviof, especially in front of hirn, What with him
facing this trial, his life and his fainily’s lives forever changed; hie faced possible prison time, public
hatred, loss-of friends and financial Tuin, and T'was out of control over an election that really did not

mattei.

Duiifig the most recent FOP

Jason told me that nothing on this Barth really mattets. He knew then that his life was forever changed,
But the sadness e wort tike d coat came from thie belief that, when his tife is over, he will never see the
face of God because he broke the fiftit commandment; Thou Shali Not Kill. Jason is 2 practicing Catholio
who, in bis heart believes he will nevermeet God; he suffers daily.

Judge Gaughan, Jason van Dyke is a good man. T've seen him with his family and friends. His wife-and
daughters adore hin, He’s kind, gene;jous,‘pretecﬁva? honest, fair and loving. 1 pray that you show mercy
in yout sentencing of this man, iny friend Jason Vau Dyke. T also pray that our Heavenly Father shows
iner¢y when Jason’s time on Barth ends.

Doreen Plachia -

226 Macarthur Drive Uit 5413
Willowbiook, 1L 60527




October 29, 2018

The Honorable Vinceht Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

7600 § California Ave, Room 500
Chicago, Hlinols 60680

Your Honor,

My name fs Kimberly Thompson; | am Jason Yan Dykes’ sister in law. | have known Jason for over 15
years and he has been both a brather and tlose friend to me. We have remained close over the last
decade of our loves and his children and my children have continued that friendship together. | know
the decision you have before you i§ hot an easy one to-migke, however [ want to tell you a few things
about Jason that [ would graciously fike you to consider. Hknow him to be an Industrious, hardwerking,
Family man who is community minded. He hasworked hard it his church and fn fact worked very hard at
his job as a police officer. Lam aware.of the circumstances surrounding the verdict that was given 1o
him, | truly believé that Jason has suffered extensively for his actions on Octobey 20, 2014, He has lost
credibllity in the public eye. That night was a tragedy for two familles. HeIs a good family man and heis
a great person who sought to make his cammunity and everyone he knew better. { believe that his
parents, wife and children are certainly not deserving of what they have been through and itis my beliaf
that 4 heavy sentence will serve asa tremendous hardship for his wife who will bear the responsibility of
raising two children by herself, | believe Jasoi daughters will be tremendously affected ifhe s requir.'eﬂ
£ go to prison. Because of the significant difficulties that will be facéd by hisfamily, who themselves are
blameless in this tragedy. | ask for leniency wheh sentencing Jasefiand o take all the facts into
consideration when making this life altering declston | thank you for your time.

Respectfully;

Kimberly Thompson




October 29, 2@18

The Honorable Vincent Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S California Avenue, Room 500
Chicago, 1llinois 60680

Your Honor,

I have been a Chicago Police Officer for 18 years. I worked on a ten-person
team with Jason Van Dyke for three years while both of us were membets of
CPD's Targeted Response Unit. During that time we worked in various high
crime areas of the city and { observed him acting responsibly and
professionally time and again. I know him as a hardworking police officer, but
more importantly a good husband and great father to his girls.

I'm writing today to request leniency in your sentencing, 1hope you can find
it in your heart to remember his family as you decide his fate. He's a good
man who had a bad encounter with an offender. Bis wife and his daughters
have suffered so much already, and they obviously weren’t even there that
night. Please give them the possibility of being a family again.

Sincerely,

son Barney



October 25, 20118

Honotable Judge Vincent Gaughan
Cook County Griminal Coust Building
2650 California Avenue #526 '
Chicage, Mlinois 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,

| am writing on behalf of Jason Van Dyke and hig farlly. | have know the Van Dyke family for
several years and have spent summer holidays, birthdaiys and graduations with Jason and his
extended family. Jason Van Dyke is-the quinte's,sen,tiai farnily man. He is soft-spoke, has 2 guick
dry wit, is @ master at the barbeque-grill and wil readily help any neighbor with home repair.
Jason 1s close with his parents and dotes on his younger sister and her growing family. He loves
to crack Jokes with his sisters-in-aw and chats regularly on the phone with his father-in-law who
lives out of state. Every Independence Day, Jason arid his-family host a bbq and party with
firaworks for the entire block. When Jason’s neighbors lost their house, Jaséi invited the family
of four to share his modest home with bis wife and two daughters. These selfless gestures are

typlcal of Jason Van Dyke.

Your Honor, have you had the privilege of mesaling Jason's wife and daughters? No husband or
father lights up rriore when “his girls” enter the room than Jason Van Dyke. He adores his
family. Jason and his wife seta beautiful example of 4 foving, neaithy. relationship for their girls
with their effortiess affection and casy, contagious laughter. Like many fathiers with daughters,
Jason’s daughters have their dad wrapped around thelr fingefs, Jason is a proud Dante Dad;

he wouldn't dream of migsing a darce recital of cormnpetition.

Jidge Gaughan, please keep Jason Van Dyke with his family. His family and friends need him
in their lives. And he needs themi. Please consider that a man's character is stronger and souhts
foirriore than orie action. Thank you for your fime and consideration.

Respectiully,
Diane & Cranford

810 Pleasant Breet, #2B
Oak Park, fllinols 60302



Robert A, Ringe
1575 Adams Ave.
5t. Charles, 1L 60174

10/24/2018
To the HonorableJudie Vincent Gaughan,
| am writing to'you in regards to Jason Van Dyke.

My name is Robert Ringe. | worked with Jason Van Dyke forapproxifately 4 years back in 2000-2004,

. We were operators for a company called Profocol —we worked in a-division that worked with the flfinois

“Departient of Cotrections. During that time, Jason and | became very good friends, We talked about
mary things there, and we both excelled at our jobs. Both being promoted to Lead Operators, then
Warraht Clerks, and eventually beth to Shift Manhagers.

Jason is very dedicated person. | jearned this through our time together at Protocol, He was vary
dedicated to doing his job the correet way. He was very dedicated to making surethe job was done
RIGHT. t followed In his steps and learned SO many things from thim and how he handled situations. He
wasvery good under pressure, and very calm and collected when dealing with issyes that came up. | was

able to grow and excel at my job following his example.

Jason's dream of becominga Chicago Police officer led him.on a hew path. { have personally not séen

Jasanin quite a few years, but | have and stifl do talk with his wife and her sisters who also'worked at
Protocol with Jason and 1. I remember talking with Jason and hearing how.excited he wastoe become a
Chicago Polige Officer. [ knew that he would succeed In his position. He has always had that drive to do
well-and his dedication would Tale him far in life.

Jason is a wonderful person. He was a great frignd, and a huge influence on my life. 1 stil utilize the skilis
1 learned from him back theh and apply It to-my surrent job and in my personal life,

Sincerely,

Ropert A. Ringe



The Hanorable Judge: Vircent Gaughan
Laighion Criminal Courls

2650 S California Ave Room 500
Chicago, iL 60808

Your Honor,

ntil the present. f'm a

ms and Pl firms. 'm
ilitary Veteran of the

| am a long time fiiend of Jasori Van Dyke. fve known Jason since 2003/2004 y
former police officer ained curcénily am' a coordinatorfor a couple of private security fir
a licensed Private Detéctive arid 4 licerised Private Security Gonlractor as well as a M
United States Marine Gorps. _

| worked, with Jason as a police officer many years.

g0, and | opened up Ry oW securily company

before we had mel and as l was preparing to retire from the department | ulilized and-hired many yeung
fively. Jagon was one of these

men & womer: from Chicago and Cook County police departments respect ‘

young officers | employed for many years; in fact Jason worked for me and with me all the way up to the

Hime of this incident, | warked with Jasdn eariier that afferncon @ Jewelers Row where 1've been the

police coordinalor for staffing and scheduling tha pickups and movemenis of high end jewelry (18 years
assignedto 85

and colinting FT & PT) to be safeguarded and taken lo the various trucks that are

Wabash in Chicago. | can tell you that Jason worked this detail for numerous years with and for ine as
well as othér high profilé assigntnents and never did 1 see or hear of any complaints or jssues about
Jason of attributed o him. He was arid is in my mind still a good man and a good citizen. Not a mean

bene in his bady.

Jason and I'over the years have developed a friendship and almost an Uncle/Nephew type. of
refationship. 1 of course was concerned and worried about the events of fhe night in question since &5 4
fortner Marine and police officér | unfortu nately have had shootings that wore fatal. So | understood what
this young marn was going ta bave 1o go thru. Bui none of us where or aré prepaved for what has unfolded
right Before our eyes... My éyes... The entire Counlry's eyes,

Jason isa family man. Had a happy family atmosphere with his wife and 2 ynungidaughiers, That is now
chariged forever, The oity of Chicago brass... Mayor on down have thrown Yhis man down a well so to
speak, | never had trials or cases in front of you sif, but } spent many a long night/day elc @ 26th Street
either @ the Grand Jury... Narcolics courls where 1 spent many a shift (30 yrs police... 20+ in Narcotics
also detailed to DEA}. § understand the legalities and pressure everyone is under and agendas... | pray
and i asking for leniency for this man. He'sNOT a murderer, He made a declsion; rightfwrong hutHE...

Was the, only officer. that evening that ried to do something? '

Yoi it looks awfil. Yes A boy was shiot and kifled. But Jason Van Dyke did NOT plan ori it. The young
persori put himaelf info that position. 1 pray you give Jason afalr sentence. Not punish this man for doing
his job. He made a mistake... He shotldn't have 1o pay the deht by losing his Fraedom or possibly his life
for this incident. I'm not trying to minimize the victim’s life but he was troubled and nhasically thrown away
by his OWN MOTHER. Jason is also a victim soto speak. His wife & children as well as his extended
famly and frlends are viciims toolt Jason has heen presented as evil and the poster child of racial bias
that perimeates our sociely urifortunately even today: He stiould not have to payd huge prics because of
pisdeads from other officers or o‘t_he;percei\:ed issues the Clilcago police department has. There's 2 fot
more people above him i this food chain... AKA Chaln.of Gommand that falled Jason. Falled the
depaimept. Falled the cilizens and taxpayers of this gity. You gnow what | mean, Everyone seems to
have fargolten that he was CLEARED of any wrongdeing by numerous supervisors... City corporate

counsel... And 50 on. But HE... He's the only ong that I answering far'this ingident.
[thank you for your time. God Bless.
Anthony (Tony} BDuCanto




The Tonorabls Vincent Gaughatt
Leighton €ximinal Courl,

2600 S California Avenuc,
Room 500

Chicage, T, 60680

Tos ‘The Honorable Vincent Gaughan

T heive known Jasort VanDyke for 18 years. fe s not-only the fther of my nieces, my slster’s husband, ticisa
fifend. Hle has always been 4 vely 50 id, stand up ma. It 5 £or (s reason 1 am happy to write.a Jeftor of seference
for M, VauDyke. Tunderstand the seitousness of this miitter, however, 1 hope the cowrt will show some: feniency,
Jason i¢ a very loving man who has alvays been thete for pay sister and sleces. He attended every dance reciial,
sports-activity, Baptism, first communion for his daughters. Heo-has been a preat addition to oy family. He ls a vety
religicus man who attends chirch every week and {5 very protective of bis family. Hewould do anything foi his
family, no-questions asked. He isa loving husbinid and dedioated father: '

T aga‘n'VaﬂDyke a8 always been avery dedicated man that hds-done everythilng lic could to keepihe city of Chicago
siife, He went to work-every day putting his 1ifé on the fine Tor people he did not &vén know, He ecaiie 3 police
officer 6 he could make & difference in the world. He was ont there day after day to sexve and protect the people of

Chicngo. He served the Chicago police departuient for 14 years and never fired his weapon uniil one night back in

2014,
Jason hins been accused of being aracist. ] can promise the world, there is 0o way this oan is axacist, Chicago i3'a

very Targe city with peop’k{ﬁnm ritany-different racial backgyounds, efhmic backgrounds, and cultural -ba,c:kg,t'our’lds,
{lere is no-way a man who warks for ilie Chicago police departinent canbe racist, Tason was called to serve the
people of Chicago, regardless of thelr zage, and backgronnd, e Wwas out there 1o serve and proteot and {hat is what
he did.

He i not a tiggger, happy €op that people like to call fin, TThe poHticians invo

tved had altgady made thel decision
about Jason before his trial éven began. He had no chadée of receivinig a fait ttial jChicago due to ail the publicity
that was presented. He'had to walk info the courlroom every day wittipeople shouting at him-calling him horvible
s dnd wetting a bulletproof vest. He did not once respond to all the profesters wiho were there to hiayas Him:
Hebeld his head high and walked vight past thém while they shouted and called him horrible names.
1 am very proud to call him my brother. He wanted to protect

Tason VanDyke i the biavest man I will.ever know, rer. k ]
d by his side throughoit thiswhole

{he fdentity of bis exiended family fovtheir own safety. However, we linve sto0
ordeal and we fire 4 Steong family.

I hive no doubt that bieing a person who holds 2 position of power, stich as yonrs, has to malce veTy. diffioult
decisions especially whenyou don't kniow Jason VaDyke, Thope yotu look ut my letier a3 well asThe conntless
other letters Tam sure you have received and understand that that Jason VanDyké fs the kinid of person around
~wliom people rally, That has to teli you something, so please 1t that be 2 factor in your decision.

‘Thank yoi for yout: time,
Sinceiely,

Amber Moiris




PAULINO VILLARREAL JR.
Licensed Private Detective
ILLINGIS LICENSE #115-001880

Honorable Judge
Vincent Gaughan
2600 Sotith California
Rooin 500

Chicago 1860680

Re: Jason Van Dyke

Honarable judge Gaughan:

My name is Pauline Villarreal, lam a licensed Private Detective In the state of lllinois, { am
Writing you this letter in support.of Jason Vian Dyke., { have known Jason for.a few yeats now and 1 can
honestly say to you that there is not ene racist Bone in this nian, We are both Knights of Columbus, which
is a stiotig Catholic faith based organization, We both served on the Knights of Columbus St. Michael the

Arch Angel Police Council 12173..

uided by Splrituality as well as Love for the Church. Jason is

__ jason Is a strong family mai, who is g
go beyond and abbve to helpa

the kitid of'man that would give you the shirt off of his back, he wouid
persen in need.

ion his wife and children upon deliverarice of

You Honor, | ask that:jou please take info considerat ! !
please also take inito account the number of

his sentence, and | would ask for leniency on his sentence.
years he gewed olir Great City Diligently and with Honor.

paulino Viltarreal Jr. \
1PD ILLINOIS

DETECTIVE
_ PAULINO
VIITARREALJR.



Henorable Judge
Vincent Gaughan
2600 South California
Room 500

Chicago I 60680

Re: fason Van Dyke

Honarable Judge Gaughan:

My name is Olimpia Villarreal, | have two small business in the city of Chicago one called V51 INC,,
which Is a licensed private security agency, and the other being “A Cup Of Joe” and old fashioned coffee
shop. Both of my businesses are located In the Garfield Ridge community, | am Writing you this letter In
support of Jason Van Dyke,, Jason would come into my coffee shop ona regular bases and we would have
different conversations, mostly about how the neighborhood has changed & about what we can do for

the children in the neighborhood.

| atways felt that this man was very sincere In helping out all those he could, | also met his wife
Tiffany several time and | can tell you that they looked like two teenage love birds when they were

together.

and his wife, they really need him in their life. If he must

Your Honor please think of his children,
't et him miss out on the important times in his kids

g0 to jail, make it for only a short period of time. Don
life.

| am Praying for laniency.

Dl Wce/

Olimpla Villarreal
65810 West Archer Ave.
Chicago 1. 60638
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Kim Petrisha

Accurate Firéasins Training |
14236 S Greenbay Ave *
Buznham, Hinois

G063 T

708-774-6297 kpetrisha@gmail.com.

270CT18

"The Honorable

Vincent Gaughan

2600 S California Ave Room 500
Chicago, Illinois 60680

Your Honor,
I am wriling to you on behalf of Jason Van Dyke.

My name is Kim Petrisha. I am a retired 30-year veteran of The Coolk
County Sheriffs Police Depariment. While working those 30 years T'had
many assignments and worked in specialized units. Gangs, Narcotics,
K9, SWAT, Pattol Specialist/ Training Officer, to name just a few.
Periodically I was called on toteach in our training academy for both
active officers, new recruits, and suburban police recruits attending our
academy. My instructors” credéentials include, _Firear‘ms,! Defensive
Tactics, Practical Felony Stops, ASP Baton, Handcutfing Techniques
amony othiers. [ currently am Licensed by the State of IHlinois as a
Congealed Caity Instructor, and am a NRA Bagic Pistol Instructor.
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I mention all my training both past and present your Honor; because of
my familiarity with Use of Force. Tlived it, taught it to police officers,
and am still teacking it now with my civiliah stndents.

I met Jason when a retired officer from my department reached ot to
some of us retired officers to-help escort Jason and his father Owen
safely in and out of the cott house when he would appear before yoi
for this case. At that time late 2016 Chicago officers were ordered tostay
away, and the Sheriff’s couxt officers were ordered to stay inside the
court building. The chaos outside the criminal court building with both
the press, and protesters was disturbing and dangerous forall. T
continued to walk Jason and his father into court with other retired
officers until January of 2017 when waking from the courthouse with
Jason & news cameraman intentionally pushed his large shoulder held
caimera into my head three times. The third time he knocked me off my
feet causing severe injury to my back. I Tater had to have spinal fusion
surgery and was unable to attend any more court appearances for Jasor

After Jason's court appearances I would follow him and his father to
their homes and waich for anyone that may have been followmg their
car, When atriving at their house is when I got to know Jason and his
father personally. We would have personal discussions for at times an
hour or more. Never discussing his case of course, T learned what a nice,
caring, honest, young man that Jason was. Dedicated to tiot only his
family but also to the Chicago Police Department. I learned how
important his family was to him and why he lived near his wother and
father, While talking to Jason we would talk and compare out police
Jives, working on the streets and how oux jobs impacted our families.
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Not orice did I ever hear an unkind word spoken by Jason about anyofie
he encountered while working, incloding other officers, or the civilians
he was sworn to protect. In ,general, jason dlways seemed like a “nice
guy” not hardened like some officers P've met working the streets fot

rpany years.

Tn coriclusion your Honor I would just like to say professionally I don't
agree with the decision that the jury made, but that's just my opinion.

1 believe Jason acted accordingly to the way he was trained, the way I
trained othet officers in use of force.

With that I am begging for leniency for Jason’s sentencing, Thexe will be
a0 benefit to society to send Jason to prison. His whole telal has been a
tremendots hardship to him and his family already. His - daugliters need
their father. His wife needs her husband, His _Pareﬁts need their son,
This has been an awful strain to all involved. Jason must Hive with the
fact that he ended a young mans life. Something all police officers hope
never happens during their career.

We need to change laws to help our distressed youths and implement
better training for our police officers, Putfing a policeman in prison for
acting on how he was trained is not solving anything,

I'm praying you will let the healing begin starting by leniericy in Jason’s

seﬁtenciﬁg.

Respectfully
Kim Petrisha




Dear Fudge Ganghan,
My name is Ryan WicGee and I am writing on behalf of Jason Van Dyke.

I'have known Jason gince T was four years old, going to the same preschool as his
oldest daughter where she and I became best friends. Throughout the thirteen yeals:
that T have known him and his family, there ate two characteristics that he attaing
anid have always stuck out to me. '

The first: having a very supporting side. Even though 1 am not his child, he has
always treated me like one. Whether it was driving me home from school, showing
up to school talent shows, coming to my lagrosse: garties, and even family dinners
for birthdays. He has always shown support for me and 1 try to return it as much as
possible, but I can never comé close to the irnmense amount he has given me.

The second: strength. Jason hias shown me-what it means to be strong, éspecially
over these past few years. Despite all the negativity suriotnding his life, 1 have
never not seen the brave 1ook on his face that proves e will get through this and
everything will be olcay.”

Jagon Van Dyke is one of the most suppotting and §trong men in my fife and I am
5o grateful that T can Took to him s my seécond father.

Sincerely,




October 29, 2018

Dear Judge Vincent Ganghan,

1 san witting this lettet in support for my friend, neighbor, and Police Officer Jason Van

Dyke. We ‘have been family frignds for 14 years, My Friend Jagon has always been an
extremely hard woiker, be has even taken extia jobs fo support bis family.

Heisa dedicated family man to cating for his wife Tiffany and his 2 daughters. Our
familtes have spent countless outings together, whether with families, friends, or for adul

sights out. Bvery time we would get together Jason and his wife would go eut of their

way to help with-aaything that was needed to be done.

Asl git heie writing this choking up, 1 ask you to be as fenient as possible for Jason and
His farnily. '

Respectfully

Chuistophet A1royo
Captait/EMT
Chicago Fire Depattment




October 20; 2018

Dear judge Vincent Gaughan,
1 am writing-you in support of my friend, my neighbor, Jason Van Dyke. | have been friends with
Jason for over 14 years, heisa responsible, respectable, honorable, and-caring person,

Over the years, | had the pleasure of having him and his family over for mulfiple holidays. We
enjoyed dinners, playing games, and family discussions, and goofing around.

As for his chatacter, he has always been personable, friendly, quiet, and respectful. He is known
as the quiet gentle giant maybe because heis the only male in a female hoysehold, which 1akes
some patierce and understanding. He is a father of two heautiful girls and they are the apple of
His eye, He is very kind, loving, and patient with the girls. He has left our gatherings to bring his
girls to and From extracurricular activities, even the girly ones; for example, dance and
gymnastics. Not once did he complain, he smiled was happy to see his girls,

Jason and Tiffany are a great couple, they compliment aiid balance each other. My husband and
| have gone out for date night with them an multiple occasions, and he always treats her with
respect. For example, he opens the doors and makes sure she attended to.

ul that he put his life on the line to protect my

job for many years, has been stationed in the not

d policeman. | am notsuré how one coritinaes to

In reégards to being a policeman. | am gratef
tamily and the community. He has done this
so great gang areas, and has been a respecte
put themselves in harms way to protect othiers, &s Jason has done this.

Thiank you for taking the time to read this supportive letter for lason Van Dyke.

Respectfully,

Gerry Arfoyo




Octobier 25, 2018

The Hororable Judge Vincent Gaughn:

A

tam writing to you to ask for leniency in sentencing of Gfficer jason Van Dyke. lama resident of
the city of Chicago, and have know Tiffany and Jason thru St, Reng schoaol,

Jagon Is a Chicago Police Officer ~ somechewhio risks his life every day and night for the citizens
of this City. Criminals have “jon™ with the guilty verdict as they no 'ton,gerr have to vespect authority or
adhereto commands of our police officers sihce they have now become “yntouchable”, The jury has
shown these erimirials with a guiltyverdict thatthere is simply no need for anyone to evei obay
commands to drop a weapon because therefs nothinga pdlice officer can do about it any longer. The
police officer will simply be arrested, tried and convicted for daing thelr 1QB. 1 fear for this oity which will
now be run by the criminals. Police otficers are now affald to do their jobs for fear of prosecution.
Piease consider leniency in the sentencing of Jason Van Dyle, a5 a father, husiand, and officer
of this city he was simply doing his joband what he thought was necessary $0 protect his fife ant those
of his-coworkers and the citizens in this city. By hariding dowh a harsh sentence you toa are giving the
uttimate power to the crirminals of this city by demonstrating they do notnéed to respect our police any
longer; because thé police bfficer I the one going tc jail if they exercise use of-deadly fofce to stop @

criminak

Sincerely,

e Z
Tom Salzbu




The Honorable Judge ¥ingent Gaughn:

[ ami writing today asking you to consider lenilency inthe sentencing of Officer Jason-Van Dyke, |
have known Jason's wife Tiffany for many years as our ehildren atterided St. Rene Goupil school and
hoth Tiffahy and | ivere involved with the Cheerleading pregram for our girls:

While | do not know Jason varywell, L can teli youreven when he worked nights, he would drag
his tired veary body to church on Sundays after a crazy Saturday nite shift for our Foothall/Chicérleader
massat 9:30 am as he always wanted to be there for his gitls, supporting thigm in every way, Jason
attended many if not most school everits for his girls during our time at St. Rene: He is a loving father
who.gives of himself-for his Faiily, There aren’t many fathers who would endure ah all hight shift and
then go Immetdiately to watah his girls cheering for the grammar cchéol football teain. Jason however is
one of them. One story that comes to mind is during one of Jason’s shifts he encountered a dog that
wat chairied in a-garage —¢learly malnourished and mistreated. Jason took pity on this young dog aiid
brought It home to give that dog a better life; U hiekriown to Him~ he 'was vety allergic to this dog, His
girls had fallenin love instahtly and TitF and the gifls were determined to give this dog a better life.
Jaseh then spent many nighits/weeks in the basement sleeping —as he did not warit to relegate this
rescue dog to the basement because of his allergies. Jasan is.a man who puts his family first and his
owit heeds second, How many men would bring a dog home and then sleep In the basement when they
fotind out they were allerglc to the dog???

Ha is not a cold calculated angry man who would go out-and just “decide” he was going to kill a
migh daring his shift. Jason has a tender heart and a pure lave for his wife and childfen.

As an avid police supporter-and citizen of the City of Chicago | am begging for leniency In his
sentencing. | fear now what will happen with-our city With the guillty verdict. The thugs of the city now
know they are untouchable and they can commit any crime they want without regard te others of

f prosecution and Jail. Jason
réd the clty criminals— lets relgn In some of
te the police are in fact allowed to DO THEIR
ntencing of

authority because the police will no longer put themselves at tisk for fearo
was simply doing his joh, -and the guilty verdict has empowe
that misappropriated powsr to the tiiminals and demonstra
J0BSand eriminals should adhere to orders to drop a weapon by showing teniency In thé se

Jason Van Dyke,




Qctober 24, 2018

Honorable Vincent Gaughan,
[ am witing in suppott Of ous family fiiend, Jason Van Dyke, that we have mown for
over 14 years.

On {he night of the sheoting, Jasot ‘was doing the job that he was frained4o do for 18
years, When he left home to go to work that day, he never imagined what was going 0
happen that night. Nor did o know that his life and that of his fannily would b8 changed
foréver— because he was doing hig job of serving and protectinng the citizens of Chicago.
Bvery time a Police Officer puis on. their uniform, their life changes: They ateno longer a
sot, danghter, brothet, sister, husband, wife, mom or dad, they ate the protectors of the
city that they serve, And they put their lives on the Tine everyday:

I believe that the protestors ind those that ato against Jason, wouldn’t hesitate to diat 911
when they nesd help. Anid Jason’s brothiers and sisters in blue would be thore 10 rospond.
to the call,

When making your degision, please considet lenfenvy, he deserves it. He was doing the
joh thathe was teained o do. Hig parents deserve 1o have thefr son home; His wife
shonldi’t have 1o Laise {heir daughters without him. And his denghters need to have heit
dad at home to see all that they witl agcomplish through his guidance.

Please remember all that Jason did for this citizetis of Chicago befora this happened.

Regpectiully,

Lauta McGee
504 West 46" Strest
Chicago, II: 60609




{October 24, 2018
Dear Honorable Judge Vincent Gaughn

L an writing forygur consideration of jenlency in the séntencing of iason Van Dyke, that fateful night
changed the lives of two familles forever. | know thié Van Dyke farnily from my time | spent at St. Rene
Goupil School 3 the principial. 1 had multiple opportunities to meet and interact with both Jason and
Tiffany as their youngest datghter Kaitlyn was in secorid grade, This case has affected many people but’
nane more than his faroily, especially his girls.

Both of the girls Kaylee afid Kaitlyn have fiad to withstand the ynimaginable trauma from the dally
rerninders that they witniess the tuemoll In their own howe to the consta n{ threats from the outside
world, These girls aré changed forever; they have been robbed of 3 normal childhood, they are under
constant scriitiny because of sotmething they are not responsibte for: Research tells us that traumatic
‘events affect every partofa child that expetlences it, It -changes their brains, effects them

* physiologically and even affects them at a celldlar level. Kaylee and Kaitlyn are changed forever hecause
of the of chaos and uncertainty they face each day. They have had death thireats made again them,
bullied and threats of their house being birned down.

riache that no child should ever have to feel: $hegyou to spare these two YOUNg

‘They have enduréd hea
girls a Iifetime without their fatfief, please co nisider them in your decision:

Respecifully,

Teresge Maurer




October 24, 2018

Dear Judge Gaughen,

| am writing this letter to ask you to please consider leniency in the
sentencing of Jason Van Dyke. While | understand and respect the
courf’s ruling, | am asking if you could please consider giving Mr. Van
Dyke the minimum sentence for the convictions given to him by the jury.
| can appreciate the jury's decision making, and agin, respect it, but |
am hoping for you to possibly show mercy not only for Mr. Van Dyke,
put also for his wife and two daughters. These three are the most
important people in Mr. Van Dyke's life and the girls desperately need

their father as soon as you deem it appropriate.

In closing, | am again humbly asking for you to show mercy and
leniency when sentencing Jason Van Dyke. If you are unable to, i do
understand and respect your authoritative rofe. ‘




October 31,2018

Circuit. Court of Cock County
Iydge Yincerit Gaughan
2600 §, California

Chicago, |l 60680

Room 500

[uis Ponce de Leon
5532 5. Nashville
Chicago, 1 60638

RE: Jasoi Van Dyke
Dear Honorable Judge Vingent Gailghan,
First, | would like to shank you for your service to Ouf country.

secandly, | would like to intraduce myself. My name is kuis:Ponce deleon and Lhave been A
Chicago Firefighter for 15 years. | have been a close friend of Jason van Dyke for 12 yearS,'Th(oughou’é
that time, we have grown very close., Qur families grew up together and our children have attended the
same schodls: Our daughters have also participated in cheerleading together for 8 years. lason bas
always been a very good friend. There fsn't anything Jason wouldn® do for his friends and family. Jason
would give you the shir off his back if needed. 1also have witnessed throughout that time period, the
endless love that hé expresses for his family and especially his two daughters, | lriow him 16 bé & loving
father and husband. Due to these very unfortunate evefts, he now cannot even hold his daughters

hand.

With the upcoming sentencing hearing, 1 ask that yoll take heed in your decisioh and ask you for
{eniency when deciding the final outcorive. | dppreciate your tirvie and efforts in this matter, Please do

ot hiesitate to tontact me if any.questions should arise.

Respectfully Submittet,

Luis Ponce deleor
(773)-633-5038




Circuit Court of Caok County October 31, 2018

Judge Vincént Gaughan
2600 S, California Ave
Chicago, IL 60608
Room 500

Joslyn Ponce dé Leon
5532 5. Nashville Ave,
Chicago, H 60638

RE: Jason Van Dyke

Dear Honorable judge Viincent Gaughan,

First, letme introduce myself: My name 15 Joskyn Porice te Leon.lama pediatric Respiratory
Therapist at Lurie’s Children’s Hospital in dowfitown Chicago for 6 years. | have been & good friend of
the VarPyke Family for the past 12 years. Our children have also kiiown each other for the same time
span. Ouryoungest daughters are best friends and have been irivolved in cheer for the past 8 yedis, our
sldest children have also beer really good friends. | want t© et you know, that Jason is an exceptional
hushand, father, and friend to me. He would: always goabove and-beyond for his friends-and family:
Throughout the years, Jason has showt to be-an-outgoing friend, family mai, and police officer.
Unfortunately, due to these unforeseen circumstances, he has now been taken away from his loved
ories. Jason has always held his friends-and family in very high regard. Jason has always.proven to be
‘very'trustworthy and outgolng.

i do understand the unnecessary stress ihat you drgé placed under during these times. 1 only-ask
that you consider lenfency when deciding this-outcome. Ifyou have any questions OF CONCEINS; please
feal-free to contact e | do appreciate your time in this'matter.

Respectfully Submitted,
Joslyn Ponce de Leon

{630)-361-3153




Circult Courtof Cook County October 24, 2018

Judge Viricerit Ga ughan
600 5. California Ave
Chicago, |1 60608
Room 500

Thomas Messina
7720 West 65 Place
Bedford Park, IL 60501

RE: Jason Van Dyke
Dear Honorable Judge Vencent Gaughan,

My name is Thomas Messina. | have been in the Pipe Fitters Union Local 597 for 20 years,
working primarily in Chicago. | have personally knowh Jason Van Dyke for 3 y&ars. During the time | have
known Jason’! have alwayé found him to be heipful, compasslonate, honorable, and Acommitted to his
family and his faith, | have fiad the pleasure of getting to know Jason and feel very lucky to callhima
frlend. | have always known Jasoh to be a caring and attentive father and husband. 1 see hipw Jason's
daughter’s and wife are struggling to hake sense of this senseless tragedy.

As the proceedings are ¢ontinuing to move forward | kindly ask that youtake irito. consideration
the kindness and happlfess that Jason’s présence has on the family and friends who sufround him. 1 see
how lason’s family suffer each day due to the absence of him in their daily lives. This s a very terrible
situation but lam hopihig that you will tale into conslderation what positive inflience Jason hds béen
for his family and friends-and that you ¢an provide leniency during these proceedings.

Thanlk you for your compassion and kind aitention to this difficult. matter.

Respectfilly Youis,

‘thomas Messina

708-469-8413




Circuit Court of Cook County October 23, 2018

Judge Vincent Gaughan

-
-
LI e
argm

2600 S. California Ave

Chicago, iL 60608 4
Room 500 " :
Jill Bernal

7720 West 65" Place

Bedford Park, IL 60501

RE: Jason Van Dyke

Dear Honorable Judge Gaughan-

My name is Jill Bernal. | have been a small manufacturing business owner in the Pilsen area of

Chicago for over 13 years,

| have personally known Jason Van Dyke for approximately 6 years. Through the duration of ouf

friendship | have always known jason to be incredibly kind, compassionate, and deeply giving to those

around him. The love and commitment that he has shown for his wife and childrenis seemingly endiess,
together. Jason has brought

Our families have created wonderful memories of our children growing up
countless hours of laughter and joy ta everyone around him, His dedication to famity and friends is

nothing short of honorable. [ am deeply grateful for all the time | have been able {0 call him my friend.

| have gotten to know Jason not only through the friendship of our families but also as a fellow
parishioner at 5t. jane De Chantal. Jason has always conducted himself with honot and respect, The
events that occurred are truly a tragedy for all the families that are involved. My heart aches for his

children and the extreme 1055 and grief that they are suffering.

words will heip you truly see the wonderful man, father, and hushand that Jason

h your hearkt you can find Jeniency and compassion for Jason during this
detrimental affect on his children

] pray that my
Vian Dyke is. 1 also pray that1
difficult time, Jason has touched so many lives. His absence truly has a

who miss him and need him In their lives.

| appreciate your kind attention to this difficult matter. If you have any further guestions please
do not hesltate to contact me personally.

Respectfully Yours,
@&;}ak P

Ji Bernal
773-306-3986




October 301 2018

Tudge Vincent Gaughan

2600 S, Califronia
Roeri 500

Chicago 11, 60680

1

Honotable Judge Vincent Gaughan,
[’ve asked God many fimes how to help mie make sense of this. My friend, my buddy Jason, guy "
T fish with, hont with; e went 4o work ope day and 4t changed lives forever. 1 don’t think thers
is-anyone involved that wouldn’t shange that night. 1 don’t think there is a.ioment in the rest of
Jason’ life where tie won’t be re-living the tragedy of fhiit ¢vening. A Tife was lost, it’s tragic.
jason has asked me o look out for his “girls™. Jison asked that I take the time and do:the things
ot to. He asked I bring the girls up right and look out

with our families that he may miss never get fo. -

{o1 them as he would, These are the words and requests of good mar, We are men of respect,
we are-men of chivalty ina time exivemely lacking both fhose traits. This world is liard enough
aind we tieed men like Jason init. At this time Judge, Lask that you please show leniency on his

sentencing.

Thauk youfor your consideration and God bless,

e

,,b" x‘;e Pl

Jason R Jones




October 30" 2018

» Judge Vincent Gaughan
2600 S. Califronia
Roain 500

Chicago 11, 60680

Honoyable Judge Vincent Gaughan, .

eral years, I am fiiends with his wife Tiffany, but have

In the years that } have grown ¢lose 1o Jason, 1 have
and devoted father and husband he is. I

have found him to be extremely kind, thoughtful, tumble, and cring, and these qualities ate
something that he seems to bring to evety aspect of his life. He hag-always been the man who is
Tooking to help othets and thinking of himself 1ast, and because of this, my“husband and myself
lave, developed attue friendship with Jason that we value very much. He is an irreplaceable patt
of so many people’s lives, including mine and my family’s, and we pray daily that he will be

home again soon. At this time Judge, I ask that you please show leniency on his sentencing,

1 have kiiown the Van Dyke faimily for sev
grown: close to Jason over the past 6 years.
been nothing but impressed by what & wonderful, loving,

Thank you for your consideration in this matter,

' CiriSting Jones




October 30, 2018

Hororable Judge Vincent Gaughan,

My name is Kristin Maratea and | am a leng time friend of the Vari Dyke family. | met
Jason and his wife, Tiffany through my sistér, What drew us to'both Tiffany and Jason
was that they not only were Catholic and irvolved in their church like us; but they were
just the ideal couple. 1 realized quickly how often he worked in order to provide for their
family, byt | loved how hands on he was with fiis kids when he had the day off with them
and tow helpful to ug he was, always lending & harid at any gathefing we had, Tobe
hanest, | have a few friends with policeman husbarids- and fhe first thing they do when
they get off their shift, is head to bed after a long exhausting day. They dan't want to be
bathered. Not Jason. He never missed any recital or sehool functicn that was important
1o his girls. They have a great family dynamic_’tha‘t | know most couples strive for and
never are able to achieve such balance: | can't imagine disriipting this balance and

letting it affect Jason’s and Tiffany's children’s lives.

hushand, friend and policeman. He needs to be around

Jason js an exceptional father, ]
t to show them what kind of men they

not only to protect arid care for his daughters, bu
should allow in their own lives as they get older. | come fromm a broken home, | grew up
without my father and 1 resent him for it. This lead to marny years of depression and poor
choices in meh hefore finally meeting my husband. This Is a road ! just don’t want for
these gifls, They don’t deserve it.

m sentence so that we can be one

| ask that you strongly consider the absolute minimu
t fo be with his wife and girls.

step closer to bringing Jason home, where he's ifiean

Respectiully,

Kristin Maratea




October 29" 2018

Judge Vincent Gaughan
2600 5. Califronia
Room 500

Chicago il, 60680

Honorable Judge Vinceni Gaughan,

My name is Kathryn Steker and | have known the Van Dyke family for several years through mutual
friends of ours. Jason, his wife Tiffany and thelr two daughters are the epitome of what a family should
he. Jason is a dedicated hushand, father, catholic, and public servant who embodies theses roles with
pride. His devoted service ta this city is now heing based upon five seconds of his entire career which is
not a fair portrayal of who he is as a person or a police officer. The man behind the badge Is a rather shy
{almost introverted) man with a large heart and a kind soul. Jason Is a man who honors his wife, loves
“his children beyond measure and is a respected membey of the community. | ask that you please show

lenfency on his sentencing.

Respectfully,

o\

Kathryn Steker




10/22/2018

To: Judge Vincent Gaughan

Re: Jason VanDyke

Honorable judge Vincent Gaughan, my wife and | met Jason
VanDyke and his wife at a party at my daughters house. My
daughter happens to be good friends with the vanDykes for years.
After spending time with Jason and speaking to him for several
hours he seemed to me to be a dedicated Catholic and caring
father and husband. Jason is a God fearing man whois a
wonderful parent. Jason is very well liked among his peers and
has always been a positive influernice in the community.

Thereforé | ask that you show leniency on seritencing for this man

and his family.

Thomas Socco




Honorable Judge Vincent Gaughian,

My name fs.Ann Covich and | om & proud wife of o police officer here in lllinois. He
has been on the job for 20 years, while we have only been together/ married fof 18 of those
20 yeors. As expected | am very upset for Mrs. Van Dyke and her shitdren with the recent
verdict for her husband. As a police wifé 1 hear many stories from my husbond about what
ne does on o daily basis on his job. He took an Qath to Protect and Serve and up until
recenily it has been done very proudly. He has beean Injured several times on duty and
every time gets up, dusts himself off, and returnste do his duty.

First of oll, | believe a jury of Officer Yan Dyke's peers shoutd Have been other
p‘eople who are put in his position oh @ doily basls, i.e Other officers, first responders and
military-persénnel. A civilion does rict understand what our men and women in Blue deol
with on a daily basis, Even me, as d police wife who hears multiplé stories feel | do not
have the copobiljties to make the deciston that his jury had to raake with the fnformation
they had. | personally watchied Every minute of every day of his trial. The fact thot the jury
WOSs ‘Séqujes’c'_ereﬂ on o holiday weekend olso makes e believe they made a'snap decision
so they did not have to stay over theholiday weékend and deliberote. Again, just my
opinion.

As a.police wife, | have persondl experiance with my husbond coming heme from
duty with every emotion you cah possibly experience over 15 years. There are days where
the Job goes smooth and days where it does not, | support him in soch and every one of
efnotions, each and evety one of those days just os | can expect that Mrs. Van Pyke did
with her husband Officer Van DyKe.

As o viewer of the full trial that was broadcasted on TV | was gbviously very upset
ond sad thatthe jury decided tofind Him guilty. | understand fe wos found guilty by
Yury of his peers’, But | do not believe he should spend tjme in joil with the general
p_dp‘_;ukjfibn of criminals, He did what he believed wos his job thot hé was tought to do. He
falt threot and he acted upon i, Just betause the other officers on the scene didnt act
did hot meon Officer Van Dyke was not in fear for his life, His sentence should. hot be that
of o corpman criminal. Fine, if you think be dign't do the right thing, take his job oway, take
his guni away, make him find o new professien to support his wife ond children but to put
him into prison for doing whiat he perceived wos doing his job he was trofhed to do and
thot I feel is a misuse of Justice. Please, Your Hoenor during his sentencing keeg him and
fis family in mind ond the fact that he did not plon to shoot Laguon McDonald, He felt
the thteat was theré ahd did whaot he heliaved was the right thino. Dio not punish him and
his family after he got up day after doy, put on his uniform and protected and served the
¢ity of Chicago with pride. | beg you tolét hitn go hofhe to his wife and ¢children and not
punish him by putting hirn in the some Erison as serial killers and 1st Degree premeditoted

murderers. it would be the right thing to do to show our officers thot we sUpport them
rother then will let-them hang out-to dry.

Proud police wife but upset with the Crimiial Justice System,
Ann Covich

DAS- &




Honorable Judge Vincent Gaughan,

Please show Jeniency on Jason Van Dyke. | write as a citizen of lflinois. He

is 2 hard working civil servant who gpent 20 years serving his community to
protect us. | do not believe the jurors were impartial. | watched the trial from
start {o finish. | watched the interviews after, with the jurors. They had him
guitty before the trial even started. | truly believe they did not want to be
sequestered for @ three day weekend. As a police officer,they serve and
protect. His duty that night was fo remove a threat. | believe he felt
threatened. | do not believe he shauld be sitting in a jail cell. if he must be
punished,please take his job, his pension and his gun, but please do not
take his freedom. | sand by our police officers. If they all stop serving and
protecting us we are in big frouble. He was doing what he was trained to
do. He is not a common criminal. | beg of you please show leniency on

Jason Van Dyke.

Chtistine Berrong

015~ %

Sipcerely, ;
/?Ww (,/VYUL ggﬁ\}w%mg
(




Subject: Jason Van Dyke
From: Randie lewls {r84266@shcglobal net}

To: ranlew48@yahoo.com;

[zate: Saturday, October 27, 2018 8:31 PM

Dear Judge Vincent Gaughan,

i am writing this to you in reguards to the sentencing of Jason Van Dyke. | hope you find It with in your heart to know Jason is

a family man. A husband, a son to his mom and dad, a sibling. There isnt any police officer's family member that don't want

them 1o not go home. As you are & Good Judge, a husband, a sof to parents, a father and | know they would want you to be

home with them as well, Please pui your sclf in a police officer’s shoes and know what they have 1o deal with on the job. you
re vary wonderiul people. His kids and wife need him.

have a very tough job as well. Please know that Jason and his family a
They should not have to be going through any of the heart aches that this clty has brought upon them. Please find it in your
heart io let him go home and do “what he has done for his family for so many years and what he has done for the cfty, our

community, and what he can be to his farnlly and live his life with them, not torn from them.

Randie Puriell
6123 s Rutherford ave
Chicago Il 60638




Subject: [No Subject]

From: Nikkie Lewis (sextyfour@yahco.com)

To: rB4266@sheglobal.net;

Date: Thursday, October 11, 2018 6:22 PM

Honorable Judge Vincent Gaughan

fie Juson Van Dyke

Dear Judge Gaughan, -
ason Van Dyke Is a foving family man, upstanding member of-his commuiitt aﬁ%‘the

to the reaction shown on the video tape.

fly and loves his jab, he protecis them all,

is community unless you can find it In you
as and is a good man.

Please take info consideration that J
prevaiting circumstances leading up
When a man loves his city, loves his fam

nd is about to be torn from his family and h
im understanding and humaneness. He w

r heart to consider

He has lost his job a
all of this and show h

[
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October9, 2018

Honorable Vincent Gaughan
Leighton Criminal Cotrt
2600 $ California Room 500
Chicago, linois 60680

Your Hohor,

My name is Pete Pdesani. lam a vetired Senior Parole Agentwith the filinols
Department of Corrections. have been asked to say a fewwords on behalf of Jason
Van Dyke. | am only too happy to spealc to the Jason 1 knew, | will admit | have not
spoken with Jason in many years, but can speak to the kind of person { know him to be.

Prior to Jason becoming a Chigago Police Officer, he worked for a conipany charged with
taking ¢alls from those on parole. This company did far more then simply take calls. But
for the purpose of this letter, 1 will simply state that the basics of Jason’s employ.at this
company was to assist parolees and relay concerns o parole agents, Jason was an
operator and someone | considered to be a “go to” ssset. He was always willing to
assist, engage, and follow through with any requests made and was generally someone
to be tounted on. His attitude was alays positive, professional and approptlate.

in viorking for the company described abové, Jason met a young lady who would Jater
hecoine his wife. They worked at the company together, as did several sisters to
Tiffany. Throughout our conversations, Jason related his sttong desire to enter into the
world of faw enforcement, most notably the Chicago Police Depaftment. Jason began to
test, obtain letters of recommendation and aventually was offered his dream job. 1 was
one of the people Jason asked to write alstter for, 1 was happy fo do this for him, asl
firmly believed in his abilities. Jason was very proud to later report to me that he had
beeh offefed the Job. ltwasa call] eagerly awaited. 1knew he would be an excellent
officer, based on his dedication in the worlk he was doing at the'time did for my
depattmént; his athics and desiré to become a police officer. | Unfortunately, we
seldom spoke following his department from work with my departmient, but he was
always well thought of.

{ a_pp_reqiater any considerations grarted to Jason Van _I;)ﬁz;fke,_&. as1 have always been very
fond of hih. This tragic situation Js trowibling to all within the law &nforcement world,

and most notably his family. Thank you for taking the time to consider my relationiship.

Pete Paesani




QOctober 11, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, iL 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,

{ have known Jason Van Dyke as a good friend and colleague for 3 years. | am very
troubled about his recent case, as he has been a solid person. It is for this reason

| am writing this letter. { understand the seriousness of this matter however; |
hope the court will show some feniency. |

Jason is a hard worker. He is willing to help people out with whatever they need
help with. He works hard to provide for his family, he is a great father. He is
honest, and a good friend. He has friends of all ethnicities, and is a good part of
society.

Judge Gaughan please consider my voice through this letter as it might not be
protesting through the streets of Chicago shutting streets down but | feel

JUST AS STRONG! Jason was just trying to do his job as a Chicago Police officer to
keep the streets safe. He wouldn't have ever been put in that position if he wasn’t
a police officer.

Itis rriy sincere hope the court takes this letter into consideration at the time of
sentencing,

Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,

ina Zimmermann

McKinley Park Chicago

=
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Qctober 15 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
Lelghton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 11 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,

| wanted to let you know the kind of person Officer Jason Van Dyke is. He is kind,
thoughtful, strong and brave. He is the persen t want on my side, the person |
want to be friends with, the person | depend on, the person | worked with and
the person that kept me and my family safe for many years.

My neighborhood became less safe on the day Jason was charged with murder. |
have recently retired from the Chicago Police Dept. but my husband and brother
are still on the Department. This court case and all the ugliness that has come
with it could have been me or my family. When Police Officers are at work
protecting the City of Chicago, their citizens and tourists, we expect our families
and homes will be kept safe by our fellow Officers. Officer Jason Van Dyke was
doing his job, protecting the neighborhood i live in and making it safe for citizens
of Chicago and visitors to drive down our streets, exit the expressway, geta late
night snack from Burger King or Dunkin Donuts and make it to their destination

without a knife wielding assailant attacking them.

Often times, police work isn’t pretty. It's often a job that requires patience,
strength and bravery, It's doing a job where decisions have to be made, and
made quickly because the safety of others DEPENDS on it.

Jason made a decision that evening while doing his job. Nothing more.
He followed the guidelines and training that was pounded into us by the
Chicago Police Department Training Academy. The only blame to be placed

for what took place that evening lies with the OFFENDER for not following the law

again and agaln and again and again,
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| am writing to you today to ask you to use your knowledge and experience
when sentencing Jason Van Dyke. He deserves the most lenient sentence
available for the crimes he has been convicted of. He is not a threat to our

or any community, in fact just the opposite.

| want you to know members of the Chicago Police Dept., retirees, police
tamilies and entire communities support Jason and his family. Please lessen the
pain for his young daughters and show mercy when sentencing Jason Van Dyke.

Chtig Ottty 771
P
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October 15, 2018

The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
lLeighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, 1L 60608

Dear Judge Gaughan,

The purpose of this letter is to request leniency for sentencing on behalf of
Jason Van Dyke. did not know Jason when he was a policeman involved in the
highly publicized shooting of Lacquan McD onald. However, | have gotten to know
Jason over the past two years and it feels like I have known him forever- that’s how
it is with him.

Jason is goofy, honest, quick witted, kind, and compassionate. That's why I'm
writing you- Jason’s compassion- I know that after only knowing him for two years
Jason would offer me support with whatever 1 needed. If T was going through a
trying time T could ceunt o1l Jason and his family to lend an ear or hand, it's just who
they are, I have to help in any way I can.

I myself come from a family of police, my father is retired with over 30 years.
of service to the city of Chicago and my brother is currently out on the streets of
Chicago trying to make it a little safer working on a tact team for the Chicago Police
Department, This is exactly what Jason was doing, dedicating his career to frying to
make the City of Chicago just a little bit safer in whatever small ways he could.

Not many people understand the sacrifice Police Officers and their families
make every day, it used to be that you were just afraid that they would not make it
home, pray to God that they don’t get a call that could jeopardize their safety or their
life. Now there’s an added fear that they don’'t make it on the news; that their not
vilified in the media for doing their job before they even walk through those
courtroom doors. Jason was. ,

Jasonis a dedicated husband and an unbelievable father to two beautiful
daughters. He lives for his girls. Jason is not a danger to society, he is notan evil
criminal. He is a hardworking man who was doing what his employers frained him
to do. Please take this into consideration when handing down a sentence, he is kind,

he is loved, he is good.

Sincerely,

ko
Brita Gaffney

Registered Voter




24 October 2018

Iudge Vincent Gatjghan’
Cook County Court Building
2600 S, Califorhia Blvd.
Chicago, Mlinbis 60608

5101 8. Wentworth
Chicago, lllinais 60609

DearJudge Vin'centj.Gayg‘han:

i am writing this letter in suppait of Chicago Police Officer Jason Van Dyke. Officer Van Dyke alohg with
many other officers:chose the career of Police Officers in order to make the world a safer place and
stand up for the victims of crime who can't defend themselves. Our goals, for many of us; ané ot
monetary but because of compassion for thé jnnocent. For many of us the job of police officer is our
Jive's, We spand our careers in the maost depressed areas of the city. We see the murderof children and
the elderly, the decomposing bedies of the innocent, the rape and beating of Inhocerit women and
children, the sexual and physical abusg of the Inhocent child, the taking of identities, the taking of
property of hard wotking familigs, the armed robberies of citizens who just try to make it through life.
The destruction of life.

us acts are beyond repair. They affect

The effects to the normal huian being whio observes these helno
children anhd their lives because of

ouy familiés and our souls. Many- police officers lose their spouses,
the effects of this choser career.

OfficerVan Dyke spent his many years of his fife fOI.,Ie‘w.i,h_g his chosen life's pith. | dsk thatyou showi
compassion forthis officer-in him doing the Job he bislieved was right and justified according to the law.

Regards,

T L

~ Detective Daniel Stanek
Chicdga Police Department
Arga Central Homicide'

¥



October 26, 2018

Dear Honorable Judge Gaughan,

1Vian Dyke when sentencing him. | work for

! am writing to you to ask that you show leiiehty to Jasei
ne of us could male a splitsecond decision that

the Chicago-Police Department and | recognize that anyo,
might later bé judged wrong. | don't believe Jason acted maliciously.

Sincerely,

Detective Anita Whichér




26 Oct 2018

To:
judge Vincent Gaughan
LEIGHTON CRIMINAL COURT BUILDING

Chicago iL

From:

Detective Selles Morris #21220
Area Central Detective Division
Chicago Police Department
5101 S. Wentworth Ave
Chicago |L 60609

W 312-747-8380

C 773-791-5664

Subject: Jason Van Dyke Sentencing

| am writing this letter asking Judge Vincent Gaughan to conslder the lightest possible sentence
for Jason Van Dyke. In my career in [aw enforcement I have found myself in bad positions
where 1 wished H had approached the situation differently, by waiting for back up or creating
more space between myself and a hostile offender, This would have given me more time to
better assess the situation. 1 have been lucky to not have these bad positions that | was In result
in myself, an offender or anyone else heing seriously injured. In my opinion Jason Van Dyke
thought that the offender would comply with verbal direction and at some point, was in fear of
death or great bodily harm to himself or others. He put himself in a bad position, like many
officers including myself have done. While | cannot answer why he did not retreat from his
position to buy himself some more time, what | can tell you is that | have seen fear cause
officers to freeze in position. Jason Van Dyke put himselfin a had position, but this doesn’t

. show what Is in Jason Van Dyke's heart. Please consider the lightest possible sentence for Jason

Van Dyke.
Respectfully,
Detective Selles Mortis #21220

Az /e




Honorable Judge Gaughah:

1would appreciate compdssion in sententing Officer Jason Van Dyke as he has a faiily to support and
we all have to make instant decislons on this job. Anyone tan be put in a life of death situation at any

tiriie.

Tharik you for your consideration,

‘D?’tecﬁvg 'V, Wathen,

Chicago Police Departinent




October 24, 20138

Hongorahle Judge-Vincent Gaughan,

| am writing this letter in support of Jason Van Dyke. As a police offlcer/ditéctive with the
Chicago Police Department for the past 23 years, | have hieen completely taken aback by the outconie of
this irial. | realize that there are.maby diffarent opiniaris of how Jason Van Dyke handled the encounter
with Lequan McDonald that fateful night. However, | do believe that his decision to shoot Leguan
MeDonald was not made with mialice, Like many, 1 watched the video ofthe incident in horror. Butd
watched it through the lens of a veteran police officer with years of street experience, and what ]
observed was a reactionary decision that erupted as the result of responding ta hundreds of stressiul
‘and highly charged calls for service that an officet handles on a daily basis.

no doubt changed the landscape of law enforcement across the country but

"This incident has
e citizens we nobly serve. A

we, as police officers, are-human and have thé same fears as many of th
bulletproaf vest, loaded gun, badge and 6 months of training in the police academy do not make us
impervious to the world in which we currently Jive in. Many have had the privilege to judge Jason Van
Dykes actions with the beneflt-of hindsight from the comfort and safety of their liome or place of work.
This, in fny humble opinion, is completely unfalr. Asa resut, [am hoping you will be comnpassionate
when declding Jason Van Dykes sentence. This decision will hot ohly have a profound effect Jason Van
Dyke and his family but with the future of law enforcement officers acrass the country.

w1 hank{ou for your onsideration with respect to this matter.
M e M2 S

Det., Amanda Smith #21586

Area Gentral Detective Division

5101 5. Wentworth Avé

Chicago, IL. 60609

(812)747-8380




24 Qct 2018

‘Judge Vincent Gaughan,

I atn writing to you regarding the sentencing of Jason Van Dyke. Asa police Officer for 21 years | find the
arrest, charging, and conviction by a jury of Jason Van Dyke to he a-sad event for all involved.

While his actions were found o be criminal by the jiiry, | know itisyour responsibllity to detérmine a
falr sentence. Based on your experience asa judge'wurking in the Leighton Criminal Courts building you
have a unique levél of khowledge about crimé, criminals, and their chances: for redemption.

I hope you will view Jason Van Dyke in & sympathetic light. He led 4 crime free life and chose tojoin the
Chicago Police Department to protect others ffom crimninals. Afier many years waorking; his split secont
judgement on one night was deemed criminal. Butif not for-him puitting himself in between the public
+ind the criminal alement in our society he would not have been in the position to make that spilt second
decision.

| ask you to consider these facts # well as your experience asa ju_dgé iw coming to a fair sentence for
JagonVan Dyke. | hope you recognize the potential for him to lead a full and productive life with his
farnily, 1 hope that you give him that opportunity at the soonest possible date by granting him a fenient,
yet fair,-sentence.

Thank you foi' your consideration.
Detegtive Patrick peenihan #20739

Chicago Police Department

Area Central Detective Divisiofi




74 oot 2018

Dear Honorable Judge Gaughan,

in the sentencing of Jason vah DyKe.
In my 28 years of serving thisg
one shooting and subsequent death

i am writing to plead leniency
T am alseo a Chicago police ofFicer.
community, I have only been involved in

of a civilian citizen.

T was bot standing on the stréet with van Dyke that october night,
but I gan attest to his frame of mind iimediately after the shooting. The
dishelief as the massive amount of adrenaline and fegar sibsides, The
blinding clarity as tunnel wision recedes and his imfediate stirroundings
return. 'Thé anguish, at the realization that he, took a hurai life.

phis is appears Lo be an insuimountable decision for you. You must
balance justice with the needs of our community. Please remember there
are two families suffering and praying. There are ifinocents waiting in
both the McDonald and Van Dyke families, ’

fhank you for your consideration.

Respedtively,

Christian M. Tito



24 Qctober 2018

Tothe Honorable Judge Vincent Gaughan,

{ wauld jike to'share a few things with-you about the Jason Van Dyke | know, i worked
with Jason fiori 2005 1o 2008 in the Target Response Unit. | know the Jason that was a hard working
patrolman whe was an honest and straight forward type of man when dealing with the public. §know
the Jason that camé to work every day with the intention of dolng his job to the best of his capabiities.

| know thie Jason that'would on occasion glve part of his funch to the homeless person outslde or pay for
an [fem at one of the local stores for ihe kids waiting in line. | know the Jason that loved his job and

loved} dotng it day in and day out,

Judge Gaughan,

who often spoke about his wife Tiffany and their two young
e for his family so Tiffany
he things that he didn’t &5 a

| also know Jason the family man, :
danghters. 1know the Jason that worked tirelessly at severa | jobs to provid
could be at home and raise the gifls. Jason always wanted the girls to have t

child.

not pose a threat o society. | khow the Jason

Judge Gaughan, Jason hasled & crime free life and does
| hope that you can provide Jason with a

thatwent out every night and did his job and did it right. SI5;
speedy but fair sentencing.

| appreciate any consideration in this matier

Joseph Merkel




22 Gctober 2018

ludge Vincent Gaughan
Cook County Coutt Building
2600 5. California Bivd.
Chicagg, Hiinois 60608

RA01 8. Wentworth
Chicago, Hllinols G0609.

Honorable Vincent Gaughan:

fficer Jason Van Dyke. As a Detective inthe Chicago

| am wiriting this letter to support Chicago Police O
| of Officer Van Dyke. From the begiiming of the

Police | believed it was important to follow the trfa
investigation, [ followed the case. | attemptéd to look into thie mind of Officer Van Dyke to feel and see
what he did on that horrible night that changed many lives. t attempted to figure out what | would have
done in that situation. 1 know how many officers hacked away from police workfollowing the horrible
situation in Ferguson Missouri were the pofice officer's life'was ruiived for doing his joh. Many officers
including the officers Who observed a McDonald with a knife refusing police arders:did not take pojice
action and attempted to justify it i court during their testimosniy.

After much soul sedrching; | believe Officer Van Dyke did what he believed was right In the eyes of the
jaw. He-followed his training which | went through. The fear for ourfreedom, our livelihoods and thi
fear of the éffects on our fainjlies prevented the assisting officers from doing what was required by the

law of our frie country,
Officer van Dyké déspite the fears of other poligeofficers did what he believed was ight n the eyes of

the faw, He and his family have suffered tremendous pain for a situation created by McDonald but also
his absenk mother, Officer Jason Van Dyke belleved hé needed 10 act quickly in this sitydtion that lasted

what seetns like a lifetime in a police officet’s mind.

Pleasa show compassion for Chicago Police Officer Jason Van Dyke and his family.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

LAk

Detecti é"J'am'_ie Richardson
Chicago Police Department
Area Central Detective Division



Octobier 17, 2018

The Honorable Vintent M. Gaughan
Lesighton Griminal Court

2600 South California Avenue, Room 500
Chicago, finois 60608

Judge Gaughan:

ldma Psychotherapist for the last 43 years, the.son of a Chicago Police Officer, Virigent
O'Grady {deceased), a life-long yoterIn Cook County, & friend of Jason Van Pyke and his
family. | am wiiting you to ask that yoli défonstrate judictal courage and be merciful in

sentencing Jason.

1 believe you know Judge, as.does every ntelligent, Informed person in Gook Gounty, that
Jason became Mayor Emmanuel's sagrificial lamb when he preemptively ordered Chicago
to pay the Laguan McDoniald family five millon dollars. To every potential juror in Cook
Cotinty, that “rush-to-judgment’ payaui, de facto, politically deciar d-Jason as guilty, long
bofore he ever went to trial, '

In a city historically divided by récial tiatred, bigotry-and political cowardness, | am asldng
you fo step-up afid show Jason Van Dyke mercy. He is a good man, not an evil man.
Youi Honor, you have a quintessential opportuntty to plage: yoyr name in Chicago's

coriteritious racial hisfory as a brave judge whe -courageously advanced healing, turning
his back on hatred.

a7, LS

hornas M. O'Grady,|
licerised Clinical Social Wo




Jack Byrnes

3239 South Lowe Avenuc
Chicago, IL 60616
312-415-6041

10/12/2018

Tonorable Vincent M, Gaughan
Circuit Judge

Leighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave., R, 500
Chicago, Ilinois 60608

Re: Jason Van Dyke

Deat Honotable Vincent M. Gaughan,

WMy name is Jack Byrnes and 1 am writing yot this lotter in hopes that you will consider 1y words whon
you dacide on JTason Van Dykes serténicing. [have only known Jason for a little over 3 yeals, biit in that
time, T have learned so smuch aborit Jason 5. person and not as a Police Officer.

"The Jason that 1 have gotten to know during the most stresstinl poiat of iis life is that of a compassionate,
kind and sometimes funnry family.wan. When our paths would cross we would tall about topics of the
day, sports and always about faraily. His wife and girls always came up i the conversation and yotl
could see how puch he loved his family and how nich his fainily loved and needed him as a husband
afid father.

1 don’t think it is my place 1o critique or-offer an opinion ofl thie trial, but 1-do know that Jason Van Dyke
ig A giedt man that finds himiselfin a position that is way outeide of the character that { personally know.
He is 3 man that bas lived and played-by the riles, Heis anian that has genyine coricern and compassion
for others. Hg is a man that has ruch to contribute to society as a whole.

1t is my hopes fhat you can find it within your authority andl compagsion to rendera sentence squal to that
of a fifst-time offender.

Thanl you for taking time to read this Jetter:

Sincerely,

Juck Bymes




October 11, 2018

“The Honorable Vincent M. Gaughan
L eighton Criminal Court

2600 S. California Ave. Rm. 500
Chicago, It 60608

Dear Jucdge Gaughan,

Over the past three years | have had the honor of knowing Jason Van Dyke.
| have found Jason to be an amazing human being. He is a-devoted Christian,
hushand, father and friend. He is always willing to help anyone wha asks, He was
an asset to the Chicago police department for 15 years, He was always a
professici')nal' in the handling of the citizens of the city of Chicago.

[ am a retried Chicago police officer having served the city of Chicago for
32.5 years and the Cook County State’s Attorney’s office for 9 years.

| sincerely hope that you can grant Jason Van Dyke leriienicy in your

sentencing.

Thank you for any consideration.

Robert T. Baikie
‘Chicago, IL
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October 10, 2018

Vingent Gaughan

dudge

Cireuit Court of Cook County
2650 South Californfa Averiug
Chilcago, Minols 60608

Dear Judge Gaughant
1 amwiiting this Jetter in regards to iy friend, Jason Van Dyke.

ry. 1 am also the Commander of American Legion Post 1993.

 have met a lot of people in my life some good, same bad. Jason is ore of the nicest people | have aver

fet. We work together at our Kiights of Colummbus Chicago Police Council providing help and assistance
Ives. He's always there to help. When ybu belong 1o an orgapization

to people fess fortunate than ourse
like-ours, you have to be ageod person to want to niake the waorld a hetter place and be thiere for your

fallow brother.

T a former police officer and retired wiilita

Being a Police Officer isn’t an easy job. | grew up, thie son 0f a Chicaga Potice Officer. In those days, your
respected the police officersand did what they told you to do. They were there to keep an'eye on youas
% know what frappened to ttiose days but, | miss them, Every day, thiese

well as the corfimunity. | don
men and woman go out and.run towards danger when everyone glsé Is running away. They are spit.on,
they ahvays call the police and the

harassed, threatened and shot at. But, when these people negd help,
nofice respond #ike loyal soldiers. These men and woman are hrman and have frailties. They sometimes
get PTSD and othier issues. ffyou work in a war zone long enough, you aré goiig to get some scars, sotne

seep), SOMe not.

Jason VanDyke is a great Police officer. He made a split second decision that is now gaing to haunt him
the rest of His life, He didn't go out and want 1o kil someone, he's not that type of guy. The pressures 6f
the job and asplit-decisioncan go elther way. Sometimes, you wrong: eitherway; especially these days.
Every day these men are béing second auessed by Monday morning quarterbacks and criticized,
Sometimes, there is o right way. inson, always went to work to make Chicago 2 safer place for the
membérs of the comntinity. He also, wanted to make sure he protected himself and his faflow officers
1o ensure they would make it home o hig/thelr loved ones.

‘a§ to the type of man Jason Yan Dyke is, He's a-great police officer,

let a split second decisiort in battle define how you think about Jason. I'in
Lagquan Mg Donald in ary way. His Yife wasprecious and ¥'m sure Jason

Dan't let prosecutors sway you
fushand, father and s0h. Doi't
aot trying to diminish the fife of
would have wanted a different ending.

' askingyou to:show some compassien for Jason Vani pyke. He'knows that he made a mistake and he
is truly sorryfor the lite that fie took.
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I hbpe this gives you sarme [isight into my frfend and brother Knight so, youi gan see the real person that
will be standing in front of you.

i yoir should have any guestions, please feel free to tontact me.

God Bléss,

Terry D Gornel

3100 West 101% Place
Evergreen Parl, Hiiriois 60805
312-909-1821
tcornelljr@aol.com




To: Judge Vincent Ganghan

From: Bdwin B. MacDonald

1 am writing this leiter on behalf of Jason Vandyke in ordey fo.share my insight into his fine chavatter;
inorality, and sirong potential for teturning to aproductive and law abiding cifizenship: In my opinion,
this one tragic day should not define him a5 a person.

To infroduce myself, Jason s my Tirst cousin (my mother and lis father are brother and Sister). In
addition to being an involved family member, I am axetired Army soldier and cuirrently 2 business
manager in the Defense industry. This history helped me to build 2 substantjal insight-fo stressful
iadividual combat crises and the traumatic chialfenges of first responders. I served in out Armed

Foices for22-years, half of the time with the elite §2d Airborne Division and the second half with the
United States Army Retruiting Comriand. For the last 16 years and now as a Vige President, T have led
300-plus diverse smployees aud a complex spectrum of defense contracts providing emergency
managenient services to both military and civilian First Responders; This extensive carcer of leadership,
counseliiig, and working with the "whole person” concepts ot individual development for

respotiders under exirome prossuses, fns given me & perspective-on the fremendous rehabilitation potential

for Jdsa.

While Lapent majority of my adult life in the military, hdweyer my wife, child and [were

alvays imanaged to spend time with his tamily. Jason was always coinpassionate, polite, and completely
supportive of others. He always expressed his goals of serving his country and his community. With his
consistent sense of self saorifice and service, 1 always knew he would be going to go be a police officer or
five fighter. As hie got older, W& had move serioils conversations antl he fold me he wahted to serve his
community as a Chicago police officer. I sapported his deciston as did the rest of his iminediate and
gxtended family, The'only advice Ladded was make sure he made time for additional education. While
Jason served as a police.officer, 1 had retired from the military and we had more epportunitios beconze

closer atid to undetstand his promising potential.

T would like ta tell you about one event that should giveyon a-window o what Kind of man Jason really
is. When President Obama pursuing bis second Inauguration, Jason was selected be patt ofithe police
seouiity detail.-He-was excited and proud of himself, as he should have been. He called and said he would
be staying in Montgemery County Maryland and warited to visit my family. Of course, I séid yes, and we
cooidinated our schedules when hie had free timethat Saturday, 1 picked up Jagon and brought him to my
house, | have a severely disabled son and Jasott insistéd on playing with Anihony for howrs. He everi
snppested my wife and I go ot fora conple of hiours fo take a break. Although my wife and I destined the
offerit was very hoait watming. This is how Jason lived his private life, a very kind and loving person.
As Jason contipues his debt to society, pleaso remember fhat he sl has 4 tremendous charagter of selfless
service to 1iis comnmnity and strong poferitial to-quickly return 85 aproductive member upor retuin,

TFyon heve any questions; please fael free fo contact me.
Sincerely

Edwin B, MacDonald _
Fist Sergeant U.S. Aty (Retired)



Dear Judge Vincent Gaughan,

I am writing this letier on behalf of Jason Van Dyke. I grew up down the sireet
from Jason and went fo the same schools as him. He was a couple yeats older then me
but as Idds in. the same neighborhood we knew each other. He is a good honest person
that kept to himself and never caused problems.. Fe always seemed more interested in

helping people.

Jason has always had a loving home with a supportive family. Dusing this
unforiunate event that has happened I know this has only made them closer and moze
supportive. When he is allowéd out of prison he will have their full support in anyway
needed. His father John will do anything in his power to help Jason through this time,

I know that this is a terrible thing that happened but 1 do think that Jason would
never do anything to harm a person unless he felt his life was in jeopardy. Jason has two
daughtes and works in one of; if not the highest crime cities in the United States to make
it a safer place for them and everyone else. He ook an oath as a police officer to serve
and protect the city of Chicago aud he has done that for numerous years without using his
weapon., We never kmow what we would do in g situation but I know one thing when an
officer tells me to do something, I do it. No officer will ever need to pull a gun on me
because when a police officer asks you to do something, you ate required fo listen and

respect then.

The crime has become so bad in Chicago that I won't let me wife go downtown
without me. People feel uncomfortable just going to ditner or putting gas in there car, 50
if a person was doing what Laguan was doing I definitely would hope police officers
* would take action, Weneed to keep the city safe and we can pot have people runuing

around like that. Jason was trained by our city to defend and protect us for sitnation likes
this and he protected us the best as he was frained to. If Jason failed, then the system that
trainied him failed. 1 am just anothet citizen but I don't understand how a police officer

doing his job to protect others can go to jail.
Thank you for taking the time to read this.

Jonathan Fludér
Lemont, IL



October 17, 2018

To: Judge Vincent Gaughan
Circult Court of Cook County
2650 S. California Ave.
Chicago, 1. 60608

Dear Judge, Gaughan:
 am sitting hear writing a tetter on behalf of my son JASON. ‘

Fwould like to start off saying Jason is noi the person that was describe by the prosecutor, Jason s
tolerant of people’s rights. jason was reading beginner books when he enters kindergarten, also made
the honor roll numerous times in grade school, high schaol, and college. Jason also learn to play two
musical instruments, was accepted to join the jazz band in grade school. Played foothall in grammar
school and high school, work a part time job and still eaintain focus oh his studies, Jason also paid his
own way thraugh school, while maintaining a full-time job and raising a family. Jason was chosen 1o join
the TRU UNIT of Chicago police department, was one of the officers that went to Washington BC. To
represent.Chicago on the secu rity detall President Obama second term, a little Iater Jason was sent to
bomb schoo! in New Mexico. Jason has also received numerous credits from the police department. |
dor’s believe you went this far in the police department on fuck, ane must have a understanding values
of a good policeman is. fasonis also member of Kriights of Columbus St, Michael the archangel council
12173. As I stand behind my son, as my father stood behind me, as his father stood behind him, as your
parents stood behind you, { hope you find some compassion in this case.

Sincerely

Dwen Van Dyke %
- ¥ g
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Qgtotbier 18, 2018

Judge Vinoent Michael Gaunglian

RE: Jason Van Dyke A
Sentencing on October 3 1, 2018

Dear Judge Gaughan:

T'have known the Van Dyke family for yeats. Jason is defipitely not a murderer. He is a very
xindhearted person, He is nothing more. than a gentle giant, His wife and children ate the satne and
always a pleasure fo be aroundl Please, 1 beg of you, do not leave his wife and childien without a
husband and father. Te was-doing his job - “pROTECT AND SERVE!”

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely;

A Great Friend and Neighbot!




Qctober 10, 2018

Erank and Susan Gastro
6426 W, 65th St
Chicago, IL 80638

The Honorable Judge Vincent M. Gaughan

Cirouit Judge
Leighton Criminal Court
2600 S. California Ave,, Room 500

Chicago, IL 60608

Re: Sentencing of Jason Van Dyke

Dear Judge Gaughan,

We are retired Chicago Police officers who proudly served the City of Chicago for twenty-nine
vears, Frank worked in the 010 District, School Patrot Unit, Public Housing North, Public
Housing South and ended his caveer in the Mass Transit Unit. Susan worked in the 010
District, 008 District, 011 District, Area Two Youth Division and ended her career as a Detective

in Area South.

We have known Jason Van Dyke socially, outside of worlk, for four years and have found him to
be a dedicated family man who places his family first. Jason is caring, kind-hearted and

authentic.

We ask that you please impose only the minlmum sentence upon Jason Van Dyke for a
decislon he made in seconds, without the henefit of hindsight. This conviction will affect Jason
and his family for the rest of their lives. We believe Jason deserves 8 second chance 10

positively lmpact his family and our community.

Sinceraly,

=Nt
A

Lo



