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SPESIA & AYERS

Attorneys at Law

Redacted April 2013

E. Kent Ayers

James C. Byrne

John M. Spesia

Christian G. Spesia

Jeffrey S. Taylor

Martin ]. Shanahan, Jr.

Mark A. Lichtenwalter

Gabriel G. Orenic

Michael R. Stiff

Tricia M. Pellegrini

Michael 5. Hopkins

H. Richard Hagen
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Of Counsel:

Thomas M. Ew¥T. Terrance M. Johnson, Esq.

KentSlater ~ North Pier Chicago
455 East Illinois Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Dear Mr. Johnson:

August 1, 2011

Re:

Rudofski vs Diocese of Joliet

Father Formusa Records

1415 Black Road
Joliet, Illinois 60435

Ph 815.726.4311
Fx 815.726.6828

www.spesia»ayers.com

Douglas F. Spesia
(1940.2010)

As per a Court Order, I am enclosing Diocesan records of Father Formusa consisting of

the following:

1) Priest file of Father Formusa (total pages 406)

(A Privilege Log relating to this priest file)

2) The Secret Archive file of Father Formusa (total pages 108)

(A Privilege Log relating to this archive file.

Names of Accusers

The names of all those individuals who have made accusations have never been made
public and the existing Protective Order prohibits their disclosure.

JCB/skm

My Best Regards,

SPESIA & AYERS

By:

cc: The Most Rev. R. Daniel Conlon, JCD

The Honorable Michael Powers
M. Patrick Bradley, Esq.

Mr. Joseph M. Laraia, Esq.

Mr. Stuart L. Bressler, Esq.

miﬁ%

s C. Byrne

Established 1899
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Ommaculate conasﬁtion Chunch O00035
Bzatdwooc{, Hilinota

May 31, 1%64
Rt. Rev. Mggr. R. Blanchette, V.G.
310 Bridge Street
Joliet, illinois

Dear Monsignor Dlanchette:

. I hereby resign as Pastior of lImmaculate Conception
Church, Braidwood, as requested by the Vicar General.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

AP e

Rev. Sal Formusa
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August 11, 1970

Rev. Sal Formusa
151 East LeMoyne Parkway
Oak Park, Iilinocis 60304

Dear Father Formusa;

Father Ryan has shown me the letter which you
wrote to him recently. If no one is advising you to see Doctor
Ciatteo, it is understood that there is no obligation for you to
see.him; I would hope, however, that occasgionally you would
for your own satisfaction see him to talk things over,

With reference to coming to the Chancery Office
occasionally for work, I have checked with Father Murray, and
Father Murray does admit that quite often he did not have work
lined up for you. As you know, the work here is specialized
work, and so that would explain some of the difficulty.

Since you will be going to school, Wwe will not be
expecting you to come to the Chancery @Hice,

While you indicated that you would not be expecting
any money, I have instructed our bookkeeper to continue to send
a monthly check of $100. 00. In this fashion, I do hope that we are
showing paternal concern for your welfare. Kindly keep in touch
with us also.

Wi shing you God's blessings, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Jdiet

RRB/sma
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May 25, 1972

Rev, William Ryan
Chaplain

St. Joseph's Hospital
2900 N. Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, Illinois 60657

Dear Father Ryan:

QOur Father Ryan, Chancellor of the Joliet
Diocese, indicated that you wish to receive a letter concerning
employing Father Formusa, priest of the Diocese of Joliet,
at St. Joseph Hospital,

Father Formusa took some special courses at
I.oyola University which has gualified him for some work in
mental health. The doctor with whom Father Formusa has been
in contact at my request has indicated to me and to Father
Formusa that he could seek employment at certain mental health
clinics.

Confidentially, theidoctor told me that he knows
that at these clinics Father Formusa would be under supervision.
Wherefore, if at St. Joseph Hospital he will be supervised, and
if this work is in line with what I have mentioned above, then I do
give my permission., I would add another confidential reservation
{again at the suggestion of the doctor) that Father Formusa's work
not be with children. Naturally, I know that you will chserve this
confidence.

With best wishes, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet

RRB /sma
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June 14, 1971

The Reverend Sal Formusa
151 East LeMoyne Parkway
Oak Park, Iilinois 60304

Dear Father Sal:

You must think that I have really forgotten about you, having promised to
call the other day, After I spoke to you, I managed to land in the hospital
for a couple of days with a rather severe nosebleed, but I am back to work
now. By this time, I think you have received Bishop Blanchette's letter,
outlining the possibilities for your work. I think that you will agree, after
reading his letter, that the jobssat Lewis and/oxr St. Procopius would be
quite out of the question in térms of the ideas expressed by the Dr. and
Bishop Blanchette, I am confident, with your good offices, that you will be
able to find something more in keeping with your training and with the
recommendations of Doctor and Bishop Blanchette,

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Reverend Daniel L. Ryan
Chancellor

DI1R:jam
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August 20, 1971 .-

Memorandum:

On August 19, 1971, in answer to a request from
Father Formusa, I told him that in view of the restrictions
placed upon him by the doctor, I did not see how I could in
conscience give him a parish assignment. I urged him to see if
the degree that he has in counseling could be put to use with the
Mental Health Clinic, as suggested by the doctor. I also told him
that I would see if there would be occasional work here at the Office.

I promised also to send him Low Mass stipends. He
says Mass at home and helps out on Sundays at St. Charles Borromeo
in Bensenvilie.

Bishop of Joliet

RRB/sma
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August 13, 1973
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Rev. Sal Formusa

Apt. 1B

6770 N. Sauganash
Chicago, Illinois 60646

Dear Father Formusa:

First of all, let me tell you that the time I suggested
to you to see if Catholic Charities would have some work for you, I
had no specific recommendation that your work would be with pre-
marital counseling. I guess that when we had our guidélines promulgated
and the Catholic Charities had to step into the picture on a quick notice,
they undoubtedly thought it rather convenient to assign these cases to you.
Had I been consulted ahead of time, I would have told them what I have
recently told them after consultation with myadvisors; namely, that I do not b«
believe that priests or religious should be involved in this particular
phase of following our guidelines. First of all, the young couble are in
contact with the parish priest, they also know that eventually the final
decision is m:ade by the Bishop, and if theperson at the Catholic Charities
Cffice is alsc a priest, it seems to me that they will have an unbalanced
view of the situation. Moreover, I as the Bishop would like to have the
layman's professianal view on this matter.

Consequently, while I admit that cur Office (not I directly)
did receive some complaints -- and these complaints were not always
dealing with cases that you were ifivolved in,--this was the occasion of
our reviewing our policy. We came to the conclusion that we did not
want to alienbte the young couple, and that it would be good for the couple
to have the interview with a qualified lay person and that it would be
good for the Bishop before making his final decision, that he would have
the parish priest's view and then the view of the lay person.

I trust that the above will in some way remove the doubt
that exists in your mind that there is aparticular complaint from a particular
young couple in this case, and I hope that it alsc indicates to you that the
presence of other priests or religious at the Catholic Charities Office does
not mean that they are the ones to interview the young couples in the future,

Wishing you God's blessings I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

RRB/sma
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6770 N. Sauganash St¢raaé
Chicago, I1lincis 60646

Most Rev. Romeo Blanchette
425 Summit Street o ’
Joliet, Illinois 60435 ()9003

Dear Bishop Blanchette:

I was surprised the other day when the secretary at Catholic
Charities informed me that I was relieved of my duties as counselor of
pre-marital cases.

i am sure it was not because of my poor work, for I gave my best
efforts these last six months. I have tried to be thorough and conscientious
both in my perscnal interviews and in my written reports. I surmise it must
have been some complaint you received from one of the young couples and/or
my brother priest. I don't know who they are nor do I wish te know.

Without consulting my files X do recall a case I had without
remembering the names. I remember this case as I remember others which present
special problems. This couple from the outset seemed uncooperative, as if
tesenting the interview and unwilling to communicate freely. There was something
phony about his attitude which was not hard to detect.

I ask almost all the young couples toward the end of the interview
questions pertaining to sex, such as, their attitude toward
birth control, toward pre-marital sex, the relationship of sex and love in
married life, etc. I never ask these questions in a suggestive or lascivious
way nor do I have any intent to stir prurient interests.

I asked this young gentleman whether he thought sex was important
in married life, He displayed a hurt look and,in his feigned naivete, answered
that sex was not important to him and he wasn't getting married for that
reason. When I asked his girl friend the same guestion, she was more honest
and open, admitting that sex was important but not of prime importance.
Thereupon I made a general refiection (and I based this reflection on my
previous interviews) that young men before marriage are reluctant to admit
the importance of sex whereas young women are more frank. I was not offensive
when I made that remark, nor did I ask him any personal guestions, such as,
if he had engaged in pre-marital sex, etc, But he took offense at my remark
and perhaps similar ones, and told me about it afterwards. I told him that I
was sorry if he took offense at my questions but they were not meant to be
offensive, and it was not my fault if he was offended. As I say, these are
routine questions I put to most couples. Why did he take offense at them,
and the other couples did not?

The only explanation I can see is that he was on the defensive, I
ask these questions to test a person's genuinity and honesty. iIf he is evasive
and tries to hide, then, to my mind he is a phony. And a phony person uses
de fensive maneuvers to. justify his position and even accuses and complains
against the investigator for invasion of privacy.

If I had said something wrong I would be the first to admit it,
but here is a case where I am guilty before I can prove my innocence. fiveryhody
has a right to voice a complaint if he deems he is right, but the accused
should have an equal right to a hearing.
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DICCESE OF JOLIET

Cllancery O/)/ice . ¥ .
425 SUMMIT STREET . : (}{}0096 )

JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435

Jdune 28, 1976

The Reverend Salvatore Formusa
6770 Sauganash Street
Apartment 1 B

Chicago, 11linois 60646

Dear Father Formusa:

I hereby appoint you in residence at St. Anthony's
Parish, Frankfort, I11inois, effective on July 1 or at-a time
" convenient for you and Father Frederick. It is understood that
you will continue to do the work you are now doing at Catholic

Charities.
With best wishes, I remain
Cordially yours in Christ,
Bishop of Joliet
RRB :kms

cc: The Reverend James Frederick
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s i G ~Bural Route One, Sauk Trail
Frankfort, lflinois 60423

November 13, 1983 Telephone 815/459-3750

Mest Rev, Joseph I, Imeseh, D.D.
Bishop of dJoliet

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435

Dear Bishop Imesch:

I am requesting a leave of absence for reasons of health,
T have been feeling depressed lately, ny work has deteriorated and
has gotten me down. My sleep is disturbed, I wake in the middle ef
the night and gan't get back to sleep. After my briple operation,
I have had to see my urelogist every three months. I s8till am not
up to par.

T talked this over with Mr. Ieule, direetor of Cathelie
Charities, and he concurred with me that a leave of absence wonld
benefit me. I've worked with Cathelie Charities almest eleveh years
and I like the work, But after hearing people's treubles and problems
week after week, I feel burned out. I feel that I need a “seventh
imming streteh", a "pawuse that refreshes." Last Janmary I applied
for a Sabbatical leave but didn't get it. _

I leave it up to you if it's Ffeasible to take off three
months. I don't expect any salary either from the parish or from
Catholie Charities. Cerfainly I won't be missed. The Sisters at
the Residence have Father Keefe, and Father Dennerlein has the
FPranciscans from the Theological Tnion te help out on Sundays.

If T am granted the leave, I shall be staying at my
brother’'s apartment in Chicago. There will be facility for daily
Mass, I would like teo be active in the ministry at least +ill I'm
75 years (which is about three years hence)

anymng #for your continued good health, I am

Singerely yours in Christ,

fd}//"mfbﬁ_&__
Rev. Sal Formusa

RECENED B {8 108
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January 4, 1985

Reverend Salvatore Formusa
St. Anthony's Parish

R.R. 1

Frankfort, Il 60423

Dear Sal,

I received your recent letter clarifying your present
situation. It is certainly confusing and I am not certain
about how all of those arrangements were worked out.

First of all, let me answer some of the questions
vou raised in your letter and then I want to make a proposal
to you. My understanding is that you are a resident at St.
Anthony's in Frankfort and are not assigned there., Presum-
ably when you were asked to go to Mokena as chaplain of the
residence, that was considered some kind of an assignment.
Since St. Anthony's has paid half of your salary each month,
they should continue doing that as long as you are a
resident. .

I cannot determine why you did not get the amount of
money which you should have gotten for the last half of this
year. I wish you had brought that to my attention earlier,
but I do not think anything can be done about that.

I would think that because you worked for Catholic
Charities during this calendar year they would be responsible
for paying your entire retirement costs and one~half of any
yearly benefits that are due you. I will leave it up to you
to clarify this with Cathelic Charities.

One guestion I have is concerning youxr duties at
Mokena. Do you receive a Mass stipend from them for Masses
that are offered there? Do you receive any money from them
for the services you provide for them? It certainly seems
to me that somewhere along the line an arrangement should
have been worked out with Mokena to pay for part of your
salary.

Your celebration of your golden jubilee will certainly
take place at St. Anthony’'s, no matter where you might be
assigned.

Now, for my proposal. I would like you to become

425 SUMM!T STREET, JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435
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Reverend Salvatore Formusa B AR

administrator of St. Mark's parish in Wheaton for three
months beginning on January 18th and continuing until’
April 21st. Father Art Maher will be taking a
sabbatical at St. Patrick's Seminary in California and
will be gone during that time. You would have full
responsibility for administering the parish. There is
a seminarian deacon, Tom Corley, in residence who would
be familiar with most of the practices at the parish.
While you are there I would expect you to serve the
people of the parish as though you were assigned there
on a regular basis, providing sacramental ministry as
well as being present for thelr various meetings and
programs. There is a Benedictine priest, Father Mark
Waltz, who provides weekend assistance.

I am not sure how long Father Keefe will be on
vacation, but there are two possible resolutions if he
is not back by January 18th. You could either find
someone to celebrate Eucharist at the Sisters' Residence.
(I would expect the Sisters to compensate that priest for
his serviece.) or we could get someone to take care of
St. Mark's for a few davs, at least. I would much prefer
that yvou go to St. Mark's on January 18th, since your
ministry there will be full-time compared to only
celebrating the Eucharist at the infirmary.

I would appreciate it if you would contact me,-
preferably by phone, to discuss this matter if you have -
any questions. You might also have questions about
some of the other comments I made in this letter, please
do not hesitate to ask me about them.

With every best wish,

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Jeliet

be-RBverend James Frederick



FR. FORMUSA SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. ~“fa§=¢€
DIOCESE OF JOLIET |

S UEA30

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
January 10, 1985

Reverend Salvatore Formusa
St. Anthony's Parish

R.R. #1, Sauk Trail
Frankfort, I1 60423

Dear Sail,

Effective January 19, 1985, I am appointing
. yYyou as temporary parochial administrator (Canons 53% -
540) of St. Mark's Parish in Wheaton.

I want to thank you, Sal, for accepting this
assignment and I apologize for you having to cancel your
vacation plans. I did not intend for you to do that.
While Father Maher is pursuing his sabbatical studies
you will have complete responsibility for the administra-
tion of the parish. Naturally, during that time, the
normal routine that has been established in the parish
should be followed. Should there be any unusual
circumstances or if you have any gquestions, please feel
free to call Father Donnelly or myself.

Since you will be acting as parochial adminis-
trator for three months, I would urge you to participate
in the Cluster meetings of the priests of your area.
Father Maher has been deacon supervisor for Tom Corley,
a seminarian from Sacred Heart School of Theology. I
would ask you to continue this supervision, in so far
as that 1is possible, during Father Maher's absence. I
think it is important that this period of training for .
Tom be observed and reflected upon by an older priest.

I would like you to assume that responsibility.

I am sure there is no need for me to continue
on with a long list of what is to be expected of you.
Let me put it very simply and say that you will be
responsible for everything in the parish just as a
pastor would.

425 SUMMIT STREET, JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435
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Reverend Salvatore Formusa 2.
.
Again, I want to thank you for your willingness

to accept this assignment and I assure you of my prayer-
ful blessing as you begin this ministry.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

cc-Reverend Arthur Maher
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NYE, BRENT AND SHOENBERGER, LIMITED

170

Health and Human Service Law Associates i 00152

SANDRA G. NYE 180 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE

NANCY J. BRENT

ALLEN E. SHOENBERGER CHICcAGO, IL1.INOIS 60601

MARI CAPOTOST!
ADMINISTRATOR

February 19, 1985

Mr. Frank Laule, Director
Catholic Charities

26 North ParX Avenue
Lombard, IL 60148

Dear Mr, Laule:

[312) 332.0477

This office has been retained by to represent her' in
the matter of a claim against Catholic Charities, Father Formusa

and yourself, as a result of the injuries she has suffered when
Father Formusa became sexually involved with her while he was her

therapist. :

As we understand it, you have been made aware of the specifics of
. this situation during several meetings in 1983 and 1984 with our
(: client, Father Formusa and others when an attempt was made to

resolve the matter.

As you can imagine, this type of case is always a difficult and
sensitive one for all parties involved. BAs a result, it is often
in everyone's best interest to attempt a settlement prior to
filing a suit. We would like to discuss this option with you and
Father Formusa prior to initiating a suit on behalf of our client.
If you are interested in exploring this option, please contact

this office within 10 days.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Sipcerely,
// &
ancy J¢
NJB:mc
cc: Father Formusa
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October 21, 1988

Reverend Salvatore Formusa
P.0.Box 46010
Chicago, IL 60646

Dear Sal,

Many thanks for your note and the copy of the
letter which you sent to Mr. Byrne. I did see you at
Mundelein, but regret also, that I did not have a
chance to talk to you. I had to leave dinner early for

some reason or other. You continue to look well. Keep
it up. :

I found your letter to Mr. Byrne quite.
interesting. I know that his statement for services
might seem large to you, but I am certain that his
charges would be significantly below what any other
lawyer might charge you. In addition, I have a great
deal of confidence in Mr. Byrne's competence. I have no
doubt that in this instance he was responsible for
saving you an awful lot of money, despite what you
might think about the outcome. There is no doubt in my
mind that had the plaintiff or the lawyer for the
plaintiff been more aggressive, there would have been a
much higher settlement. Not only do I think you should
pay Mr. Byrne's entire bill, but 1 would even think
that you should light a vigil light for him!

Maybe we will get a chance to see each other
when we have our diocesan jubilarian celebration on the
evening of November 10th. I hope you can come.

Prayers and best wishes to you. Keep well.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most/Keverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

bc-Mr. James C. Byrne

425 SUMMIT STREET, JDOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435
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CHURCH OF THE HOLY GHOST

254 N. Wood Dale Rd. » Wood Dale, Illinois 60191-2093 e (1-708) 860-2975

January 3, 1994 ‘5‘90191

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch
Bishop of Joliet

Chancery Office

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435-7193

Dear Bishop Imesch:
A Happy and Blessed 1994!

With this letter I wish to acknowledge and to thank you for the
reimbursement check in the ammount of $5,000 for my legal fees. 1
am also pleased that the Consultors were unanimous in backing
this decision. I also wish to thank you for your support and
Prayers.

You are correct in believing that this ordeal has and will make
me a better person and priest. Thanks to family, friends and the
Franciscan Sisters 1 came to see my value as a person and not
just of walue for the work I did. This has made is possible for
me to accept leaving education, which I have always seen as my
gift, and return to where I started as a priest almost twenty
years ago.

I am grateful that the people of Holy Ghost seem to have accepted
me as their priest. Kevin has been key in this happening. I am
grateful to him, Bill Mayer 0SV, and the staff of Holy Ghost for
making my transition back to parish ministry as smooth as
possible.

I look forward to what the future has to offer, pastorate in June
or not.

Thanks much!

In Christ,
Lo -

Fr. J. Michael Foley
Associate Pastor
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St. Joseph, the Worker
P.0. Box 46010
Chicago, il. 60646

Most {lev. Joseph L. Imesch @{}3255
425 Summit Street
Joliet, 11. 60435

Dear Bishop:

1 thanlz you for your kina words on my 67th anniversary of the
priesthood. i don't deserve your praise, but I appreciate it - it
makes me feel good. | marvel how you find tiwme to remember anniver-
saries when you are pressed with so manyother matters. iy brother,
Joseph, deserves the Kudos you give me, He will be 935 years old the
end of the month. Though frail in body he has a sharp mind and thanks
God for his many gifts.

1l agree with you that the priesthood is a gift from dod ("rou
have not chosen me, [ have chosen you®), and *our gift to the ford!
Every day I thank dod that 1 am alive and that 1 am a priest.

1'm not good or lucky at wining prizes, so i can t help you with
“the gift that continues to give and give''... And T can't call myself
a prophet of Vatican II. But { totally agree with you that ‘‘many people
do not appreciate everything that a priest is and does.'"™ You hit the
nail on the head.

1*'m reading a book by Conrad W. Baars, sM.UD. on "Healing the un-
affirmed.” He claims that many people (including priests) suffer from
a deprivation neurosis because they have not received affirmation or
appreciation from others starting from childhcod and through the growth
stages of life. Lacking emotional support from cthers, they “tind it im-
possible to establish normal emotional rapport with others,.™ “In a group
thy feel like strangers,and to make conversation is extremely difficult
for them?"&sually they become so fearful that they withdraw from the rest
of the group and stay by themselves*,.,,.. YReprivation neurotics may be
capable of establishing superficial contacts with acquaintances, but these
never develop into emotionally sgtisfying friendships..... it is not suar-
prising that they feel lonely." (L include myself among these neurotics)

when the Cardinals of the 1L.5. met with the Pope, the Holy Tather
deplored the tragic crime of some priests, but then expressed his thanks
to the many priests for their lahors in God's vineyard. [ was glad to hear
that because that's what we priests really need.

We live in a sinful world, a world that tolerates sin but does not

tolergte the sinner. Cur fLord did not tolerate sin, but He tolerated the
sinner. He forgave many of them, even some close to Uim.

may 3 200¢
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The world dees not understand the fragility of human nature and
is unwilling to forgive. The Church is the body of CGhrist, and this
body has a human eiement, a nature prone to sin by reason of original
sin. The world does not accept the redemptive work of Christ and con-
demns the sinner. The Church accepts the redemption of Christ ("I did
not come to condemn the world but to save it") and is willing to for-

give repentant sinners,

The liberal press splashed its derogatory articles against erring
priests and complacent bishops and cardinals not only to tell the truth
but to malign the Church and its founder who shed the light of the gospel

on a world mired in the darkness of sin.

Excuse my lerthy letter, I was angry and had a bone to pick with
the press. forgive me if you do not agree with my thoughts and feelings.

Sincerely yours,

'
wev, Sal Formusa
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Sister Judith Davies
Chancery Office

425 Summit Street
Joliet, If. 60435-7193

Re: Clergy Abuse by Father Salvatore Formusa
Dear Sister Judith:

I recently found your name on the Diocese of Joliet website as the contact person for
reporting cases of clergy abuse. For many years I have wanted to report a case of adult
clergy abuse that happened to me in 1977. 25 years is much too long to carry this around
unresolved, but it has taken me that long just to get to the point where I can talk about it.
Now I just need to get it out. I am glad that these cases are now being acknowledged,
and am especially encouraged to see that the person to whom to report these cases isa
woman. Perhaps you can imagine how you would feel if this person did these things to
you. Ihope you will feel, as I do, that this behavior was very improper. The
perpetrator’s name is Father Salvatere Formusa, and no matter how old he is now, or
even whether or not he is still alive, I need to report it.

I first met Father Formusa in late 1975, when I was 29 and living in Joliet. T had gone to
the Catholic Charities (back when it was on Bridge Street in Joliet) for marriage
counseling, with my husband at the time. Father Formusa was the counselor there. Both
the marriage and the counseling were off-and-on, and then on the first of the year of
1977, my husband moved out of the house, demanding a divorce. Shorily afterwards, I
talked to Father Formusa alone a few times at the Catholic Charities office, and the abuse
began. After I stopped going to the Catholic Charities because of his behavior, he
showed up at my home on several occasions, unexpected and uninvited. All the abuse
happened from about January until September of 1977, growing progressively worse.

My main complaints about Father Formusa’s behavior are:
At the Catholic Charities office:
— Sitting in my lap
— Grabbing me and hugging me tightly, pressing up.against me, then saying,
“Why are you so cold?” when I tried to pull away
At my home:
— Sitting in my lap (this happened many times)
— Pulling me up against him and hugging me tightly so I couldn’t get away
— Pressing up hard enough so I could feel his heart pounding
— Pulling me into his lap and wrapping his arms tightly around me
— Patting his arm around my waist, then moving his hand upwards
— Tickling me under my arms, on the ribs, midriff, and stomach
— Running his hands up and down my ribs
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— Grabbing and jiggling a handful of flesh on my midriff

— Pulling me down on my couch, then sitting right next to me, putting his arm
around me so tight that I couldn’t get away

— Leaning his head against mine

— Trying to put his face up close to mine

— Heavy breathing in my ear

— Telling off-color jokes

— Telling me about his prostate trouble

— Whispering remarks with explicit sexual content in my ear, including
“When’s the last time you had a good orgasm?”

— Saying things like, “It might do you some good to have an affair,” and
“When you get your diverce, we can get married.”

— Stretching out on my couch and resting his head in my lap

These actions were too repeated and too persistent to leave any chance for
misinterpretation. The sexual content in his talk was very obvious. I consider Father
Formusa guilty of sexual harassment, sexual abuse, assaunlt and battery, unlawful
restraint, invasion of privacy, psychological abuse, abuse of power, and infliction of
emotional distress. His taunting remarks like “Why are you so cold?” and “What’s the
matter?” made it sound like there was something wrong with me instead of with him. If
he was at all qualified to be a counselor, he had to know the damaging effects on me.

Below is a Timeline with a history of Father Formusa’s behavior, and more detailed
back-up information as best I can remember, with my best estimates of when they
happened. It shows a pattern of repeated and escalating misconduct. The events in 1975
and. 1976 are mainly background information, with the real problems from roughly
January — September, 1977, beginning after he had known me a little over a year.

Late 1975: I began going to Father Formusa at the Catholic Charities for marriage
counseling with my then-husband. My husband attended sessions for a while, then
stopped coming.

April, 1976: My husband moved out of the house.

May, 1976: I took ajob at St. Joseph Hospital in Joliet, and made the mistake of telling
Father Formusa about it. One day he showed up in my department, where. he had no
business, asking for me. This annoyed and embarrassed me. Iwas new on the job, and
visitors were not allowed. He got away with it just because he was a.priest.

Around July, 1976: I quit my hospital job, which wasn’t working out well. Around that
same time, Father Formusa suddenly showed up at my house, saying, “I can’t find
Spencer Road.” I'was shocked. I had no idea that he knew where I lived. He must have
gotten the address from the Catholic Charities records. He couldn’t have come there by
accident. I told him how to get to Spencer Road, but he just stood there smiling smugly,
making no move to leave. Just to be polite, and because he was a priest, I let him in the
house, but I resented this intrusion. He made some small talk and then left. He did not
make any physical advances at this time. He stopped at the house again a few more times

Page 2 of 8 Re: Father Salvatore Formusa
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after that, still not making any physical advances. 1 thought these visits were
inappropriate and embarrassing, and certainly an invasion of my privacy.

August or September, 1976: My husband had moved back into the house. Father
Formusa showed up at the house once while my husband was there, and then didn’t come
fo the house again for quite some time gfter that.

December, 1976: Father Formusa called me and asked how things were going, and
asked if he should close the case. Itold him he might as well close it. But the worst of it
was to come in just a matter of weeks.

January, 1977: I talked to Father Formusa again on the phone. On the first of the year
my husband had moved out of the house again, demanding a divorce. I went alone to an
appointment with Father Formusa at his office at the Catholic Charities. I knew by then
that the marriage was never going to work out, and wanted the church’s point of view on
the situation, and information on how to get an annulment. Since Father Formusa
already knew my husband, I thought he may have some helpful information. I thinkI
went to his office for three or four appointments. I don’t remember exactly.

When I was getting my coat on to leave at the end of an appointment, Father Formusa
started to help me with it, then suddenly grabbed me and hugged me tightly, pressing up
against me, saying, “This is what you need.” When I pulled away, he said, “Oh, ||| IR
why are you so cold?”

I went for another appointment, thinking this wouldn 't happen again. During this
session, his phone rang, and he answered it. He then left the room for a few minutes.
When he returned, he stood by the door for a minute, staring at me, with a peculiar smile
that made me feel uneasy. Keeping his eyes fixed on me, like an animal does as he circles
his prey, he walked toward his chair, started to sit down, then suddenly came over and
sat on my lap. Iwas stunned. I said something like “What are you doing?” and tried to
push him away. He laughed, and then leaned back harder, pressing back against me. I
kept trying to push him away, but he stayed on my lap until my legs went numb from his
hard bones pressing into my thighs. I thought of yelling to get someone’s attention, but
was too embarrassed. Iwas afraid the people in the office downstairs wouldn 't believe
me if I told them what happened, that they would believe a priest before they would
believe me. When he finally let me go, I was debating whether to tell the ladies in the
office what had happened, but when I went downstairs, the people were gone and the
lights were off. I realize now that he had probably set the appointment for a time when
he knew the office people would be leaving early.

I made the mistake of going for another appointment, and he sat in my lap again. I
stopped going to the Catholic Charities after that.

February or March, 1977: Some time after my last appointment at the Catholic
Charities, Father Formusa showed up unexpectedly at my home. I was taken aback, even
though he had done this a few times the previous summer. I didn’t think he would do
anything in front of my kids, and I thought that he would respect my wishes in my own
home. Ididn’t want him there, but I had a lot of trouble asserting myself, which was one
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of the reasons I had gone for counseling in the first place. I don'’t think anything
happened at nty house jfor the first couple of visits. But then he started touching me
again, putting his arm around me and sitting in my lap. As time went on, he became

more and more aggressive and insistent during his visits. There was more sexual content
in his talk, first innuendoes, then becoming more specific and overt. At least my children
were foo young to understand the things he said, but they saw a lot of the things he did.

Once, in desperation, I even told my ex-husband about it, hoping against hope for some
kind of support from him, but he only said, “I doubt that he was making a pass at you.

He’s apriest.” I didn’t tell anyone else after that, for fear of the same reaction.

April, 1977: I began seeing another counselor at a different agency. It worked out very
well. She helped me deal with the issues that had made me so vulnerable, but I was foo
embarrassed to tell her about Father Formusa’s behavior. When he stopped at ny house
again, 1 told him I was seeing another counselor, someone who didn’t sit in my lap, and

who kept their hands off me, and showed him her card.

May, 1977: I found a lawyer and filed for a divorce. I continued to see my new

counselor, who never intruded at my home or workplace. Father Formusa still showed

up at my house, once under the pretext of giving me a copy of an article about

annulments. I showed him a copy of the divorce papers I had filed, and told him I didn’t
need marriage counseling anymore. Instead of staying away from niy house, he showed

up several more times, becoming more aggressive and insistent with the unwanted

touching. Perhaps it was because he knew that the marriage was over, and I hadn’t yet

built myself a good support system.

July, 1977: The divorce was final. Father Formusa continued showing up the house at
times, his behavior becoming even more aggressive. As his aggressiveness grew, so did
my anger. Iwas learning how to assert myself better, probably because of the help from

the new counselor.

Fall, 1977: I'would guess there were around 8 or 10 visits to my home, between around
January or February 1977 to around September of 1977. I had never once invited him to

my home. The visits abways caught me off-guard. I always felt put “on the spot,”

wanting to be polite, unable to bring myself to tell him to go away, even though I didn’t
wanit him there. There were just enough times that nothing happened to make me think
that the misconduct had stopped, but then it started up again. Just when I thought he

wouldn’t come to the house anymore, he would show up again. I didn’t want him

around, but I had a mental block about defying a priest. I couldn’t find a solution fo it.

Once, maybe around September, I'm not sure, I actually managed to pull away from his
grasp and yell at him after he whispered a particularly offensive remark to me. I'was

finally becoming convinced that, priest or not, he had no right to treat me like this.

Nobody would expect me to put up with such offensive behavior from anyone else. My
anger at him was finally getting stronger than my fear. My capacity for embarrassment
was diminishing somewhat. This may have been the last time he came to my house, but
I’m not sure. Idon’t remember when was the last time, but I think it was sometime in

early fall of 1977.
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Some months after he had last been at my home, I thought I saw him driving toward my
house as I was driving away. 1 just kept going. I realized then that, whether or not it was
him, I would not have let him in the house again. I got away from him before anything
worse happened, but I often wonder if he moved on fo someone else even more vulnerable
and unable to fight back.

For several months afterwards, the memories would float up and catch me off-guard at
odd times. For instance, at one point, while shopping, I had been thinking about his
behavior, and became so angry that I almost passed out. Other times I tensed up if I saw
someone who looked like him, or a tall man dressed in black, or even a car similar to his
copper-colored Plymouth Volare. For many years gfterward I felt stigmatized and angry.
I hated him for doing this to me, and hated myself for not knowing how to handle it.

It doesn’t matter to me whether or not any of this is legally actionable. I’'m more
concerned with the moral aspect than the legal aspect. The statute of limitations does not
make the facts go away, nor does it make the impact on me go away. It doesn’t reset my
belief system, or restore my faith in the church. If Canon Law considers a priest “home
free” just because the victim has been too afraid to come forward, it only protects priests
who prey on those who are the most vulnerable.

If there had been only a single incident of misconduct, I probably could have worked
through it and let it go. But this behavior was repeated and increasingly aggressive over
a period of several months. He showed up when there was nobody around except for my
two small children, who were no protection, and might not be considered credible
witnesses. He got away with more because of the children being there, because I tried to
avoid upsetting them. My son was 4 at the time, and my daughter was 6. They would
only cry if I screamed or made too much of a scene, so I tried to play things down. My
daughter, who is now 32, remembers seeing him sifting on my lap, pulling me onto his
lap, and tickling me. She said she especially remembers how angry I got at him. In
addition to his giving a bad example to my children, he made a spectacle of me in front of
them, and in one case, in front of a neighbor child who had come over. I felt so degraded
and humiliated.

All of this behavior was unwanted by me. There is no way Father Formusa could have
thought otherwise. 1told him to stop. 1tried to push him away. I tried to pull away from
his grasp. Other times I just froze in fear, trying to think how I could get him away
without risking him coming back at me. He would say I shouldn’t be so cold, that this is
what I needed, and grab me so tightly that I couldn’t get away. When I would try to push
him away, he would become even more aggressive, and restrain my movements more
forcibly. I was afraid to provoke him, because he was bigger and stronger than I was. He
even seemed to enjoy my discomfort and embarrassment. I was afraid the situation
would get even more out of hand. I was also aftaid to tell anyone about it. Ididn’t think
anyone would believe that a priest would do such things. I wouldn’t have believed it
myself, until it happened to me.

I don’t want to make any of this seund worse than it was. There was no sex, and no
touching of intimate body parts, other than pressing up against me. I know that many
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people have had far worse experiences than mine, but that does not trivialize 1:%1{1%(}1?77
was unwanted touching, which is legally assaunlt and battery. All the specific sexual
content of his talk made me very uncomfortable, especially coming from a priest. He

was blocking and restraining my movemenis. This is unlawful restraint. My
intimidation did not give him an excuse for what he did.

The impact on me from Father Formusa’s behavior was stress, anger, emotional
trauma, insomnia, and depression. I felt degraded, humiliated, embarrassed, and
concerned about gossip and damage to my repuiation because of him showing up at my
home. I felt almost like I was being stalked. The only feeling I can think of to compare it
to, and I can only imagine it, would be as a victim of rape or incest—something
unthinkable, unspeakable, dirty, too shameful to talk about. I just didn’t want anyone to
know about it, and I felt like a fool for not knowing how to handle it. Besides, in spite of
my objections, I wondered if I had done something to invite the behavior of this old,
repulsive, obnoxious creature. Intrusive thoughts still surface sometimes, especially
during times of stress, or whenever there is a news story about clergy abuse. This whole
memory is like a low-grade infection that flares up from time to time, and then goes back
into remission for a while.

Certain images are indelible in my mind: Father Formusa lurking in my doorway in his
cassock, with a smirk on his face; the stunned look on a neighbor child’s face as she
looked into my living room and saw Father Formusa sprawled across me on my couch;
my children whispering, “What’s he doing to Mom?”; my legs going numb from him
sitting in my lap so long; his hoarse whisper in my ear “When’s the last time you had a
good orgasm?” 1 don’t even want to go further with this list. It’s making me sick.

I don’t see how the church could have allowed this to happen. I would think they would
know somebody better before they would let them do counseling. He did not seem to be
accountable to anyone, but seemed free to do whatever he wanted. I wish I had reported
this sooner, but didn’t know where to report it, and was afraid of not being believed, or of
being blamed for it. At the time I thought I was the only one he had done these things to.
It never occurred to me that there may have been others.

Father Formusa has taken the church away from me. His assaults on me were not
only physical, but spiritual. He has robbed me of the solace I used to get from the
church. Iam unable to trust priests. I can’t tell which ones can be trusted, and can’t
afford to take a chance on being alone with one. I never register in any parish, because
they ask your name, address, and telephone number, and I don’t want any surprise visits
at my home. Iwanted an annulment, and felt that Father Formusa had information that
could help to get it, but gave up on the idea. I didn’t want anyone contacting him, for
fear that it would trigger him trying to contact me. Keeping him away was more
important than getting the annulment. If I were sick, I would be too afraid to let a priest
visit me, either at home or in the hospital. As I get older, this is an increasing concern.

My purpose in writing this letter is not just to vent, but to find an end to this story. 1
need for this unfinished business to be finished. For many years I’ve done nothing about
it, hoping that time would heal these wounds, but doing nothing has accomplished
nothing. Time has not made these ugly memories go away. Once I've done all that I can,
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even if that is just reporting it, then maybe this memory will at least stop festerirfé.qgﬁvs
only come to terms with this if some kind of justice is done, if Father Formusa is

punished, or at the very least, reprimanded. This 1s the only way I can feel that it is really
over. If he retires or dies with no consequences to his behavior, then no justice will be

done. 1 also want to warn others that these things do happen. Reporting my experiences

may also help to corroborate other possible complaints about him. I don’t want this to
happen to anyone else.

1 am looking for validation of my belief that Father Formusa’s behavior was wrong,
This may help me free myself of it. If anyone is going to make excuses for him, or
trivialize what happened, I need to know that, 100, so I can find a way to deal with it.

I am not looking for an apology from Father Formusa—it would mean nothing to me. I
would doubt its sincerity. Nor am I looking for sympathy or pity from anyone. All I
want is justice, and protection for other people from predators like that.

A priest should not be exempt from the behavior standards that apply to everyone else.
If anything, he should be held to a higher standard, since he is in a special position of
trust. His status as a priest does not excuse his outrageous behavior. Most workplaces
have policies against this kind of behavior. I have seen people lose their jobs on grounds
of sexual harassment for much less offensive behavior than this. I have even seen men
removed from bars for similar behavior. Yet Father Formusa got away with behavior that
would not be acceptable in any other situation or by anyone else. The fact that he was a
priest got in the way of the fact that he was a pervert. At the very least, he should be
expected to meet conduct standards required in the workplace.

Please tell anyone who does counseling not to touch their clients, not to sit in their laps,
not to go to their homes or workplaces, but to keep a professional distance and
objectivity. I hope you will consider some of my suggestions, if they are not already in
place: posting in the waiting room a code of conduct, as well as a place to report
misconduct; a system for client input (anonymous, if desired), such as comment cards
similar to those used in restaurants, or evaluation questionnaires similar to those used in
colleges; a spot check on suspect counselors, such as opening the door momentarily
under some pretext.

In retrospect, I think Father Formusa has very likely done the same things, or worse, to
others. In fact, I now think he may have been dangerous, that he could have hurt me, or
worse yet, my children. I always felt threatened when he was there, afraid to make him
angry. Ithink I can now understand more about how it happened. He had probably been
setting me up for a long time, gradually and intermittently building up more contact. By
the time he started coming on to me, he had known me for a little over a year, and knew a
lot about me. Iwas a good target. He knew that I was not a confrontational person by
nature, that I tried to avoid conflict; that I was a “people pleaser” who tried to maintain
harmony. He knew my tendency to defer to authority, and my view of a priest as some
kind of ultimate authority. My life experience back then was too limited for me to be
able to assert myself. Ihad been raised in a very strict, traditional, even scrupulous,
Catholic environment, where people over-idealized priests. They made excuses for
them, thought that whatever a priest did must be all right, that he must have a good
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reason for doing what he did. I couldn’t be a match for this professional pred%,{éi!.%s
mind, he was bigger than life. Hindsight tells me that I should have never let him in my
home, and that I should have called the police, no matter how embarrassing that would
have been. If this happened today, I would be able to handle the situation very

differently.

Marriage counseling was a perfect set-up for a pervert like this. It made him privy to
all kinds of personal information about people, such as their backgrounds, their
weaknesses, their reactions to things, as well as where they lived, and whether they were
alone. He knew which people were too naive and inexperienced and intimidated to know
how to handle unexpected situations. He used all that information for his own personal
agenda. It provided him with a pool of victims. I think I was carefully selected from that
pool. He knew my weaknesses, and took advantage of them: my inability to stand up for
myself, my tendency to freeze when frightened, my embarrassment. He knew what he
was doing. He probably knew I would be afraid to say anything about what happened.

He took advantage of my vulnerability at a particularly turbulent point in my life. I
was a newly-single parent, a little overwhelmed with challenges such as finding a suitable
job, child care, home repairs, car repairs, etc. I had not yet even begun to recover from a
damaging marriage that was full of verbal and emotional abuse. Instead of his counseling
belping me, I ended up with more problems than I started out with.

Writing this Ietter has been difficult and embarrassing, but I hope I can at least
accomplish something by it. If nothing else, it has helped me define some of the issues.
If it had been anyone but a priest, it would not have haunted me for so long, and I would
have managed to come to terms with it many years ago. Only someone who is Catholic
can understand the tremendous power that a priest has over people, particularly when it is
combined with a counseling relationship. This man is a disgrace to the church.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Iwould appreciate an acknowledgement of
this letter, and your reaction to it. I hope there is at least something vou can do about
this, because I really need some closure. If you have any questions for me, please feel
free to use the contact information below.

Sincerely,

Formusa Victim 2
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Diocese of loliet

412

Chancery
425 Summit St. 815-722-6606
Joliet, inocis 60435 Fax 815-722-6602
UUG38Y
MEMORANDUM
April 3, 2006
TO: Salvatore Formusa
St. Benedict Nursing & Rehab
6930 West Touhy
Niles, IL 60714
FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF
RE: Diocesan Website

The Diocese will be listing on its website (www.dioceseofjoliet.org)
the names, ordination dates and status of all diocesan priests who have
had a credible/substantiated allegation made against them while they
were serving in the Joliet Diocese. [ realize this action may be disturbing
to you but it is being taken primarily to facilitate healing and bring closure
to those who have been abused.

Your listing will be as follows:
Salvatore Formusa 4127135 Retired 1985

My prayers are for you and for all of those who have suffered
because of sexual abuse and who still need healing.

éter Judith A. Davies, OSF

Chancellor

May God bless you.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS

S S
a

5 | 00079
* IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 18th
* JUDICIAL CIRCULT
~PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOTS- -) - .. - ..
. %S '

T3

)
| . 7wl 68~15154¢
SAL FORMUSA, ; |

Defendant ‘

INFORMATTION.

William V. Hopf, Staté's Attorney in and for the County’

of DuPage, Illinois by ANTHONY M, PECCARELLI » Assistant

State's Attorney, now appears before the Circuit Court of the -
18th Judicial Circuit, and in the name and by the authority of
- The People of the State of Illinois states that
SAL FORMUSA did on the 26th day of June, 1968 5
" at and within DuPage County, Illinois, commit the offense of
INDECENT LIBERTIES WITH A CHILD

IN THAT he, SAL FORMUSA, a male person of the age of 17 yeaﬁs and

. upwards, with intent to arouse his sexual desires, lewdly fondled

and touchedINETIIE; = female child under the age of 16 years,
to with: 9 years, in violation of Chapter 38, Sectlon 11-4 (&)(3),
Illinois Revised Statutes 1967, and against the peace and digpity of
the same People of the State of Illinois. : .

WILLIAM V. HOPF, State's Atty..
" BY:

ANTHONY M. PECCARELLI
l1st Assistant States Attorney

'STATE OF JLLINOIS )
S8
COUNTY OF DU PAGE )

. ANTHONY M, PECCARELLI, lst, Assnstant State's Attorney

belno first duly sworn om oath dekoaes and says that he has read
the f01000¢nn Information by him subscribed, and the same is true. -

WMy

1sTAssistant State's Attornay

Subscribed and sworn to before
me thig lst day of July, 1968

Notary Public

gg
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I have examined the above Information and the person
presenting the same and have heard evidence thereog, and am
satisfied that there is probable cause for filing same, Leave
is given to file said InLOLmatloq, and the Clerk of this Court =~
shall immediately issue capias for arrest of defeﬂdents named

hexéin.

Bail fixed at $ 5,000.00 .

JUDGE

" WITNESSES:

Filed this

Clerk
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STATE“GFAEEETNOIS )

) 88 3,
COUNTY OF DU PAGE ) - : Uﬂ(w&ﬁ

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT, DU PAGE COUN’I’Y TRLINGTE:

/’l\

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS )
i Plalntlff )
T )

Vs’ ) NO. -
- SAL 'FORMUSA, o )
_ Defendant. )

O R D E R

This cause coming on for hearing, and the State's Attorney
: représenting to the Court that the basis of the cﬁarge herein is a
' sexual assault against a child unéer the age of thirteen years, and
lthe State's Attorney moving for exam;ﬁation of the defendapt by two
‘ qualifiea psyéhiatrists pursuant to Illinois Revised Staﬁutes, Chépter
23, Section 2401 et seq.,.and preliminary interview of defendant by a
(ﬁléychiatric case ﬁorker{ the éourt having jurisdiction and being fully
“Vivised in the_premises;' ‘ i
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that defendant, SAL FORMUSA s
and/or persons to whom the defendant is known, shall be interviewed by
psychiatric case worker, IEBH-BB?KIBGE , who shall submit a
'?]_written social History of said defendant to each examining psychiatrist,
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that defendant, SAL. FORMUSA s
shall-be personally examined by pg Albert Feinerman » M.D., and

. Dr. Joho Hapni » M.D., qualified psychiatrists, who shall each

submlt a wrltten report of such examlnatlon to thlS Court on or before’

Au?usr 5, 1968

J U D G E

LTED:

488



FR. FORMUSA SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 489

Redacted April 2013 H

n

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) s S000EE

e

COUNTY OF DU PAGE b

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTEENTH
. JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, DU PAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

PEQOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

SAL FORMUSA,
Defendant

)
)
vs. ) NO.
)
)

SAL FORMUSA , the above

named defendant, is accused of

INDECENT LIBERTIES WITH & CHILD

being advised of the nature of the charge and of his
rights, hereby waives in open Court prosecution by indictment
and consents that the proceeding may be by information instead

of by indictment.

Defendant

Counsel for Defendant
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DIOCESE OF JOLIET

CA ancery Of%ca

H . . .
428 SUMMIT STREET
JOLIET, ILLINOLIS 0438 ‘)DGOBQ

e

’ ' July 2, 1968

The Rev. Salvabore Formusa
151 LeMoyne Avenue
Gak Fark, Illiinois

Dear Father Formusas

This letber will confirm the termination of your appointment as Catholic
Chaplain to Central TuPage Hosplial, Winfield, and the termimation of
your residence at 8t. Luke's Parish, Carol Stream, effective Fonday,

1 July 1958. This termination of your appoinmtment and residence was
commumicated to you by the phone call of the Chancellor, I‘a’cher Pariel
Byan, on Saturday, 29 June 1966.

“_Iou ayz granted herewith a leave of absence from the Diocese of Joliet.

- Asking God to bless you, I am

_ Sm,ere@ours in G‘xmst,

—f~ ; 5 CHLETL

The lost Reverend R. J. Venesh

Vicar Cenergl

by Special Handate of the Bishop
of Joliet

RIVslrm
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April 16, 1971
151 Le Mdyné ;Paffway
QOak Park, Ililinois 60302

Most Rev. Romeo Blanchette L E

425 Summit Street

Joliet, Illinois 60435 0092

Dear bishop Blanchette:

Two years ago Loyola University initiated a program in
Counseling Psychology for Professionals in Religion., .I was fortunate -
to join this program at its inception and fo satisfy all its requirments
(several prerequisite courses that I had to take)}. Now our group will be
the first to get our M.A. in counseling psychology this June. After due
deliberation, Loyola has decided to continue this program in the future
and will seek special funding for it. There is a growing interest for
this program among candidates, as well as a need to apply and implement
it in the local community.

I would like to put to use my knowledge in this field in the
Joliet diocese either in the educational area on the college level or
in some community counseling service. I think that I am qualified to
teach general psychology in college and/or to initiate a student
counseling program. If there is no such opening for mext fall, then
perhaps I could help do counseling work through some agency or community
service. I need not do individual counseling {(there are others better
gqualified than myself), but rather I could be a resource and coasultant
to the pastoral needs of the community.

This May I shall have finished sixteen courses and forty-eight
semester hours. I did a practicum in psychotherapy with student volunteers
under dpervision, and also a practicum in a city mental health elinic,

Because of my interest in the educational and counseling fields,
where I can do more effective work, I do not wish to return to parochial
life, though I am still helping out at St. Charles Borromeo's on Sundays.
After-I finish my comprehensive examination the first week of May, I
shall confer with Br. Ciatteo and get his advice.

I have been studying hard these past two years and even went to
school all summer last year. My problem at present is that my sister,
Therese, is very ill; doctors say that she has terminal cancer, but do
not know how long she will last. She has been in and out of hospitals
since last September. I would like to be with her this summer because
I think she needs ne,

- I hope that you will kindly consider my suggestions and plans
for the future and help me to achieve my goal. Abiding by your decision,
I remain,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

D

Rev. Sal//Formusa




FR. FORMUSA SCAN FROM THE DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 500

Redacted April 2013

June 7, 1971

Rev. Sal Formusa
151 East LeMoyne Parkway
Cak Park, Illinocis 60302

Dear Father Formusa:

Doctor Ciatteo was kind enough to call me recently
and to tell e that you had seen him and wanted him to contact

me,

Since Doctor Ciatteo approves of your employment
to give psycho-therapy to adults, providdd there is no family therapy
and no contact with children, I hereby grant you permission.
Doctor indicated to me that you would be a beginning therapist
a nd would be under supervision as a beginner. He indicated that
you should have no difficulty in finding a position at a community
mental health clinic. He also indicated that for the time being you
are going to live with your brother. He further stated that while you
did not wish to be involved in parish work, you would be willing to
say Mass.
Consequently I do grant you permission to continue
the present living arrangement, to get a position, -and if you wish
to help with Mass in & parish on the eastern end of Du Page County -
for example, Eensenville - you have my permission to do this.

I woild hope that you would drop in to see me some
time during the summer to talk matters over.

Wishing you God's blessings, I remain

Cordially yours in Christ,

Bishop of Joliet
REB/sma
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Dear Msgr Murray: - “,

This hags: nothing to do with the marriages papers
enclosed in this letter:

I wonder if ypu‘know:the 2 scandals that
have misened this whole neighborhood ¢ first the old one of about 100
years" ago with Father Shinique, the Canadian Catholice priest that brought
the French settlers from Canadato this neighborhodd and broke with the:
Catholic Church and took most the french people around here along.

Bishop Blanchette:knows all about it and knows the money trouble
we have: especially with the: French., '
I wonder &f even the Bishop
knows: about the second of recent years.

About 16 years. ago I had a marriage here of_MarleﬁﬁE?Hansen ané Charles:
Me Manus. Marlene-Hansen is the daughterfd of our richest farmer and
MGMBnus&waSrafprofessiggifoldézr‘of*Ghanute Fields.

The mo¥ler of the girl and I adviged the: girl against the marriage
but she insisted and we gave in.

Me Manus:was with the ﬁirforce%andilntelligenxe:whichVtook him often
very suddenly $o any part in the world and mostly he éoukdnot take along
his wife who soon had a littlergirl anyway and had to stay home,

Troubles developed® and Darlene: came: to me and others for advice,
Somebedy told her to go to the Charity Office in Kankakee and” there
was a young priest of 9t Jude Seminary in Momence .who gave “advice "

After 2 meetings Marlene:rand the priest were: madly in love and the
following meetlngs were: in bed.

The priest quit the- Order and the Priesthood and ne worked hard to find
a reasoh 6 annul Marlenes marriage to Charles Mc Manus S0 tha-t he

could marry Marlene,
He: gsenti Marlene to me to ask me if I could

swear out a . statemeht that McManus: peeltively excluded children.
She told me-also that she and the: priest could not live without each

other both were madly in love. B
MaManus 1s a Jjealous man and he went

out with a gun %o get the priest but sanmbody tipped him off and Mc

Manus missed him by 5 minutess
Msgr Nuszkowskl knows about the: case

and once talked to me“abou and he wanted it absolute: secret-

But as: I told him alI the- Hansens and all the:people: in Clifton know-f

about it.

¥hen T had the wedding of Marlenes szster the=prlest had
nerve %0 berin church and with the: reception w1th4ﬁ% &, but he cares
fully avoided ne, I haves never met him all thek ay he ig the most
charming,best dressed and” best looking and best s!lling man they havee

ever seen.
Marlen@is ngt here: anymore: and’ peopler say both of

them are living together in Chicago.
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Continued: ]
rt ik -
f
Here::11 the people -know-about the case;and Joke: about it and about
the~" Watergate’in the Kankakee, {

Does- Father Formusa: know that he sits én a time: bomb
whiech may blow:up 1If he makes the sligtest mistake or dves or says
something - that may be>perfectly innocent but maybe misundérstood,

I for one shall never send a girl alone to thaiVCharity O0ffice —

only when her husband or somebody is: with herg.

I wonder ibf the+Bishop knows: the: cass: .

If you or the:Bishop want the> advice: of an old mang

Take%Father FOrmusa:out of " KANKAREE and leave the: whole:

marriage business:with the:Pastors.

" YOU ARE MAKING THE LUTHERANS OF THESE DEANERIES VERY, VERY HAP

PY o

Yours: sincerely-

ev Wm. S, Brambrink

———

Y.
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