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William Olazabal enrolled into the 
EMPOWER Program in December 
2019. He was a 19-year-old high 
school graduate with no work 

experience and no job training. William's goal was to 
enroll in Vocational Training, become certified/
credentialed, and find full-time employment. 
William enrolled into the Merced College Welding 
training in Los Banos. During his training, EMPOWER 
assisted William by providing clothes, tools, and a 
gas allowance. After successfully finishing the 
Welding Training, William completed a Job Portfolio 
to assist with his job search. William quickly 
obtained a full-time job with Bettencourt 
Construction in Denair, CA. His job performance 
continues to show high levels of professionalism, 
competency, and proficiency.  William has 
expressed his gratitude for the opportunities the 
EMPOWER Program has provided. William plans to 
continue working for Bettencourt Construction to 
gain work experience and to join a labor union.  
William is a true EMPOWER Success Story. 
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Rosalinda Carreno-Venegas enrolled into 
EMPOWER in October 2020. Rosalinda’s goal was 

to become a 
Professional Truck 
Driver. She was 
referred to 
Advanced Career 
Institute’s Class A 
Driver License 
training in 
December 2020. 
Rosalinda excelled 
in her training and 
obtained her Class 
A License in March 
2021. EMPOWER 
provided Rosalinda 
with training 
clothes and tools, 
and assistance with 

the job search process. Rosalinda is now employed 
as a full-time Professional Truck Driver with Central 
Valley Concrete & Trucking.   ROSALINDA IS A TRUE 
EMPOWER SUCCESS STORY! 

Website: 

https://www.mcoe.org/empower 

 

Elias Herrera joined 
the MCOE WIOA  

EMPOWER 
Program in March 
2020.  His goal was 
to become an 
automotive  

mechanic.  In  

September 2020 
Elias was referred 
to an Automotive  

Technology program. Elias was able to learn 
quickly and excelled in automotive diagnosis 
and mechanics. As Elias’s skills and knowledge 
increased, he was hired at Merced Dodge.  He 
quickly learned to trouble shoot and correct a 
multitude of mechanical problem on all 
different makes of automobiles. Elias was hired 
full time due to his outstanding work ethic and 
knowledge of automotive mechanics.  
Congratulations Elias!   


