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	STATEMENT TO WLS-TV 7 (ABC)



	In response to the information presented to Channel 7, the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) conducted field tests in the late 1990’s at the facilities where the employees worked. Those tests found no conclusive evidence of unsafe levels of dust in the air.  Additionally, dust studies performed by contractors before and after the NIOSH study, indicated that the air concentrations of nuisance dust in processing facilities were less than 2% of the permissible exposure levels.
NIOSH issued a letter of closure regarding this complaint in January 2007. 

An official with the American Postal Workers Union concurred with NIOSH's findings. 

As part of its conclusions, NIOSH suggested that workers experiencing respiratory symptoms should see their personal physician, and report conditions that do not improve with medical treatment to management and their union.
In addition, tests were conducted by certified industrial hygienists and certified laboratories at the Palatine (IL) Processing and Distribution Center in 1994, 1997, 2002, and 2006.  Each test concluded that concentration rates of dust in the air were significantly less than permissible rates established by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and by commonly accepted industrial standards.
Since these allegations were originally raised more than a decade ago, numerous scientific studies of Postal Service facilities have been conducted.  Each one of those studies has concluded that the concentration of dust in the air at our workplaces is far below the OSHA-permissible exposure level, and is in fact equivalent to the ambient concentration of respirable dust in a residential neighborhood.
The U.S. Postal Service is committed to providing a safe work environment, and investigates all claims of unsafe conditions.  We provide face masks to employees upon request, and maintain a record of reported respiratory conditions.  That record reveals only two complaints of respiratory problems over the last several years, one of which was a heavy smoker who was advised by his attending physician to stop smoking.
- James Mruk, Manager, Corporate Communications, Great Lakes Area
###
An independent federal agency, the U.S. Postal Service is the only delivery service that visits every address in the nation – 146 million homes and businesses. It has 37,000 retail locations and relies on the sale of postage, products and services to pay for operating expenses, not tax dollars. The Postal Service has annual revenues of $75 billion and delivers nearly half the world’s mail.
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