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Houston Imams and Rabbis on Events in Holy Land

For the past decade, we Imams and Rabbis in the Greater Houston area have found common
ground on several issues that have impacted our respective communities and the Houston
community at large. Although challenging, we have done so again during this tumultuous time.

Our relationship over the years has been rooted in a belief that each of our faiths strives to
shape our communities in similar ways. We have come to understand both Judaism and Islam
are communities that seek to sustain a relationship with God and build a sacred community
through teachings that stress similar values.

We do not always see eye to eye, and from time to time, our needs and interests diverge. This
misalignment is most acutely experienced concerning the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Following our most recent dialogue, we do, however, want people of all faiths and beliefs in our
community at large to know the following:

1. We pray together that the ceasefire is respected by all parties, bringing reprieve to all
children and their families. However, this ceasefire is not a long-term solution and is only
a temporary measure. We must continue to find constructive ways to move the
conversation forward and find a solution rooted in justice and peace for all.

2. Our hearts are filled with sadness and anguish over the unnecessary and unimaginable
loss of life in the Holy Land and throughout the region.

3. We stand against any actions by governments, militias, radical groups, and anyone else
that would violate the sanctity of our sacred spaces. The freedom to practice our faith
peacefully is paramount and must remain unhindered.

4. We condemn in the strongest terms any action that intentionally targets children and
civilians.

5. We call on all people to show restraint and not allow our anger and anguish to divide our
communities through Islamophobic, anti-Arab, and anti-Jewish actions and speech.
Anything less would not be representative of our faith beliefs and has no place in
seeking justice and peacebuilding.

6. We remain committed to working together, learning from each other, and believe that
communication and dialogue are even more critical during times of conflict and
disagreement.

The disturbing realities continuing to unfold in the Holy Land must bring us together not only as
Jews and Muslims but also as Americans to demand that President Biden and Congress play
an active, constructive, and significant role in bringing about a just and lasting peace no matter
how complex the process may be.



Through our interfaith dialogue and work, we have learned that our communities have many
similar desires and needs, contrary to what many would want us and others to believe.

Together, we will forge a path forward through this dark time and identify ways to show solidarity
and peace, and justice for all.
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