§ 19A-32.1. Minimum holding period for animals in animal shelters; public viewing of animals in
animal shelters; disposition of animals.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, all animals received by an animal shelter or by an agent of
an animal shelter shall be held for a minimum holding period of 72 hours, or for any longer minimum period
established by a board of county commissioners, prior to being euthanized or otherwise disposed of.

(b) Before an animal may be euthanized or otherwise disposed of, it shall be made available for adoption
under procedures that enable members of the public to inspect the animal, except in the following cases:
(1) The animal has been found by the operator of the shelter to be unadoptable due to injury or
detects of health or temperament.
(2) The animal is seriously ill or injured, in which case the animal may be euthanized before the

expiration of the minimum holding period if the manager of the animal shelter determines, in
writing, that it is appropriate to do so. The writing shall include the reason for the

determination.
(3) The animal is being held as evidence in a pending criminal case.
(c) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, a person who comes to an animal shelter attempting to

locate a lost pet is entitled to view every animal held at the shelter, subject to rules providing for such viewing
during at least four hours a day, three days a week. If the shelter is housing animals that must be kept apart from the
general public for health reasons, public safety concerns, or in order to preserve evidence for criminal proceedings,
the shelter shall make reasonable arrangements that allow pet owners to determine whether their lost pets are
among those animals.
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