
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS  

EASTERN DIVISION 
 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,  )  
)  No. 08 CR 888 

Plaintiff,    ) 
 )  Honorable James B. Zagel 

vs.   ) Judge Presiding 
      )  
ROD BLAGOJEVICH,   )  

)  
Defendant.   ) 

 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT A 
 

Case: 1:08-cr-00888 Document #: 1234 Filed: 07/11/16 Page 1 of 141 PageID #:27961



Case: 1:08-cr-00888 Document #: 1234 Filed: 07/11/16 Page 2 of 141 PageID #:27962



Dear Honorable Judge Zagel, 

I have some difficulty reading and writing so I am having another inmate 

help me write this letter on Mr Blagojevich's behalf. 

My name is  and I am a 63 year old man serving a 14 year 

sentence for possession and distribution of methamphetamine. I am currently 

serving out my sentence in the Federal Prison Camp in Englewood Colorado 

with former Governor Rod ~lagojevich. 

Mr. Blagojevich was my teacher in the GED class. I have not had much 

formal education, especially in math and reading, and only went as far as 

the 3rd grade, Mr. Blagojevich helped me a lot. He really cares about other 

people and you can tell he really wants you to succeed. He has always been 

kind a patient with me, 

I know that he is about ie be resentenced and that is why I am writing. 

He is a devoted family man and has paid a heavy price being away from his 

wife and daughters. It is my opinion me is a good honorable man and should be 

home with his family, 

Federal Prison Camp- Englewood 
9595 W. Quincy Ave. 
Littleton, CO 80123 
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July 2, 2016 

Honorable Judge Zagel, 

I have a difficult time reading and writing so I am having another inmate 

help me with this letter. 

I never had much of a chance to get an education and Mr. Blagojevich has 

helped me try to get my GED. He helped me with my math as well as with my 

reading. 

I have known Mr. Blagojevich, some of us call him "The Gov", about a year 

and a half. Since he came to the camp he has been a nice man, always polite and 

respectful. He is humble and always willing to help. I know he has helped a 

lot of people besides me. 

When he was helping me in the GED class he was very patient and took the 

time to explain to me how to solve some of the problems. And it was kind of 

good to see that on some of the harder math questions he 1 d have to get help 

himself. He wasn't afraid to let some of his students know that on some 

questions any better than we did. I will always remember the joke he made when 

he got a math question wrong and told the class "Well, you guys should take note 

of this and be encouraged . . If I could be Governor, some of you guys could be 

President." He was humble and never made any of us that sold drugs feel like 

he was better than us. 

I wish him the best and hope he can get home to his family. 

Sincerely, 

9595 W. Quincy Ave 
Littleton, CO 80123 
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To: Judge Zagel 

From:  

Re: Character Reference for Rod Blagojevich 

Dear Judge Zagel, 

It is my understanding that former Governor Rod Blagojevich is 
in the process of being resentenced. With that in mind I wanted so share 
with you my thoughts about his character. 

I am a fellow inmate with Mr. Blagojevich at the Federal Prison Camp 
in Englewood Colorado serving a sentence for conspiracy to distribute meth. 
Regardless of the nature of my offense he treats me with respect. He really 
is a good guy, always up-beat and especially helpful. 

You can really tell someones character by how they treat others, especially 
those that have been less fortunate and Mr. Blagojevich treats everyone with 
the patience arid dignity they deserve. He never snubs ariyone and is very humble. 

I believe he would be an upstanding citizen and doing much more for our 
society out there than in this prison. 

Federal Prison Camp 
9595 W. Quincy Ave. 
Littleton, CO 80123 
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Honorable Judge Zagel, 

My name is  and I am incarcerated with Mr. 
Rod Blagojevich. He has asked me to write a letter on his 
behalf. 

I have known Mr Blagojevich for approximately a year and a 
half. He has always been very nice, friendly and works in 
the law library. I got to know Rod when he was a GED tutor 
and helped me learn some of the things I needed for my GED. 

He and I are both regulars at the Christian meetingssome inmates 
hold every evening at 5:30. The Governor is there a lot, and 
he has given talks there that are very interesting. I have 
learned a lot from those talks and he inspired me to keep 
trying to be my best. He inspires many guys here in the camp 
that same way. His talks are mostly about people in history 
that have fallen, but went on to do good things. He would 
tell us to learn from those examples and try to do the same 
in our lives. 

He is a good man and he really loves his family. And I pray 
that everything works out for him. 

Federal Correctional Camp- Englewood 
9595 W. Quincy Ave 
Littleton, CO 80123 
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July 3, 2016 
Dear Honorable Judge Zagel, 

I have difficulty reading and writing and am therefore having another 

person help me with the letter. 

I am incarcerated at the Federal Prison Camp in Englewood Colorado 

with former Governor Rod Blagojevich. He asked me to wite a character 

letter on his behalf. I first met the former Governor when he was a tutor 

in the GED class. He took a real interest in me and the other guys in 

the class. I could tell that he really wanted to help and make sure we 

passed out GED tests. I'm still working on mine. 

He is a very nice man and he always takes an interest in my health. 

I have many health problems including my heart and I have a glass eye, 

He has helped me with a lot of things and helps a lot of the other guys 

too. 

I have know him for almost a year and a half, He is always asking 

me about my family and I can tell he cares very much about his wife and 

his daughters. He is a good family man. 

I know his is going up for resentencing and I hope for him and his 

family the very best. 

Sincerely, 
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To Honorable Judge Zagel, 

My name is  and I am incarcerated with Rod 

Blagojevich at the camp in Englewood Colorado. I was transferred 

here in May of this year from Marion Illinois so I have known 

Mr. Blagojevich for about 6 weeks. I was convicted on a cocaine 

conspiracy case and given a 72 month sentence, of which I 

have completed 7 months. 

I am a convicted drug offender and to Mr. Blagojevich 

I am given the utmost respect, just like everyone else. That 

has been the thing that has impressed me the most, he could 

have shunned me and kept to himself and with the other white 

collar offenders but he doesn't. He respects us all and treats 

us all as equals. To me that has been the biggest eye opener, 

this man is of the highest moral character. He was at the 

top level of politicsJand all that goes along with that,and 

now he is in prison with so many true felons and he accepts 

that as fate, with his head held high, no ego, no arrogance 

and most importantly with humble humility. 

As I struggle with my situation)being apart from my famil~ 

he gives me comfort and advice on how to cope with the adversity 

and still maintain those family ties. 

I cannot express enough he has helped me and made me 

rethink my stereotypes about him and people like him. Before 

meeting him I would have thought that someone with his background 

would not have even wanted to acknowledge me, but the opposite 

is true. He wants to help, offer advice and constant encouragement. 

As an average Joe convicted drug offender I ask that 

you really look into this man's heart and how much he has 

changed for the better. 

Sincerely, 

Federal Prison Camp- Englewood 
9595 W. Quincy Ave. 
Littleton, CO 80123 
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September 1, 2015 

Honorable Judge Zagel, 

I have known Mr. Rod Blagoj evich, the Governor, since he 
arrived at Camp Englewood eight (8) months ago. 

In my researching of the camp, before I became an inmate, I 
found that the Governor was singled out as the inmate 1'behind the 

fence" at the facility. Noting this status, I was incredibility 

impressed with the humility that he expressed at our first 

encounter. 

On numerous occasions I have observed him meeting with other. 
inmates one-on-one and ingroups . I have overheard the Governor 

make positive contributions where he offered the benefit: of his 
life's experiences to all that asked for help. 

He has always been a model prisoner and. a positive 

contributor to me and to other inmates. 

The Governor has made the best of a difficult environment and 

in my opinion holds no hatred and only forgiveness in his hear t. 

Please, Your Honor, show the Governor every possible leniency 

in any decision you make concerning his future. 

Respectively, 
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September 4. 2015 

Judge Zagel 

Dear Judge Zagel~ 
I am Wr-iting this letter in support of Rod Blagojevich. 

When I first: heard that a Governor vaa coming to Englewood Camp 1 thought 
"Ob great. " I'm. a drug offender and figured I would have nothing in common 
with Rod. In t:be year that: be bas been here he baa becom.e a friend of Dine. 
Be is very humble and outgoing. Be talks about family alot:. If someone asks 
b:f..m a question be bae no problem answer:ing and helping others. He still 
expresses his belief iD the government. Ile is truly a genuine man and I am 
proud to consider him my friend. 

Sincerely> 
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Septeniber 4 1 2015 

Judge Zagel 

Dear Judge Zagel: 

It is with great pleasure that I'm writing on behave of my friend and co-worker 
Mr. llod Blagojevich .. 

Mr. Blagojevich, has worked with me for a year nO'W here at FPC Englewood Federal 
Prison Camp Law Library. It has been a great p1easure and privilege to work with 
Mr. Blagojevich,. who has truly exemplified a great work ethic and a impeccable 
team spirit in the Law Library. 

As l 1ve indicated before it ia a great plea.sure workiu,g with Mr. Hlagojevich, 
who I personally feel is a humbled man now,. a very loving family man,. and has: 
truly learned a valuable lesson from this experience. And to see a man of his 
stature and pedigree from a high office position 1n our Government syetem humble 
himself,. and who still believes in our American Legal system and our founding 
fathers core foundational principals, and continues to maintain a positive 
attitude and have a great influence on other inmates is truly a blessing. 

Furthermore,. I 1 m also elated how Kr. Blagojevich has redeemed the time wisely 
during his incarceration; for exampl_e his tremendoue drive working out: his body 
and mind~ reading~ writing and fellowshipping vit:h other inmates., 

In closing, I strong1y recommend Mr. Blogojevieh for any cons:ideration from our 
judicial court system. 

Sincerely, 

Co- Worker Englewood Law Library 
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September 5, 2015 

Subject: Mr. Rob Blagojevich 

Honorable Judge Zagel, 

I'm writing this letter in support of Ex-governor Blagojevich. First, I 

would briefly say. that I'm also an inmate and that I was charge May 25, 2011 

with three counts of wire fraud. I was 6 7 years at the time. Prior to that 

charge, I had no criminal record. I worked for the U.S. Government for 22 years 

as a nuclear electrician; for the Navy and for G.S.A. as a building maintenance 

ma.nager. I held a secret security clearance. 

I have known Mr. Blagojevich for just over three years. In that time I have 

witness to him becoming increasingly humble and he is empathic with others. Mr. 

Blagoj evich works with undereducated inmates on a daily basis, helping them 

learn. He's a devoted family man and he talks about his children and wife with 

great affection and concern. 

He has been and is my friend. We spend time talking about government and 

the direction our nation is moving, both nationally and in foreign policy. He 

is a strong man with strong convictions and a good heart. 

I knew him in prison, before camp, where I took several history classes 

from him. I found Mr. Blagojevich to be a giving and dedicated teacher. He is 

motivated. 

Please consider my comments to be sincere. 

Regards, 
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September 14, 2015 

Judge Zage1: 

Dear Judge Zagel: 

I run most pleased to write a character reference for Mr. Rob 
Blagojevieh~ 

I ba.ve known Mr. Rob Blagojevich11 for about one year. Be's been a great 
p1easure to be around, and a tremendous asset here at Englewood Camp. He still 
expresses hi.a belief in our lega1 system and our Government system. 
He is t:roly a genuine and humbled man, and rtm proud to coo.sider him my friend. 

In addition, since I've known Mr. Blagojevich he has been very diligent in 
redeemJ.ng the time viaely. 

In closing, I strongly recommend Mr. Blagojevich for any consideration from 
our j 11d:tcia1 court system. 

Sincerely, 
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TRULINCS  Unit: ENG·C-A 

Dar Judge Zagel 

My name is , I am an inmate at the Inglewood Camp in Colorado. I have gotten to know the former Governor of 
Illinois Rod Blagojevich, he's a very respectful and nice man. He carries himself with humility, self respect, he's broken through 
many social barriers, primar11y due to he's charisma and the way he make's others feel. He g ives he's undivided attention when 
he helps anyone that has any questions and they go to him for guidance, he shows everyone respect and treats all with dignity. 
He is liked by everyone. He is funny and a joy to be a round. I'm aware that he's going to meet with you resentencing, I would 
ask that you take into consideration my words and allow him to go back to he's wonderful family and the people of Illinois that 
he can serve, the tax payers would be better serve having him there then us here. 

Respectfully 
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Dear Judge Zagel, 
My name is . I am currently 

I have spent the last 13 months serving my sentence with 
that time, I have known him to be a nice man. 

w~ 
serving a 30~entence. 
Rod Blagojevich. During 

During that time, I have known him to be a nice man. He treats everyone with respect, 
he has always been kind to me. And I know that he has been helpful to a lot of people 
here. 

I hope your Honor can take into account my opinion of Mr. Blagojevich. 

Sincerely, 
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Aplil 5, 2016 

Re: ROD BLAGOJEVICH 

To: Honorable Judge Zagel 

This statement ls made concemlng the person and character of Rod Blagojevich, ba.sed on the personal knowledge of myself 
(Jeffrey Steele) as experienced during our mutual time spent at both the FCl-Englewood (!ow security) and its Satellite Camp in 
Littleton, Colorado over approximately the last four {4} years, 

During time spent at the Bureau of Prison's Facilities, it ts intended that a: person transform himsetf and his character for the 
betterment of himself (specifically) and Society (in generat). Rod Blagojevich has done both in an exemplary fa,shlon. 

In performance qf his job duties in the Education Department and Law Library at both Englewood locations, Mr. Blagojavfch has 
continuously been helpful and.outgoing to those with whom he has come ln contact Whether it has been in providing moral 
support and/or research assistance in matters concerning their legal or personal Issues, Mr. Blagojevich has been a listening 
ear and helpful friend to !hose needing his assistance. Furthermore, his broad knowledge- and various life experiences have 
been both enlightening and educational to those individuals who need to reform themselves, espaciaUy while they are 
separated from thalr normal support group of Family and Friends. 

I have no doubt that Rod B!agojevich will continue lo be a varued asset to Society upon his rofease from the prison 
environment. 
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Dear Your Honor, 

I am writing you this letter in regards to Rod Blagoyavich. I have been incarcerated with the former Governor for the last 10 
months, I am just wri~ing to let you know my thoughts and feelings on the former Governor. 

! was very suspicious of him and what he is af\d was all about when he first got here to the camp in Englewood. My 
suspicions where wrong and ! am happy to admit that. Ha is a very honest and caring man, He never lets anyone feel d!sllked 
or left out If this is the way he acls in here l don't see how he would have acted any different on the streets. How can a man 
that is so honest and caring have done anything wrong to the people of Illinois. After knowing him I find it hard to believe that 
the things that he is accused of doing could have happened. It seems to me that all politicians do what he is accused of doing. 
I ask you to please go light on his sentence as he has done nothing that other Politicians do in order to run this oountry. I think 

that you can understand that to get something done there are compromises that must be made. I believe that the choices that 
he made were for the better of the people of Ulinols and in no way were breaking the !aw. 
Please consider my words and the words of others and have leniency on Mr. B!agoyavich. He is a good and honest man and 

doesn't not deserve to be 1n prison wasting his good qualities. He should be using them out in the free world where he belongs. 
Thank you, , 
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Judge Zagel, March 29,2016 

This letter of character reference is in regards to Mr. Blagojevich. 

I  have kno-wn Mr. Blagojevich since I arrived here at F.P.C. 

Englewood. He is a wonderful & compassionate man who truly does care about 

others, Mr. Blagojevich attends weekly bible study services along with a number 

of other inmates here and contributes his participation in some profound 

topics, also his sincere counseling to some here who are in need of an uplifting 

word of encouragement. Humility & charisma are his most prominent traits that 

he exhibits on a daily basis. He is the clerk in the law library and is always 

willing to assist anyone in navigating the Lexus/Nexus electronic law library 

system. 

On a personal level Mr. Blagojevich is a true friend and a caring individual 

who has always has time for a friend in need. It is my hope that this brief letter 

will shed a bit of insight on what a wonderful friend and good man Rod Blagojevich 

has been to me, and I hope he gets a chance at freedom. Thank you for your time 

Your Honor. 

Sincerely, 

 
FPC Englewood 
9595 West Quincy Avenue 
Littleton, Colorado 80123 
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Federal Prison,Camp·Enqlewood 
9595 West Quincy Ave. 

Littleton, Colorado 80123 

March 29, 2016 

Dear Honorable Judge Zagel~ 

My name is  l, I am writing this letter on behalf 
of Rod Blagojevich. I was born and raised on the Westside of Chicago~ 
I am currently incarcerated at the Federal Prison camp on the 
Englewood Compound, located in Littleton, Colorado~ 

I arrived here shortly after Mr. Blagojevich~ Since my arrival, 
Mr. Blagojevich has been nothing short of kind and helpful to me. 
Just recently, he sat down all day with me, and helped me fill out 
my Clemency Application and supporting letters. Mr. Blagojevich 
works in the library/law library. He is always bringing me positive 
and product.ive books or literature that help me stay positive and 
think about my past mistakes in life, I am sure all of these books 
will help me reenter society with a different out-look on life¥ 
upon my release. 

I really appreciate all the things he does for me and others, 
who are in the same situation as myself. It is not just me he helps, 
he tries to help anyone on t.he Compound who needs help. !f he is 
not working with someone in the law library, he is working with them 
in the gym or on the track. He is just a real giving person, and he 
never asks anyone, for something in return. 

I would just like to say, that I am so happy I had a chance to 
meet and become friends with Mr. Blagojevich. Re has really helped 
me open my eyes up to things in my life that caused me to come to 
prison. I really appreciate our talks, they truly have got me on a 
totally diferent path in life. He listens, and he also~ comes up 
with such positive out-comes, that I never even thought about, when 
I was a free man. Mr. Blagojevich is an extraordinary man, and I 
would like to thank the Lord, for putting him in rey life. 

Sincerely Yours, 
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To: Judge Zagel 

Subject: Rod Blagojevich 

Your Honorable Judge Zagel I am writing this letter for Hod Blagojevich I met Rod the very first day he arrived at the FCI in 
at the prison. we did spend time together because we are both white collar inmates. Rod was very helpful to allot of the inmates 
he was always willing to give talks during the ace classes we r~n. for examplC-! we did a class on civics and he was very helpful 
and more then willing to help us with the class. I am now at the Camp with Rod again ad we both work for Education and we 
are both working with inmates to help them with there programming to se if we can do as much as we can to help them get out 
and have a new start in life Just like we want I just thought you should know your Honor that Rod dose allot for other inmates in 
the education Department. 

Sincerely  
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Dear Judge Zagel, 

Englewood Federal Prison Canp 
9595 W. Quincy Ave . 
Littleton, CO 80123 
April 2, 2016 

My name is   I am an inmate at the Englewood Federal Prison Camp 

in Colorado where I have served the l aet two years with Rod Blagoj evich. I' ve come to 

know Rod quite well as we have been together during this time in our five man rooms 

here at the camp. 

Your Honor, I have been incarcera t ed since August 13 of 1990 on a drug offense, 

I am just days awa~ £ro~ compl eting a 30 year eentenee . Aa far as prison goes, I have 

s een it all. I began my incarceration at FCI at Terminal Island, CA. Then on to 

FCI. at Sheridan, OR. Next up was my time at FCI Marianna FL. and then FCI Estill SC. 

I was then transferred to FCI Safford AZ before going to my first camp at Atvater CA. 

And then of course, here. During my. prison time, I ' ve bee"Q. incarcera.ted with 11.ll levelB 

o t o f fenders. During these nearly :l6 years l've learned an :tncredible amount of patience . 

I am thankful that here in the end of my long incarceration I've had the privilege of 

finishing out my sentence with men l ike Rod Blagojevich~ ~od has been a nice roomate, 

respectful and easy to get along with. Re works at our camp law library and also 

keeps himself busy running. exercising, and reading. Re loves to read and . a~udy abou t 

history or inspiring stories about great leaders. For being a former governor, he is 

not a snob and is friendly t.o everyone he meets here. I respe.ct Rod because he has 

chosen to live simple and frugal here and avoids being involved in any of the typical 

"pri son fluatles" so many inmates often do. 

I am often moved by how Rod speaks about his wife and dliJ.Ughters with a genuine 

a fiecllon. It 1s obvious to auy who knows h:lm that he has a deep love fo~ h:ls wife 

and daughter. His family has been a .great souxce of his strength tq endure this 

difficult time. 

YouT Honor, 1 sincerely hope you will take into accou~t my observations of my 

r oommate Rod Blagojevich. I am thankful to have known him and I wish Rod all the bes t . 

Sincerely, 
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July 3, 2016 

Honorable Judge Zagel, 

My name is  and I am currently incarcerated at the 
Federal Prison Camp in Englewood Colorado with Rod Blagojevich. I am a 
60 year old man and am completely disabled. 

I never knew him inititally, I'm from the State of Wyoming, but I 
found out a few days later that he was the former Governor of Illinois. 
From that day forward I've called him "The Governor". I have always found 
him to be concerned about my health. 

The Governor regularly participates in the Christian group meetings 
we have here at the camp. He even gave a presentation recently about former 
President Nixon. The Governor told the story using his sense of humor 
which is at times self deprecating. 

I understand that he is returning to court for resentencing and I 
wish him the best. 

Sincerely, 

Federal Prison Camp Englewood 
9595 W. Quincy Ave 
Littleton, CO 80123 
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To the Honorable ,Judge Zagel, 

Englewood Federal Prison Camp 
9595 W. Quincy Ave. 
Littleton, CO 80123 

April 3, 2016 

Judge Zagel, thank you for allowing me to share with you my experiences 

with Rod Elagojevich who 1 have known these past two years. I am a Federal 

inmate serving a sentence for drug charges here at Englewood Camp. When I 

first met Rod Blagojevich he came up to me and introduced himself. I 

immediately came to appreciate his kindness and positive attitude. Rod 

regularly asks me if there is anything I need or if I need help with 

anything. This is very important to me because of rny physical disabilities 

and issues I have with my mobility. 

I would describe Rod as a helpful, caring individual who is easy to get 

along with. I wish everyone in prisor1 was as pleasant to be around as he 

is. He seems to understand people at all different levels no matter what 

a person's crime or background wasa Because we both enjoy watching sports 

and football, I appreciate his good sportsmanship even if his favorite 

team loses. (By the way, don 1 t tell the fine folks in Chicago that Rod 

Blagojevich enjoys watching the Dallas Cowboys!) Many inmates get 

emotionally upset if they team loses 1 but Rod always believes in hope 

for the next season* That brings me to another thing I find rare. Unlike 

many of the men I meet, Rod Elagojevich is not angry about how the Federal 

Government has treated him,. He still speaks about tt1e country being a 

great nation and he believes the Judicial system our country has will 

eventually work things out so he can be restored to his family. 

Among the reany men I have met here 1 I appreciate men of character 

like Rod Blagojevich who "keeps it real*" No phony bullshit or none of 

the prison type games many men try to pull on each other. Because I 

also spend much of my time in the library because I enjoy reading, I 

often see Rod working in our library because he works the evening shift. 

He enjoys reading and talking about history and is inspiring to those 

of us who need hope. In prison, hope is something hard to find. 

Your Honor, I know you are a very busy man so l will close for now~ 

Thank you for your time, may God give you wisdom in every court case 

you deal with. I know it is not an easy job you have. 

Sincerely, 
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November 11-02-2015 

Dear Judge Zagel: 

My name is .I am 29 years old and an inmate at the 

Englewood Prison Camp. I have served with Mr. Blagoj evich for nearly a year. 

I didn 1 t know him too well but I can say that he was always friendly and 

respectful. He keeps himself , busy-,funning olril 1 ltht trat:k, exercising, reading and 

working in the law library and as a tutor. I never saw him be anything but 

respectful the entire time I served with him. 

I wish him well. 

Sincerely, 
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June 20, 2016 
Honorable Judge Zagel, 

I am currently roommates with Rod Blagojevich at the Federal Prison 

Camp in Englewood Colorado. He and I were also roommates inside the fence 

at the Federal Correctional Institution- Low in Englewood. I have had the 

first hand experience of seeing Rod improve the lives of many incarcerated 

men, but I have also had Rod's help in coming to terms with the laws I have 

broken and how to improve myself as I move forward in my life. 

Mr. Blagojevich is an incredibly talented and inspirational man with 

a true moral compass. In the three years I have known him I have seen an 

evolution and maturity that our Justice System should hope could be accomplished 

by all incarcerated individuals. Rod is humble, empathetic and takes a 

personal interest in helping fellow inmates succeed. A specific example 

of Rod's genuine desire to help people occurred shortly after we met at 

the FCI-Low in Englewood. Some of the younger inmates, predominately 

uneducated underprivileged minorities were about to be released. Rod 

volunteered his own time to conduct mock job interviews with them in the 

band room. He would follow-up a few days later, after they'd completed 

the assigned homework, and spend one on one time with them usually walking 

laps of the track perfecting their interview skills. With these men preparing 

to re-enter the workplace, Rod wanted nothing more than to help them succeed. 

I could site many examples like this in the years I have known him. Helping 

people goes way beyond making a conscious decision to do so, it's in his 

DNA. He's genetically predisposed to make the world a better place. 

His formal mandated prison work has been a combination of adult continuing 

education, GED tutoring, and currently working in the law library. All his 

positions have afforded him the opportunity to not only help the other inmates 

become better people and prepare them for reentry to society, but it has also 

given Rod a clear picture of when laws have been broken, and when moral 

ethical and social trust has been breached. 

Personally Rod has inspired me to seek opportunities to help people 

whenever faced with the chance. Rod has many talents and his greatest is 

the ability to inspire everyone he encounters to be the very best version of 

them self. His talents are being utilized here, but giving Rod the ability to 
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reenter the community immediately will do everyone in that community a 

tremendous service. Keeping Rod incarcerated just keeps him from the next 

chapter in his life; helping the people of Chicago, Illinois,, and the United 

States. Rod has paid an enormous price over the past 4+ years and so have 

his wife and two daughters. He's been punished enough, our society has 

wielded justice, it's time for this to end and Rod return to his family. 

Itfs in the best interest of everyone. 

  
Federal Prison Camp- Englewood 
9595 W. Quincy Ave. 
Littleton, CO B0123 

Sincerely, 
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July 1, 2016 

Honorable Judge Zagel, 

My name is . I am 30 years old and an inmate at the Englewood 

Prison Camp in Colorado. I come from  Texas. I am incarcerated with 

Rod Blagojevich. I have known him at this camp for a few months. 

A lot of the guys at the camp call him "The Gov". He's a really nice guy, very 

easy going, and you'd never know he was a Governor. He helps a lot of people 

and is always upbeat and positive. I always see him working out in the weight 

room or running on the track. 

When I first got here and first met him he was friendly and asked me if I needed 

anything. He 1 s asked me about my background and my family and shows a real 

interest in the things in my life. I was surprised he even knew the name of 

the High School, Permian, in my home town. He's the kind of guy that really 

cares about other people. 

I know he is going back to court and I hope you could consider the goodness of 

this man. I wish him all the luck in the world, 

Sincerely, 
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October 20. 2015 

Judge Zage1 

Dear Judge Zagel: 

Letter of Recommendation 

My name is , and I'm writing on behalf of my friend and GED Instructor 
Mr. Rod Blagojevich. 

I have been acquainted with Mr. Blagojevich for eleven months; he was my GED Instructor 
in January 2015, to March 2015, he was very instrumental in me getting my GED. 
I have successfully completed my GED and continue to have a great relationship with 
Mr. Blagojevich. It has been a great pleasure knowing Mr. Blagojevich. He is a true 
believer in our American Justice System and tries to help others as much as he can. 
He happens to be a very kind caring person that tries to give back and teach others 
.the :same morals , and values. 

Furthermore, I'm also inspired by Mr. Blagojevich time management. He seems to do 
his time very well by exercising, reading and tutoring GED students, and lastly 
fellowshiping with other inmates. 

In closing, it is with great pleasure to write this letter of recommendation for 
my friend and fellow inmate. 

Sincerely, 
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October 10/08/2015 

Attn: Judge Zagel 

Dear Judge Zagel: 
My name is , I'm a 38 year o1d inmate serving a 8 

year sentence here at Englewood Colorado Federal Call\J>· I met and became aEJuainted 
with Mr. Rob Blagoj evich the day he arrived at the prison camp, and since then have 
remained cordial. 

My initial impressions of him was formed based on the picture painted by the media, 
with exaggerated emphasis ranging on his mannerisms to external details ranging from 
his hair style. An preexisting opinions of him was actually shared by most people at 
the camp all based on what was seen or heard in the media. These notions all proved 
to be exaggerated fabrications. I have come to know Rob over the time we have serve,d 
together based on regular day to day interactions I.can safely concliide that he is not 
the person described in the scandal. 

Rob's personal conduct here has been exemplary and absent of any hes tile incidents 
involving others, both. inmates and correctional officers included-. On any given d~y 
you can find Rob jogging on the track, reading political history books in the law 
library where he works or passionately sharing knowledge with o.ne of the many young 
men being mentored by him. Inspite of his colorful notoriety, Rob has found a way 
t;o blend in without exhibiting .t'l!ll.Y signs of· entitlement or haughtiness at all, and 
instead has settled into becoming just another one of the guys in here. 

Speaking on a personal le.velJ Rob has shown great character and poise by encouraging 
myself and others to uphold the law and the system that protects us . That is why .even 
though he did not receive the judgement he anticipated from the courts . he maintains 
unwave.ring belief and honor in our judicial system. 

Based on all observations of his character it has been a great pleasure to meet and 
know Mr. Rob Blagovich as is the general concensus here at the camp. 

Sincerely yours_: ./ 
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October 2, 2015 

Dear Judge Zagel, 

My name is . I am 36 years old. My place of residents is 

in Colorado Springs, Colorado. I am incarcerated at Englewood Prison Camp here 

in Colorado with former Governor Rod Blagojevich. 

I have known "The Gov," as many inmates call him, since January 2014. He 

has always been polite, friendly, and respectful. He seems to get along with 

everyone. He is a positive influence and is a mentor to some of the other 

inmates. He has been helpful to me. I find his attitude of dealing with his 

troubles to be very inspiring to me. If a guy who was once a Governor can 

handle his fall with the humility he shows, then I know I can deal with my 

problems too. 

The Governor is always active. He runs, works out, reads and always has 

time to dedicate to helping others. He teaches GED and English as a second 

language. He is a good man and I hope your Honor can show leniency to him. 

Sincerely, 
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To: Honorable Judge Zagel: 

Reference: Rod Blagojevich 

Dear Judge Zagel: 

I have had the opportunity to spend a great deal of time with Mr. 

Blagojevich while here in Colorado. It may be out of the ordinary for an inmate 

writing a reference for another inmate but my experiences in life prior to my 

problems have been numerous, especially in the world of business. Through the 

years I met lots of Politicians both Democratic and Republican and heard the 

word of the day. So I am not naive in the world. I have owned and operated 

partnerships with 75 different businesses, both public and private. I have been 

a venture capitol investor who specialized in acquiring failing companies in 

need of new management or capital. I have been very successful in turnarounds. 

             

  

        

   

 

With the decades of experience and knowledge of people I observed a man, 

who like me, has had to make the adjustment from holding a prominent position 

and being extremely successful to being incarcerated, failing from the grace 

with humility, good cheer and determined to learn and move on. He's been able 

to have energy and enthusiasm to help others as well as keeping himself grounded 

and dealing with reality of what needs to happen to be an asset to society 

again. I have mnhif family and spent time with them, they too like myself 

can see a changer.•nf ~o~e humble and honest man. He, I believe, will bring a 

positive to soc:llety /det ined to try to do good in what is a very difficult 

experience. 
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RE: Public Co nnnents About Rod Blago jevich 

To the Honorable· Judge Zagel, 

 
Englewood Federal Prison Camp 

9595 w. Quincy Ave. 
Littleton, CO S0123 

Yoar Honor, if I may , I would J:ike to of fer 111)' counnenE$ about an other Federal inraate 

l have be working with, Rod Blagojevich. I camG t o know Mr. Blagojevich while working 

with him in our Education Department here a t Englewood Federal Camp. It has been ~ 

encouraging, and refr.eshing for me to work with fnrmer Governor Rod Blagojevich. 

Ta see a forme r high ranking leader t oday willing t o serve and he lp others as Rod 

Dlagojevich doe s on a daily basis encouraaes ne in the good that a man can accomplish. 

Rod and I regularly share with e ac h other quotations of former great leaders. I have 

.lee.med much front his example i.n h ow, no matter where we are, we can se rve and help our 

f ellow man. Sadly in the FBOP, there is very little government halp or. di rection in 

e ducation or reh.abilit a t1on. Over 95% of the teachi ng and education -~thin the FBOP is 

done by inmate instructors like myself or Rod Blagojevich. 

I n the classes that Rod BJ agojevi ch has taught here at Englewood, he has shared 

important instruction o~ Civics and Leadership. Hi s greates t shining exampl e has been 

f or us to not be bitter t owards the government, but in patience, do our part and be 

outstanding ci t i zens and use thi s t i me f or self-imprQvement so we as cit 1iens, can make 

our community and government better. I j oin Rod Blagojevich in that effort to serve other 

inmates and eQ1Pba s1ze how we must use this t ime to grow, to !.earn, and t o prac tice 

s e l f -improvement every day of our lives . As Rod says so often, "We rnust not sit here 

and waste or squander t h.18 oppor tunity that this aclvct'sity offers us." This is a message 

t ha t all of our fellow inmates here needs to hear. 

Your honor~ I do not knc!Jw all of the specifics of Rod Blagojevichs' case. I wlll 

leave those points up t o t he lawyers. I do know of Rod here, and I know him t o be an 

honorable man who helps others. I would ask that you do everything i n your power to 

return him t o his family and to hi s community. Please allow this l eader and servant 

of mankind return to his family and p armit him to share with others t he growth he bas 

experienced during these several years of advers ity. 

In closing, I humbly ask f or y our support in criminal justi Qe reform. There are 

many men in Federal Prison who never victimized anyone. Something has gone awry when 

for example, a Federal pros ecutor can send an etghty yea r old man to prison when the 

elderly man never victimized any of our citizens. Your. Honor. please support Federal 

~r±m:inal j ustice reform and help be our voice f6T justice. Prison should be for thos e 

who harmed and victimized others, those who are too dapgerous to be 1n our s ociety. 

Thank y ou for taking the time and aJlowing me to share my experience with Rod 

Blagojevich. May hie justice come soon. may he be granted t o be released and returned 

to his family . Sincerely, 
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Dear Honorable Judge Zagel, 

 
FCI Engl·ewood ("Camp") 
9595 W. Quincy Ave. 
Littleton1 CO 80123 

Mr. Rod Blagojevi~h asked me if I would write a character reference 

for purposes of your Honor's review. 

I have had the pleasure of knowing Mr. Blagojevi ch since November of 

2014. My experience knowing him bas sho'Wll him t o be very affable and easy 

to talk t o . I believe him to be a man of good character having integrity in 

his undertakings with others. Because of his legal background he has given 

me good direction when I had the need of clarity on certain legal matters. 

It is my belief that society would be benefitted by his reintroduction 

into it. I believe him t o be a man of good moral character and sincere desire 

to be vi.th his wife and children, who have supported him. explicitl y during 

his absence . 

Sincerely, 
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September 17, 2015 

RE: Rod Blagojevich 

YOUR HONOR: 

  
9595 W. Quincy Ave. 
Littleton. CO 80123 

My name is  I graduated from the University of Denver 
Law School in 1975 and practiced Landlord-Tenant law in Colorado until 1990 
when I moved to Las Vegas, Nevada, to start a new career in financial services. 
I launched    

 
 I pled guilty 

to Conspiracy to Commit Tax Evasion resulting in my incarceration. 

I arrived at the Englewood Prison Camp in January of 2014 where I met 
Rod Blagojevich later that year when he was transferred here. We were both 
assigned to the Education Department at the Camp where we worked side by side 
for many months. We worked each morning M-F from 7-9 a.m. to prepare 18-20 
inmate/students for their GED test. At all times, Mr. Blagojevich worked 
tirelessly to assist each of the students develop their math and reading skills 
for the test. With a lively wit he employed real-life stories from his time 
as Governor to keep the students attentive. He genuinely cared for these 
inmates, it showed, and they were sincerely appreciative. Many of these students 
were fatherless and had never received a teacher's one-on-one attention, by 
listening to The Guv they remained motivated and most of them passed all or part 
of their GED test. 

After the GED class each day, Mr. Blagojevich and I tutored two inmates, 
one from Cuba and one from Iraq, to speak English. Although the initial 
language barrier was considerable, using language workbooks, we were able to 
open their world one word at a time until we could converse. Again, Mr. 
Blagojevich poured all his energy into this project and spent some of his free 
time learning to speak Spanish himself. His background as a "people person" and 
politician was ' - invaluable in keeping these inmates practicing their English 
each day. 

As a friend and fellow inmate, I would ask you to consider all the productive 
services Mr. Blagojevich has to offer the public at large once he is released 
from prison, He entered prison in March of 2012, so there is no question he 
has felt the sting of prison life and its loss of dignity. Judges like yourself 
are increasingly creative in crafting sentences involving Home Confinement 
and community service whereby Mr. Blagojevich would still be under the supervision 
of the BOP, but be in a situation that would allow him to use his teaching and 
people skills while serving as a hands-on husband and father to his family. 

Mr. Blagojevich has accepted his prison situation with grace and humility. 
I would hope you could find a way to allow him to be released so that he 
can provide for his family and share his generous point of view with others. 
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May 22, 2016 

Dear Honorable Judge Zagel, 

My name is    and would like to submit this letter 
as a reference to the former Governor -of Illinois 1 Rod 
Blagojevich's character in the three years I have know him. 

I first met Mr,. Blagojevich in 2013 at the Federal Correctional 
Institution in Littleton, Colorado. He was from the very first 
minute very outgoing, personable1 warm and kind. It was from this 
first encounter that I decided to enroll in both of the classes 
that Mr. Blagojevich taught and facilitated while at the F.C.I. 
Rod Blagojevich taught Civil War History and World war lI 
History .. TO no surprise, both of these classes were full of 
inmates with standing room only. The content was without a doubt, 
precise, enlightening and fascinating. He taught with a 
passionate fire and a great desire matched by no other~ fdx. 
Blagojevich was patient, understanding and helpful throughout 
his classes and even extended his knowledge and friendship to 
everone on the compound to include those times he exercised in 
the gym to just walking the track and daily conversations. 

I have now been transferred to the FPC (Federal Prison Camp) 
at Englewood where Mr .. Blagojevich is .. He is still the same 
friendly, honest and sincere man he has always been. At no time 
has mr. Blagojevich ever been a threat to or a risk to anyone 
inside or outside the confines of the prison or society .. 

If there was ever a person deserving of a sentence reduction and 
or probation or house arrest, it is undeniably Mr~ Blagojevich. 

Sincerely, 

Federal Prison Camp 
9595 w. Quincy Ave. 
Littleton, CO 80123 
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TRULINCS  - Unit: ENG-C-A 

Dear Judge Zagel, 

I am writing this letter to you at the request of Rod Blagojevich whom 1 have known for just over two years. I met Rod shortly 
after he arrived at the Englewood Camp in Colorado and I found that he was Immediately friendly and went out of his way to 
help me and others around him in regard to our situation of Incarceration. As you can guess there is often a lot of conflict and 
difficulty for men in our situation and one of the things I have come to admire about Rod the most is hls continual optimistic 
attitude about his situation and about life. I have seen him on different occasions, help other men find hope and reason to 
belleve that they can still go on with their life and make something of themselves . 

There is often so much doubt and fear among the men who are in prison, and most truly believe that there is nothing ahead for 
them except to return to their previous criminal activities. I have been in prison at different locations, for many many years now 
and one thing that seems to be universal is that, contrary to popular belief, the prison system makes very little attempt to 
rehabilitate men or to help them see that change is possible. Rod tries to see past mistakes in himself and uses that to help 
others see where they have erred and could possibly change. It is certain that all of us make mistakes (some greater than 
others) but that is the human condition. It is also the human condition that when a person is willing to change and makes the 
effort to do so, to extend mercy to the one who is trying, so that we might contribute to their change. I hope I never again find 
myself in the position of tearing another person down at the crucial moment they are willing to do better. 

I hope that it might be possible, for the sake of Rod and his family, that mercy might be shown him, that he might salvage what 
is left of the life and family he holds so dear to him. Thank you for listening to this letter, that I wish would have been written by 
someone on my behalf. 

Sincerely, 
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Dear Judge Zagel~ 
My name is  . I am 48 years old. I am an inmate 

at the the Englewood Camp in Colorado. I have been at the camp for 10 months 

and have served all the 10 months with the Governor. I have fellowed the rules 

and reglations here. I have no incident reports. 

Before I met the Governor, I never had any wishes or thoughts about education. 

But as the Governor explained to me, if I used my time in my prison to work to 

get the education I didn't have earlier in life, I would have more opportunities 

to climb the ladder when I get out of prison. As a result of my conversations 

with the Governor, I decided to take GED courses. The Governor was one of my 

teachers. As of right now, I passed all my GED courses, except math. Which ·:r 1m 

currently working on right now. I am writing this letter to thank the GO"Vernor 

for pushing and encouraging me to better myself by getting an education. I also 

want to thank him for the time he took to teach me. 

I really like the Governor. He is a good man and I hope all goes well for him. 

s1n
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RE; Commcmts on. Rod Illagoj0vich 
1 To the Honorable J udge Zagel or whom it may concern, 

 
 

' Englewood Federal Prison Camp 
January 21, 2016 

Thank you for allowing me to share my thoughts and observations concerning Rod 

Illagojovicli whom I have known these past two yea:rs. His charact·er and 

inspiration has affected me in a positive way, so I-was honored when he ask me 

to put my thoughts down in words. 

In this prison environment, there is plenty of negativity and. hopelessness 

among the men here. That is why I've enjoyed coming into the prison camp law 

library to get: my daily dose of encouragement from my friend Rod Blagojovlch. 

As I've had to deal in my mind with the injusrice I 1ve experienced, it was my 
I 

friend Rod who encouraged me to not be bitter, · Your Honor, there are many men 
. . 

in Federal prison who are bitter about theiT imprisonment or long length of. 

sentence. Rod Blagoj ovich is nqt ·one of them. It is refreshing to be arou,nd 

sQJ!ieone of his character who may dieagree with his conviction and .. fights on with 

the legal battle for j ustice~ all the while, Rod maintains res-pect for the 

j~dicial eystem and our Federal government leaders. 

Row is .that possible? I believe a part of the strength Rod Blagojovich relies 

.on comes from his spiritual growth. To forgive and not hold re·sentrnent i s not 

an easy thing to do. Rod has taught me that it only riarms myself to be bitter 

about my circumstance . He has taught JUE! that the ''wheels of justice" do turn, 

even at times if justice seems slow in coming. 

So here· is the paradqx: a l though it nas inflicted a Revere hardship on· Rod 

lHagojovich and his fam~ly while he ha.s been in prison; it has benefited· other 

inmates by his spi'ritual growth and encouragement. Your Honor. I sincerely hqpe 

that soon Ro~ Blagojovich will be exonerated and released from prison. I believe 

when Rod Illagoj ovich returns home he will be a tremendous ::is set to his ci~y and 

e-ven our gn~at nation. 

I would also a.11preciate your. prayers for all of us who are incarcP.ra ted with 

in the .£federal prison system. 'Please pray that we would each '. cl1ooee to follow 

the example of Rod Blagojovich and wisely use .our prison time to develop 

spiritual disciplines as well as seeking our own, personal growtn. AB Rod 

Blagojovich has often told me, 11This. time is not a waste if you use it for yo1tr 

own eelf-improvemerit. '' 

Your Honor• thank you for taking the .time tQ permit me to share with you my 

positive experiences with Rod Blagojovich. 
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January 4, 2016 

Dear Judge Zagel: 

My name is  I'm an inmate at the Federal Correctional Camp 
in Englewood, Colorado. I have been incarcerated with Mr. Blagojevich the 
entire 10 month period of my sentence. 

Mr. Blagojevich is a good man. He is polite and respectful to everyone. 
He has always treated me with respect. He is well liked by the other inmates. 

He spends his time reading, running, and working out at the GYM. He work 
at the Law Library where he is helpful to other inmates, and unlike many who 
are here, never charges or accepts anything in return for the help he provides. 

He has made my time much easier with the ability to have conversations , 
whether it be about old times growing up, government, politics, sports, 
experiences in here, and advice how to handle it. 

I wish him well when he gets out. 

Sincerely, 
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November 26~ 2015 

To Whom IT Kay Concern: 

My name is  and I'm an inmate at Federal Prison Camp Englewood. 
I met Rod in early Feb 2015 and was struck by what a ~own to earth and easy to 
talk with person he is. I have had countless talks with him as he is my neighbor. 

Rod, is a good family man and a strong Christian. I hope your Honor can send 
him home to his family. 
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Honorable Judge Zagel, 

It is my honor to write this letter to attest to the character of Rod 
Blagojevich. This letter is I am sure one of many that you will be 
receiving in regard to Rod but I hope that you take a moment to read it. 
When it came to my attention that Rod's attorney would like to hear from 
some of his fellow inmates about the time they have spent with him, I could 
not have been more delighted to offer to write this letter on his behalf. 

A bit about myself, my name is  and I am 37 years old 
and nearing the end of a ten year sentence for conspiracy to distribute 
a controlled substance. It is my personal belief that a man's character 
is never more on display than when he is placed in a position of hardship. 
Rod has lost much more than many of the men that he is currently serving 
with, myself included, but you would never guess it from his demeanor. He 
is consistently upbeat and tries to bring out the best in the people around 
him at all times. He goes out of his way to answer questions and be 
helpful not only to the men he tutors and teaches in his education classes 
but to other as well. It is a rare treat for all of us to be able to ask 
questions of a man who once held such high office and he handles these 
situations with aplomb. 

Rod does not wear the pain of what he has lost on the outside like many 
here do. He keeps a brave face on at all times, often hidden behind a 
smile as if he understands that people look to him for a bit of guidance 
or direction and he doesn't want to let anyone down. He never tries to 
lead others so much as others try to follow him. He is a great example 
of leadership for everyone here. It is my sincere hope that Rod's 
character is indicative of the character of all of America's political 
leaders. 

Rod is a man who loves his family. He loves sports. He loves good 
intellectual discussion and the exchange of ideas. He loves to help other 
people. He loves this country even though it has treated him much more 
poorly than he deserves. He is, in short, a leader and a good man. I have 
never met a man more deserving of a second chance than Rod Rlagojevich. 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. 

Respectfully, 
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F~deral Correctional Institute 
9595 W. Quincy Avenue 
Littleton, CO 80123 

To Whom It May Concern: 

September 28, 2015 

I have known former ~overnor, Mr. Rod Blagovich, for the past 3 years while 

incarcerated at the Federal Correctional Institute in Colorado. During that 

time, I have had the opportunity to engage in multiple conversations with him 

regarding prison life and life in general. He has always been positive, suppor

tive, and never hesitates to encourage fellow inmates to do the right thing, .. once 

they are released from custody. I truly believe that he will once again be an 

asset to society upon his release from custody. 

Sincerely, " 
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TRULINCS  - Unit: ENG-C·A 

--------·----------------------·----" - ------- ---- -------------- ----- ~----------- ------------ -- - · -- ---------

TO : Honorable Judge Zagel 
  

ISSUE : Character Reference-Rod Blagojevich 
DATE : March 13, 2016 

Honorable Judge Zagel, 

I ask the court to forward the possibility that a convicted felon can give a true account ot an obseNed character greatness 
within another man; regardless If the individual giving that reference is considered to be without respected character traits them 
self. This view of a characterless virtue being the average populace opinion. 

It occurs to me that when a small population sample believes strongly within an idea, that idea may then be held just as 
strong across the entire population; not just restrained to the sample set. With that premise, I was in imprisoned in Ohio when 
Rod Blagojevich was investigated for the crime(s) which he is imprisoned for currently. 

That prison where I was incarcerated had a very small economy of movement and recreation . It did have access, though, to 
many common areas for television viewing and group table activities. Each of 1hose areas had its own demographic population 
and therefore opinions. The area I cho~e to watch nightly television within (mainly CNN/Fox News) had a demographic highly 
dense with business and legal professionals from Illinois. Some were prominent within the banking and legal/political arenas. 
They are the ones who frequently made known their personal views of current events being viewed on those televisions . 

When Mr. Blagojevich's story came to be a current event, they were favorable of him as a man because some had known 
him personally or knew of him through a close connection of some sort. There opinion was common amongst them: Rod 
Blagojevich was a family man. He was also a strong supporter of his community and basically what a person would consider a 
"good citizen". 

These individual(s) also knew of the then candida1e for Presidency, President Barrack Obama, as he climbed his way to the 
position where he is currently serving duty. This gave them a good history for retrospect on how Rod Blagojevlch could have 
placed himself in this situation. 

There opinion on Mr. Blagojevfch's crime was mixed. They all did believe in a common theme. That if it happened, it did so 
with some type of "loss of perspective" on Mr. Blagojevich and not something he would have really planned with great 1hought 
or from his core value base. They affirmed that he was man that could be trusted and deserved respect. 

I write this background because it has always been my opinic1n, garnered through life's experiences, that when other people 
speak highly across the common population, 1hen that individual being spoken of is someone who is worth trying to meet, and if 
lucky, getting to know. All of the conversations regarding how strong of a man Mr. Blagojevich is made me wonder how he · 
ended-up in his controversial legal battle. Some things just happen because of a one time glitch that couldn't be foreseen or 
that can be repeated . 

Mon1hs later I was able to view Mr. Blagojevich's wife being part of a television reality show. Her given interview was very 
compelling to watch. She stated how she believed that her husband was an Incredible father and a community and city leader. 
Her participation In the show was to aid his legal battle and to sustain the increasing bills that burdened their family that she 
now had to solely bare. 

This support of his wife and family is such a strong character reference of Mr. Blagojevich as a man and a father. It Is what 
most father's work their entire lives to achieve with their wife and children. 
· I wondered if I could ever have that level of respect from my wife, so many strangers and community. What a groat thing 

that would be. ! knew I was lucky that I do have that support with my wife who has stayed at my side over the last 14 years of 
my incarceration for my alleged white collar crime. However, I could only wish to also have the support of a total stranger let 
alone so many from my community and city as does Rod Blagojevich. That would bQ wonderful. 

A few. years later, after I worked my way to a lower security level, Mr. Blagojevich was transferred to the same prison camp 
where I am now incarcerated. I have met him and we had a conversation about what I had experienced of him while in other 
prisons. The same details I've laid out in this letter lo the court. 

Although Mr. Blagojevich and I do not share the same social network here, the camp is small. I am introverted by design, but 
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J interact enough with the other inmates to know Rod Blagojevich shares the same positive opinions of him as he did from the 
other locations I've served. I have witnessed how the officer's of the Bureau of Prisons have taken to his personality and his 
respect and kindness towards others. His company is sought by many here. 

I believe he really tries to be supporting of the people in this community and seems to genuinely worry about their welfare. 
After a man has gone through so much disarray, hatred and social out-casting and is still able to come out of it with so much 
positive character traits is amazing; I believe that makes a truly strong character reference for him as a man. 

The reason I wrote this letter to the court is to support a man who is, in my opinion a positive influence on those he interacts 
with. Regardless if he did or did not make a massive error in judgment in the past, his family, community and city would benefit 
from having access to his company. 

Thank you to the court and you, Honorable Judge Zagel, for the time it took to process this paper letter. 
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1 

Honorable James B. Zagel 
District Judge 
2588 Dirksen Building 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Dear Honorable Judge Zagel: 

12 
P.O. Box 3949 
Pensacola, FL 32516 

October 6, 2015 

I feel it an honor to write this letter of reference for my former cellmate 
Rod Blagojevich. I met him the day he came to Englewood FCI on March 15, 2012. 
Shortly there after we became friends. 

I don't believe there is a man alive that I respect and appreciate more than Rod. 
We spent two years together. I feel like I know him as ell as my brother. I 
consider him a brother and my dear friend for life. 

On May 7th 2012, I found out that one of my beloved sons, had attempted 
suicide by hanging himself. He survived. It was the day he received his-denial 
letters from Harvard and Yale, the places he had hoped he would attend college. 
As you can imagine, it was devastating to me. I've been in prison for nine years 
and nothing has hit me harder than that did. Rod was right there for me the whole 
time. He comforted me and gave me encouragement. He wrote numerous letters to 

 to give him encouragement and hope. I believe those letters were most 
impactful in helping him get his life back on track.  is doing fine now. 
Those letters are priceless to him. 

Rod has also written numerous letters to my adopted eleven year old  
 My wife and I are eternally grateful to Rod for his love and support for 

our family. 

- l 

As his cellmate, I also witnessed the numerous kind acts that Rod did for other 
inmates similar to myself. Countless letters he wrote to other inmate's family 
members and loved ones, especially those who were suffering. Our cell was constantly 
filled with inmates coming in to receive advice and encouragement from Rod. He 
is the most selfless person I have known in prison. He always cared for the down
trodden. When someone was discouraged or heard bad news from home, Rod was right 
there to lift them up. 

Rod was a very influential teacher in the education department to hundreds of 
inmates. His lectures felt like listening to my favorite college professor. He 
also spent countless hours teaching classes and doing one-on-one interviews with 
inmates to help them with job reentry. He did mock interviews with them. He would 
critique them and would always stress the importance of being totally honest in 
interviews with future employers. I believe the help he gave these men will provide 
them huge success rates in getting jobs. These are men that have never had a job 
before in their lives. After spending hours with Rod, they had a confidence about 
them that I know will benefit them in attaining good employment after incarceration. 

Rod is the most honest man I have known. He is full of wisdom and unconditional 
love for everyone. He treated all inmates equally. He was a true light and beacon 
among the inmates while I was with him for two and a half years. 
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(2) 

I feel it an honor and pleasure to be considered his friend. It saddens me to 
see him incarcerated. He is too good a man and has so much to offer the world. 

Please your Honor, I plead on his behalf to please let him go home to his wife 
and children. They need him and I believe his community needs him. He has already 
served three and a half years. He has paid the ultimate price and has suffered 
so much along with his family. 

Thank you for considering my letter. I pray it will be most beneficial to Rod 
and his family. 

Sincerely, 
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Ju111e 30, 2016 

Honorable Judge James a. Zagel 
unites Sta'tes Distriict Court 
Northern District of Illinois 
lll.9 s. Dearborn Street 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Re: Rod Blagojevich 

Dear judge Zagel: 

M•t name ·is Angelo "Skip" Saviano, the Mayor of the Village of Elmwood Park. As you might know, I am also a retired 
State Representative having setved in the Illinois legislature for approximately W years'. f am writing 'in support of 
Rod 1Blagojev1ch who t have known fof many years. In fact, we served togettler in the 1minois House of 
Repres~ntatlves fr.om 1993 untll 1996 when Mr, Blagojevicn surrendered his state seat and was e.lected to Congress 
to represent HHnois' 5111 Congressional Distrkt. I remained in the State- legisl·ature un1tH 2013; -so I worked with Mr. 
Blagojevidh while he was Governor as w ell. Throughout all of this time, Mr. Blagojevich a,ndl I shared marny 
expe1riences - both professiorral as well as personal. Not only did we work together on1 marty issues to prot•ett the 
re,siden~s of the State of llllnois, but our friendship deepened as well. 

While I am aware of Mr. Blagojevich's criminal case, I know Rod to be a good person. I know R.od as someone who 
loves h•is family, cares deeply about his friends, and as someone who devoted !his life to public service. I know him to 
be a talentecil, courageous lawyer who chose to dedicate his life to both his family and to the people: oft.he .State of 
Illinois - with a ,patticuldr passion far those less fortunate. And wh ile Rod atid I might not haNe· a ~ways agre~d on 
every issue, I believe we shared the fundamehtal values and tore principles that l.ed us both to a nfe of public service. 

I am writing Ito you because I believe Mr. Blagojevich should receive a leniernt sentence,, Above alll else, I know Rod to 
be a iperson who always put his family first - someone who always worke:d hard for his. fami lly amdl remainecil 
extremely involved in their lives despite his professional obligations. and cha1lle.nges. I remember thimkin.g that even 
though Rod was the Governor, he remained a parent first. And I know he believed parenits should' taike responsibility 
for rais:ing their children. I am sure that his absence has had a significant impa:ct on the lives of his wife ancl children. 

I know firsthand how passionate he was about rtiattefs involving kids -whether bt was protecting the1rn frorti violent 
video grames or providing healthcare to children in need. He worked relenttessly on these- iS'sues. And Hike I said, we 
dird rtot always agree on how ttl approath sp~dfic issues - but nobody can qiue:stlon his, passi'on1 for chliidren, hi~ lovl:! 
for hJs family ar'ild fliS sincere desire rn help people. 

I tlhinl< it is time fo.r RiOd Blagojevich and his family to move fmwa:rd with their !lives. I hiave kn<lwn them for many 
years aind believe it is important for Rod to be home with his family. Above all else, I have known Rod to be a 1good 
pers·1m and a hard-working family rtHlh who eherishes his faimlly. I believe ain extended prison term will sef\le as a 
tr•emendous hardship on his v.tlfe and family. 
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September 10, 2015 

Greetings, 

I am writing this letter to attest that Mr. Rod Blagojevich has stood as a mentor 

and model inmate during my time of incarceration. I remember before I met Rod, I 

was struggling with being open-minded and having a positive attitude and often found 

myself being placed in solitary confinement. He would often teach me ways to deal 

with "adversity". His statements would be, "Walter, you have to face challenges in a 

more positive manner ... Anger is only going to get you sent to the SHU (special 

housing unit). His ability to help others showed in his behavior and courteous 

"Respect for the Law!" 

When Rod, first arrived on the compound he quickly obtained a job teaching; 

however, like every other inmate he paid his dues in the cafeteria. He never 

complained and he never was late for work. Never the less, he never stole a thing 

from the cafeteria. He worked as a clerk in the storage room where 85% of things 

would end up being stolen. For example, bags of cooked meat, onions and Kool Aid 

packets could have made him very popular. One could sell these items for a month's 

worth of commissary. He never stole anything and would not even take a piece of 

fruit from the cafeteria. 

1 
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He obtained his respect from how he treated others and stood as an example 

of humility and good character. He was dedicated to treating everyone fairly, that he 

simply stopped a race riot by choosing to sit at the table dividing the racial barriers of 

"chow time". (Eating in one assigned areas based off of race is normal in the prison 

system.) Mr. Blagojevich, stood for peace and true rehabilitation. 

I had a chance to live in the same living quarters with Rod, when he first came 

to prison. I observed him mediate peace talks amongst inmates having trouble. 

Some of these individuals had served over 7 years in prison. One time a fight was 

about to "break out" (about to occur) in the dorm, and the Lieutenant on duty asked 

Rod to come to the office and mediate the peace. He did so and the night went 

without any altercation. 

I am so grateful to have been able to just finish my time and come home to my 

family. If it had not been for his constant guidance and support, I would have lost my 

good time and my early release. For someone who taught school in prison, I take his 

personal dedication towards making me see the reality of freedom to heart because 

he made a difference in my life. I believe that he stands as a person who still has a 

lot of good and kindness in his heart. He cares about others selflessly that he would 

often times feed the less fortunate, dedicate his time to "give back" by teaching the 

less educated, and devote each day to something positive. He is a dear friend and I 

am forever grateful for his guidance. I remain 

With kind regards, 

2 
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J)ob Burr* 
• Ad111itlcd Georgia and Flaridn 
•u.s. House ofRe1irese11tatil'cs. 1995- 2003 

Judge J ames B. Zagel 
United States District Court 
Northern District oflllinois 
219 S. Dearborn Street 
Chicago, IL 60604 

IN RE: Rud Blagojevich 

Your Honor: 

Law Offices 

BOB BARR 
Atto1ncy at Law 

Braimon Bttrroughs. Of Co1msel 

July 6, 2016 

I write tlus lettei- in behalf of Rod Blagojevich, who I have known since January 1997 
when he was sworn in as a member o f the U.S. House of Representatives. I had been 
elected to the Congress from the then-7rh District of Georgi11 lwo years p1ior. \Xlhile 
Rod nnd l were and re1nain in different political parties Q1e is a Deiuocrat an<l I am a 
Republic:m), for the four years following his election, we had the opportunity to work 
together on a number of matters by virtue of our joint service on the House 
Government Reform and Oversight Committee. Tt was jn this capacity that I b ecame 
well-acquainted with Rod personally and p rofessionally, and wbjch offers the primaiy 
basis for this lcncr h1 his behalf. 

Despite ow: obvious political differences, Rod and I jo ined fo l'ces on a number of issues 
within the jurisdiction of the Refo1111 and Oversight Comrnil tee. Impor tan tly, your 
Honor, we also became personal friends. I was attracted to Rod fo r a number of 
reasons which may be relevan t for your Honor's con sidcrntlon. 

T'vfost impor tantly was my observation that Rod was a man who care<l deeply about 
peop le, ns individuals. Even on matters involving federal drug policies (for which the 
Committee cxerdsed oversight), I obsc1vcd consistently that Rod•s decisions as a 
Congres~man were based on genuine concern for the wcll-bejng of his constituents and 
o ther individuals who, though not from his Dis trict, were likewise impacted by his 
actions and his votes. I had the oppor tunity to observe this concern in Co1runittce 
hearings and mark-up sessions, in personal conversations, anc.1 during a CODEL 
(congressional <leJegatiou) in which both of us participated Lo Panama, Colombia and 

JI 01 Towcnm.:ck Parkway, Suite 150 • Atlanta. Georgia 30339 • 770/836-1776 • F3X (i78/Jg4.5745 
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Judge Jmnes R. Z agel 
July 6, 2016 
Page 2 

other Andean countries to view first-hand the anti-drng efforts in that region in which 
our goverrunent was involved . 

Importnnrly also, I discovered quickly that Rod possessed a genuine sense o f humor; 
demo nstrating to me his willingness to keep himself and his work in proper perspective 
and to le~un from exp erience and his own mistakes (which he would readily admit). 

Your H o nor, I respectfully submit that these obse.tvations from 1ny personal and 
professio nal a · "-<i:>eiation with Rod Blagojevich during our tenure together in the U.S. 
H o use of prdcntatives are relevant to a consideration o fleniency. I would be happy 
to answ , ny f1estions or provide any additional information if deemed by your H onor 
to be , ~ rop ate or helpful. 

\Vi 1( cind ·eg-ards, I am, 

er of Congress, 1995-2003 
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Dawn M. Johnson 

June 10, 2016 

Honorable Judge James B. Zagel 
United States District Court 
Northern District of Illinois 
219 S. Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

Dear Judge Zagel: 

My name is Dawn M. Johnson and I am writing on behalf of the former governor Rod 
Blagojevich and his upcoming resentencing. I am an African American female educator 
in the Evanston Skokie School District and the owner of a small company, Twilight 
Press. I am also a Walden University doctoral student in Public Administration and 
Leadership. 

I have never met Mr. Blagojevich in person but I have lived under his leadership. I have 
always admired his love for his wife and children and his devotion and faithfulness to the 
family. In these circumstances, the family is affected the most. As a person whose dad 
was not there during the time when I needed him, I can still feel the level of impact 
growing up without the presence of my father in the home. Foremost, for the sake of the 
children, I am requesting leniency. 

Please allow Mr. Blagojevich another chance to live up to his God-given potential and to 
become the person he should be especially in being there in the home as the father to his 
two children and the husband of his wife, Patti. 

I want to thank you for taking the time to give my letter some consideration. May God 
bless and direct you as you give consideration to my request for leniency. 

?:}~~ 
Dawn M. Johnson, B.A., M.S., Doctoral Student 
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June 28, 2016 

Honorable Judge James B. Zagel 

United Sta~ District Court 

Northern District of Illinois 

219 S. Dearborn Street 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Dear Judge Zagel: 

EDWARD M. SMITH 
PRESIDENT & CEO 

Ullico Inc. 
162.5 Eye Street. NW 
Washington. DC 20006 
202.682.6602 tel 
esmitti@ullico.com 

It is my understanding that a resentencing hearing will be held In your Courtroom on August 9, 2016, for 

former Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich. I am writing to respectfully request your consideration of a 
reduced sentence to the time he has already served. 

During his tenure in office, Governor Blagojevich was a great friend to working men and women 

throughout the State. He promoted the passage of laws and enactment of regulations that protected 

employees in the workplace and raised their standard of living. I know of his efforts in this regard, 
because as a labor union official in Illinois during Governor Blagojevich's tenure, I worked with him on 
these issues. 

I hope that you will take his many positive attributes and accomplishments into account as you make 
your decision. Thank you In advance for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

() 1') (j . 
I I . 

. f:-.·~vv-. r, / .. ,_,._...._ :<~-~ 
Edward M . Smith 

President & CEO 

lllllica 
SOLUTIONS FOfl THE UNION WORKPIACE 

SPECIALTY INSURANCE I INVESTMENTS 
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June 19, 2016 

Honorable Judge James B. Zagel 
United States District Court 
Northern District of Illinois 
219 S. Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

Dear Judge Zagel: 

I am a friend of Rod and Patti Blagojevich. Patti and I were college roommates at the University 
of Illinois, and have remained close friends ever since. I have known Rod since the onset of their 
counshlp. Now married for over two decades, Patti and Rod have experienced joyous occasions 
and weathered incredible challenges. Through it all, Rod has remained a loving and devoted 
husband and father. 

I am writing today to ask for leniency for Rod at his resentendng. Rod has been incarcerated for 
over four years, and has missed the day-to-day joys of spending ttme with his wife and watching 
his daughters grow up, in addition to being away for countless special occasions. While 
incarcerated, Rod has been a model community member and has enriched the lives of other 
inmates by teaching cours:es on the Civil War. 

Please give Rod the opportunity to return home to his family as soon as possible so that, in 
addition to being a loving and Intellectual presence, he can be a physical presence In the lives of 
his wife and daughters. Being home would also give Rod an opportunity to contribute to his 
community In a posrtive way. 

In addition to being a loving husband and father, Rod has always been a kind and dedicated 
friend. I reaching out on his behalf as a friend, and I appreciate your a>nsideration of this 
request. 

Respectfully, 

Elizabeth McCollum 
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May 23, 2016 

Honorable Judge James B. Zagel 
United States District Court 
Northern District of Illinois 
219 S. Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

Dear Judge Zagel: 

Jo Ann Gabriele 

I went to the same high school as Rod Blagojevich. It was Foreman High School, class of 1975. We were so honored to 
have one of our alumni become the Governor of the State of Illinois and we knew that one of our own would get things 
done in our state, especially for the children and the elderly. 

Rod was always the one to get things done, get things organized. I ran into him in Springfield during the opening of the 
Lincoln Memorial Museum. I spoke of fears of abuse ~n the public aid healthcare. At the time I worked for a doctor's 
office in that serviced public aid recipients. 

Many of the patients had no identification. 95% of the patients had no citizen identity. This employer would often ask 
employee's to hold their checks for two weeks so his money would clear. Many of the patients would use the same public 
aid cards and the same names. The doctors in the office would see an average of 90- 125 patients per day. I must say, it 
was the hardest job I had ever encountered in my 48 years of working. It was awful! 

I told Rod Blagojevich about this abuse and Rod asked me to call his office on the following Monday. I was afraid lo do 
this because I worked at this medical facility. I had children of my own at home to shelter and feed. Rod Blagojevich had 
started an investigation. People who were abusing and wronging this state must have found out. (t is my true belief that 
they framed Rod Blagojevich who was trying to frame them. 

Rod Blagojevich risked it all when he started his mvesdgations. Unfortunately, his arrogance at the time and attitude all 
turned on him. He trusted the ones who he thought would stop the illegal activities within the State of lllinois. And now 
he is sitting in jail for a crime he didn' t even commit. 

I do not know one person who hasn't incriminated themselves on a telephone, even if they only spoke in jest. He didn't do 
what he said he wanted to do. This man grew up in a poor to middle class neighborhood. He worked hard to get into 
office. He Jived in a Chicago Brick bungalow because he didn't need to live in a fancy Governor' s mansion. He didn 't 
want to be under the control of corruption in this state. He loves his wife Patti and his children dearly. He is suffering 
being away from them, and they are suffering being away from him. He is a very thoughtful and compassionate man. He 
would give the shirt off his back to a desperate person in need without hesitation . He is very much missed by his friends 
and family. We are praying daily for justice as served so that he may go on with his life, and be with his family and 
friends once again. 

Thank you for your time and consideration, I remain, 

Best regards, 

~ ..... 
.~v ~ tL.-~;4o-~L-<X)Q__. 

Jo Ann Gabriele 
Customer Service Representative 
JG/jg 
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June 7, 2016 

Honorable Judge James B. Zagel 
United States District Court 
Northern District of Illinois 
219 S. Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

Dear Judge Zagel: 

I am writing on behalf of former governor Rod Blagojevich. I understand he will be re-sentenced on August 9, 
2016. I am respectfully requesting that you greatly reduce Mr. Blagojevich's sentence. 

I did not vote for him but did follow the events that were occurring at the time of his arrest and court appearances 
and trial. While he may have used poor judgment in some of his conversations and actions, I do not think he meant 
anyone harm nor was it his intention to degrade the government in any way. 

I just heard on Chicago news last night that a man was sentenced to 15 years in prison for a murder charge. In 
comparison Mr. Blagojevich did not do bodily harm to anyone and I don't believe anyone truly suffered because of 
his actions. I do not condone wrongdoing but bearing in mind that there are others who hold public office who have 
not performed 100% within the laws or code of conduct at all times, I feel it unfair for him to spend his entire 
sentenced time in prison. From what is reported, it seems that Mr. Blagojevich has been a model prisoner and is 
helpful and encouraging to other inmates and respects employees of the prison. 

The following two quotes from President Obama regarding sentences he has commuted reflect the value of second 
chances which I believe Mr. Blagojevich deserves. He was a compassionate governor and I think had the peoples' 
best interests at heart: 

"The power to grant pardons and commutations ... embodies the basic belief in our democracy that people deserve 
a second chance after having made a mistake in their lives that led to a conviction under our laws. 11 

I believe America is a nation of second chances, and with hard work, responsibility, and better choices, people can 
change their Jives and contribute to our society. 11 

And Judge Zagel, there is certainly the family matters of the heart that I hope will be considered. There is a loving 
wife and two sweet daughters that need their husband/father back in their lives. I know many would say "he should 
have thought of that before" and rightfully so but many of us get caught up in the hub bub of the working world and 
don't think ahead to our consequences. I am sure that given a second chance Mr. Blagojevich would be a near 
model citizen and a help to others .. 

This letter comes straight from my heart your Honor. I know we have to be responsible for our actions. I hope that 
the "make an example" of him that was prevalent from some people will have no bearing on your decision. I thank 
you in advance for you time and consideration. God bless you. 

Sncerely, ' n r 

,:UI01l\ 'f ~'·0 
P~g; ~a~linb 
PP/JH 
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Rhonda M. Reid 

Honorable Judge James B. Zagel 
United States District Court 
Northern District of Illinois 
219 South Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

Dear Judge Zagel, 

June 12, 2016 

I am writing this letter of support on behalf of defendant Rod Blagojevich, former governor of 
Illinois. I wish to express my deepest concern on his conviction back in 2011. I am a strong 
supporter of Rod Blagojevich . lhave always consider Rod as being such a good person as well 
as faithful, devoted man. I feel somehow injustice has been done and that the sentencing of him 
was rather harsh and too long . Being a Christian person, I understand that we are all sinners yet 
there was much injustice done in this system. I believe that a person such as Rod is such a good 
person at heart and did not deserve to have this harsh sentence done. I question, there are more 
eviJ and criminal wrongdoing in this system. yet there has been so much leniency done to those 
who committed much worse crime such as murder and rape; yet Rod did none of that. I am very 
proud to admit that I have shown continuous moral support to his loving and devoted wife Patti 
and their two daughters. My heart really goes out to his family who has also suffered. Please 
µnderstand how his owq wife, daughters, relatives, and supporters are also in our own prison as 
well as Rod is. This is especially when a person really cares for that other person, he/she suffers 
along with that person. 

I feel that his re-sentencing should be taken upon consideration and that his time in jail should be 
reduced excessively. I really felt he has served his time and deserves to be back home to his 
family and to friends and others who have loyally supported him. I do pray that you and God will 
have mercy on him and really consider about his sentencing. I along with others have been 
continuously reaching out to Patti showing support and feeling that injustice has really been 
done. Overall, Rod has been very strong • courageous, and faithful throughout this entire ordeal 
and being incarcerated. I am very moved and fascinated on the numerous amount of support 
from people outside who have expressed such feelings on how this was wrong on how Rod was 
mistreated. Prayers and support are still pouring in on behalf of Rod Blagojevich. Therefore, I 
am requesting, won't you please take consideration and have mercy? Please accept my letter of 
support and petition on his upcoming re-sentencing 09 August 2016 upon consideration. Thank 
you. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~~Rt_j 
Rhonda M. Reid 
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Jan Schakowsky 
9th D1stnct 

lll inois 

Mr. Len Goodman 
53 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Suite 1650 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Dear Mr. Goodman. 

Member of Congress 
Washington, D.C. 

202-225-21 11 

Tam writing to you in reforence to your client and my friend, Rod Blagojevich. I served with Rod in the Illinois 
General Assembly from 1992 • 1996. We became friends, working together on issues that helped Chicago's 
working families, senior citizens, and children. We spent many hours together on the House fioor, chatting 
about politics, families, and fun. I found Rod to be a good man whose heart was in the right place -- and despite 
his obvious mistakes - I still do. 

I supported Rod when he ran for Congress in 1996 and joined him there when I was elected in 1998. Rod was a 
leader in the fight against gun violence. In both 2002 and 2006, I very 
publicly campaigned for Rod in both his elections for Governor. 

When most people remember Governor Rod Blagojevich, they probably think about the events surrounding his 
arrest and trial. But I think about the many progressive policies h e implemented including death penalty reform 
(with lllinois Senator Barack Obama), Kid Care (health care for ALL Illinois children), LGBT rights, increased 
education fundiog, women's access to birth control, and, yes, ethics refonn. 

Rod spoke with pride and affection about his wife and girls, who were born and growing during his public 
service. I know all four of the Blagojevich's are suffering and struggling through the more than four years of 
Rod's incarceration. missing being together for graduations .. birthdays and anniversaries. Four years is a long 
time in the life of a child, a long time to be away from a father she loves. Because he has been in Colorado, 
visiting opportunities have been limited. 

Roel, a person with a naturally positive demeanor, has been a model prisoner, teaching and helping and probably 
entertaining the other inmates. 

l take very seriously the role of public servant and elected official , and it's true that Rod did not always measure 
up, but he also did much good for many people in our state. Rod Blagojevich made serious mistakes and he and 
his family have already paid a heavy price for them. It is my great hope that the court takes this into 
consideration and allows Rod Blagojevich to be reunited with his family at the earliest time possible. 

Case: 1:08-cr-00888 Document #: 1234 Filed: 07/11/16 Page 141 of 141 PageID #:28101




