3/23/2021 1:47 PM
Marilyn Burgess - District Clerk Harris County
Envelope No. 51740713

2021'16903 / COUF'[Z 061 By: Monica Jackson

Filed: 3/23/2021 1:47 PM

CAUSE NO.
JANE DOE, § IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
§
Plaintiff, §
§
§ HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS
$ S
V. § G
§ ©
§ BN
§ JUD@%QL DISTRICT
§ &
DESHAUN WATSON $ Q\
§
Defendant. § JURJ@TRIAL DEMANDED

PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PETITION

Plaintiff Jane Doe complains of Defendant Des@a‘tson, and for cause of action, would

<

S

I SUMMARY OF LAWSUIT @

respectfully show this Court the following: §
Q)

Defendant Deshaun Watson is a onal Football League (“NFL”) player who currently
plays quarterback for the Houston T s. Plaintiff is a licensed and certified professional who
N
offers various body conditioni@ itness and wellness therapy services. Watson requested a
N/

massage from Plaintiff in \\@020. During the session, Watson assaulted and harassed Plaintiff

by exposing himself to l@touching her with his penis and ejaculating onto her. Watson’s behavior

ispartofa disturbi%@ttern. Plaintiff brings this case seeking the minimal compensatory damages

that implicate @onorable Court’s subject-matter jurisdiction, to prevent Watson from further
<

like cond@

I1. FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff is a licensed and certified professional who owns her own business in Houston,

Texas. She is married and was married at the time of the incident. She markets her business through



Instagram and obtains clients in that manner. Plaintiff has been in the business for several years.
Plaintiff is a certified, licensed professional and has never had any issues prior to experiencing
Defendant’s conduct.

Defendant Watson and Plaintiff first made contact on Instagram via %%ct message,
wherein he expressed his interest in her services in May 2020. Plaintiff rout'&prwides body
conditioning and stretching for fitness at people’s homes, hotels ancoi é%fa:;es as part of her
occupation. Plaintiff had never had any type of contact with Deﬁ}e@r&\t Watson prior to this
message. Plaintiff had never worked with any athletes from th@@cans organization. Plaintiff
found it somewhat peculiar that a high-profile NFL player w seek services from her, because
she is not yet a well-known professional and it was herO @%f that a player like Watson likely had
access to an entire team of trainers and the like. H Oer, at the same time, Plaintiff, like many
small business people, had been actively tryin%%row her business and expand her client base.
Plaintiff thus was excited and encouraged @ professional football player would want to use her
services. Plaintiff and Watson agref@to schedule a session, and the two began to discuss
scheduling. <§§\©

@)

Prior to the massage,&gatson specifically asked Plaintiff if she was a massage therapist.
Plaintiff said no she W@@Qe—tiﬁed personal trainer and had all her certifications to that effect.
Plaintiff explained g@vith her certification, after she trained a client she could help with therapy
but that massag@ere not her specialty. Despite this explanation, Watson insisted that he wanted
to book w@@r Additionally, prior the massage, Watson told Plaintiff that he wanted to focus on
his “groin” area, his “glutes” and his “lower abdominals” during the session. Plaintiff found this

request to be not out of the norm. A massage was scheduled to take place at Watson’s house on

May 28, 2020. Watson sent a message to Plaintiff saying that she could come to the session dressed



in “casually relaxing attire” and told Plaintiff “you don’t have to be full professional.” Plaintiff
thought nothing of these comments at the time, and in hindsight should have known something
was amiss.

When Plaintiff arrived to Watson’s house, Watson led her into a theater ro%Watson left
the room to get undressed and to allow Plaintiff time to get set up. When Wa%@ame back into
the room, he was wearing only a towel covering his lower extremities. Wat@};;ld face down onto
the massage table. Right away, Watson kept saying that he could turn (%F whenever Plaintiff was
ready. Plaintiff found this strange because the massage had only %@started and usually a client
turns over more than halfway through the session and not at th¢beginning. Plaintiff said she would
let Watson know when she was ready for him to tur &r. Plaintiff continued to stretch out
Watson’s muscles and focused on areas that usual%@vould bother someone when he/she works
out. When Watson eventually flipped over ont%@ack the towel fell off Watson’s body and hit
the floor. Watson was completely naked a@osed his penis to Plaintiff. Watson also moved his
penis onto Plaintiff’s hand. Watson h@pre ejaculation leaking out of his penis, which got onto
Plaintiff’s hand. Plaintiff felt 111}@@5\@ wanted to vomit. Watson said, “I hope you do not mind if
we continue the massage like Qé)/’ At that point, Plaintiff froze. At the same time, Plaintiff was
also confused. Plaintiff@t@% stuttering and saying “I do not know. I do not know.” Plaintiff
decided to end the m%ﬂge and told Watson it was time to go. Watson got off the massage table,
still completely@d and asked Plaintiff if he could give her a hug. Plaintift told Watson that she
did not th@at would be appropriate. Watson responded, “Oh ¢’'mon I saw your Instagram. I

know what you’re working with.” Plaintiff again told him it was time for her to go. Watson said

“Aww okay. Well, if we had time, would we do what we do?” Plaintiff found this comment to be



very strange and had no idea what he was talking about. Plaintiff was taken aback and immediately
left.
When Plaintiff got home that day, Plaintiff immediately called her mom and her best friend

to tell them what happened and said she was traumatized. Plaintiff felt violated an%gsgusted and

SN

felt as though she was trapped in some weird nightmare. Plaintiff also rece%% text message
)
from Watson that same day asking her if she was okay. Plaintiff did n(@wspond. For weeks
N

afterwards, Watson repeatedly contacted Plaintiff asking if he could b@%ﬁer again. Plaintiff either
ignored the requests or said she was too busy. @©

The NFL is notorious for a culture that fosters sex@al harassment and sexual assault.
Despite its lip service and a strong ad campaign to tl@@&rary, many of its players have been
accused of committing heinous sexual crimes agair@gmen. The NFL is no stranger to scandal,
certainly when it comes to offenses against wo@

Although Plaintiff seeks minimal K@nsa‘[ow damages, it is to be noted that Plaintiff has
suffered mental anguish as a result 0f7 @Qon’s behavior. Plaintiff has not been able to move on
from these experiences. She can?_éfii@nk about the incident without crying and shaking. She thinks
about it all the time and conﬂ%ﬁéﬁ to feel degraded. Plaintiff has difficulty sleeping and suffers
from anxiety and depre@@glainﬁff feels ashamed and at times blames herself.

Plaintiff brigg%ihis case for the minimum jurisdictional limits of this Honorable Court, to
NS

raise awarenesg@% to prevent Deshaun Watson and those like him from engaging in further
conduct with‘other future victims.

1.  DISCOVERY PLAN

Plaintiff intends to conduct discovery under Level 2 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure.

IV.  PARTIES



Plaintiff Jane Doe is an individual residing in Texas.

Defendant Deshaun Watson is an individual residing in Texas. Defendant may be served with
process via his counsel of record, Rusty Hardin, Rusty Hardin & Associates LLP, 1401 McKinney
Street, Suite #2250, Houston, Texas or wherever he may be found. &\pé

V. VENUE AND JURISDICTION C}@)

Venue and jurisdiction are proper. The relief requested is within the@&mmal jurisdictional
limits of this Court. This is not a case about money. Pursuant to thg%exas Civil Practice and
Remedies Code, venue is proper in Harris County, Texas. This 1@6 county where Defendant

resides and the acts, events, transactions and omissions made @%basis of this lawsuit occurred in

S
&

\%

Plaintiff re-alleges each aforemenn@&%hgatlon as if fully incorporated below.

whole or in part in Harris County, Texas.

VL. CAUSES OF ACTION

A. CIVIL ASSAULT

Defendant Watson committed c@l assault on Plaintiff. Specifically, Watson intentionally or
knowingly caused physical con%@th Plaintiff when Watson knew, or should have reasonably
known, that Plaintiff would re%%\rd/such contact as offensive. As a proximate result of the assault,
Plaintiff has suffered da@@%s described herein. Plaintiff’s harm arises as a result of conduct that
violates several sectu%%of the Texas Penal Code, including:

(D) Sec@%@ 01(a)(3), Penal Code (assault);

(2) @&%m 22.012, Penal Code (indecent assault); and

(3) Section 42.07, Penal Code (harassment).

Thus, in addition to actual damages, Plaintiff seeks punitive damages, and such damages are

not subject to capping.



B. INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS

Plaintiff re-alleges each aforementioned allegation as if fully incorporated below.

Watson engaged in conduct to Plaintiff that is extreme and outrageous so as to exceed the
bounds of decency in a civilized society, namely, he caused Plaintiff to experience r%%tal suffering
by kissing her against her will, trying to coerce her to work on his penis and bu@, and exposing
his penis to her. . & .

Q)
Watson engaged in this conduct intentionally, knowingly, and willfully.
Watson’s conduct proximately caused injury to Plaintiff. @nﬁff has sustained and will

sustain pain and suffering and psychological and emotional distress, mental anguish, embarrassment,

and humiliation. §
Q

Accordingly, Plaintiff is entitled to recovery @S‘[ defendants for the damages proximately

caused by Defendant Watson’s conduct in an g@m to be determined at trial. Further, because
0

Plaintiff’s harm arises as a result of condugf[&§violates several sections of the Texas Penal Code,
o Q
including: @

(1) Section 22.01(a)(3), P ode (assault);

@)
(2) Section 22.012, Pe&i\dode (indecent assault); and
Q
(3) Section 42.0615@% Code (harassment).
)

Thus, in ad@it@%to actual damages, Plaintiff seeks punitive damages, and such damages are
N

not subject to cag@%.
O

VIIL DA§ sES

As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s acts and omissions described above, Plaintiff
has incurred the following damages:

a. Conscious physical and mental pain and suffering, and anguish, past and future;



b. Physical impairment, past and future;
c. Loss of enjoyment of life and peace of mind, past and future;

d. Reasonable and necessary medical, counseling, psychiatric, therapeutic and related
expenses, past and future;

=
e. Loss of earnings and earning capacity; and @
@
£ Such other damages that will be shown at trial. Kj@

Plaintiff seeks any and all damages to which she may be entitl%dggﬁs stated, Plaintiff also
seeks exemplary damages to deter such conduct going forward, a make an example of this

Defendant. @5@

VIII. NOTICE OF INTENT TO USE DISCOVERY &'@5RIAL

Pursuant to Texas Rule of Civil Procedure l@, Plaintiff hereby gives notice that she
intends to use all discovery instruments produce%@gﬁs case at trial. Such discovery instruments
include, but are not limited to, all document%@ndant will produce, or has produced, in response
to Plaintiff’s written discovery requests. ©§§

IX. REQUEST FOR JURY TBI(A

Plaintiff made a good f@ effort to resolve this matter prior to the filing of this lawsuit.
Plaintiff respectfully deman@]ury trial and hereby tenders the appropriate fee.

X. PRESERVATI@ OF EVIDENCE

Plaintiff h@?reques‘ts and demands that Defendant Watson preserve and maintain all
evidence pert@ng to any claim or defense related to the incident made the basis of this lawsuit,
including@ not limited to communications, electronic data, mapping data, and location data.
XI. PRAYER

By reason of all the above and foregoing, Plaintiff is entitled to recover from Defendant

Watson the damages set forth in this petition, within the jurisdictional limits of this Court. Plaintiff



also seeks pre-and post-judgment interest at the maximum legal rate, costs of court, punitive

damages, and any other relief to which Plaintiff may be justly entitled.

Respectfully submitted, \(\:

THE BUZBEE LAW F \.@
)
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