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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS
EASTERN DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, )

) No. 08 CR 888
Plaintiff, )
) Honorable James B. Zagel
Vs. ) Judge Presiding
)
ROD BLAGOIJEVICH, )
)
Defendant. )

EXHIBIT A
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Dear Honorable Judge Zagel,

I have some difficulty reading and writing sc I am having another inmate
help me write this letter on Mr Blagojevich's behalf,

My name is and I am a 63 year old man serving a l4 year
sentence for possession and distribution of methamphetamine. I am currently
serving out my sentence in the Federal Prison Camp in Englewood Colorado
with former Governmor Rod Blagojevich.

Mr. Blagojevich was my teacher in the GED class. I have not had much
formal education, especially in math and reading, and only went as far as
the 3rd grade., Mr, Blagojevich helped me a lot, He really cares about other
people and you can tell he really wants you to succeed. He has always been
kind 2 patient with me,

I know that he 1s about $e be resentenced and that is why I am writing.
He 1s a devoted family man and has paid a heavy price being away from his
wife and daughters. It Is my opinion me is a good honorable man and should be

home with hils family.

Sincerely,

Federal Prison Camp- Englewood
8595 W. Quincy Ave.
Littleton, CO 80123
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July 2, 2016

Honorable Judge Zagel,

I have a difficult time reading and writing sc 1 am havlng another immate
help me with this letter.

I never had much of a chance to get an educatlon and Mr. Blagojevich has
helped me try to get my GED. He helped me with my math as well as with my
reading.

I have known Mr, Blagojevich, some of us call him "The Gov", about & year
and a half. Since he came to the camp he has been a nice man, always polite and
respectful, He is humble and always willing to help. 1 know he has helped a
lot of people besides me.

When he was helping me in the GED class he was very patient and teok the
time to explain to me how to solve some of the problems. And 1t was kind of
good to see that on some of the harder math questions he'd have to get help
himself. He wasn't afrald to let some of his students know that on some
questions any better than we did. I will always remember the jcke he made when
he got a math question wrong and told the class "Well, you guys should take note
of this and be encouraged.. If I could be Governor, some of you guys could be
President." He was humble and never made any of us that sold drugs feel like
he was better than us.

I wish him the best and hope he can get home to his family.

Stneerelw.

9595 W. Quincy Ave
Littleton, CO 80123
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To: Judge Zagel
From:

Re: Character Reference for Rod Blagojevich

Dear Judge Zagel,

It is my understanding that former Governor Rod Blagojevich is
in the process of being resentenced. With that in mind I wanted so share
with you my thoughts about his character.

I am a fellow inmate with Mr, Blagojevich at the Federal Prison Camp
in Englewood Colorado serving a sentence for conspiracy to distribute meth.
Regardless of the nature of my offense he treats me with respect. He really
is a good guy, always up-beat and especially helpful.

You can really tell someones character by how they treat others, especlally
those that have been less fortunate and Mr. Blagojevich treats everyone with
the patience and dignity they deserve. He never snubs anyone and is very humble,

I belleve he would be an upstanding citizen and doing much more for our
soclety out there than in this prison.

Sincerely, .

Federal Prison Camp
9595 W. Quincy Ave.
Littleton, CO 80123
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Honcrable Judge Zagel,

My name is ~and T am incarcerated with Mr.
Rod Blagojevich. He has asked me to write a letter on his
behalf.

I have known Mr Blagojevich for approximately a year and a
half. He has always been very nice, friendly and works in

the law lipbrary. I got to know Rod when he was a GED tutor
and helped me learn some of the things I needed for my GED.

He and I are both regulars at the Christian meetinggsome inmates
hold every evening at 5:30. The Governcor is there a lot, and

he has given talks there that are very interesting. I have
learned a leot from those talks and he inspired me to keep

trying to be my best. He inspires many guys here in the camp
that same way. His talks are mostly about people in history

that have fallen, but went on to do good things. He would

tell us to learn from those examples and try to do the same

in our 1lives.

He is a good man and he really loves his family. And I pray
that everything works out for him.

Sincerelv.

Federal Correctional Camp- Englewocod
9595 W. Quincy Ave
Littleton, CO 80123
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July 3, 2018
Dear Honorable Judge Zagel,

I have difficulty reading and writing and am therefore having another
person help me with the letter.

I am incarcerated at the Federal Prison Camp in Englewood Colorado
with former Governor Rod Blagojevich. He asked me to wite a character
letter on his behalf. I first met the former Governor when he was a tutor
in the GED class. He took a real interest in me and the other guys in
the class. I could tell that he really wanted to help and make sure we
passed out GED tests. I'm still working on mine.

He 1s a very nice man and he always takes an interest in my health.
I have many health problems including my heart and I have a glass eye.

He has helped me with a lot of things and helps a lot of the other guys
too.

I have know him for almost a year and a half., He is always asking
me about my family and I can tell he cares very much about his wife and
his daughters. He is a good family man.

I know his 18 going up for resentencing and I hope for him and his

family the very best.

Sincerely,
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To Honorable Judge Zagel,

My name is and I am incarcerated with Red
Blagojevich at the camp in Englewood Ceolorado., I was transferred
here in May of this year from Marion Illincis so I have known
Mr. Blagojevich for about 6 weeks. I was convicted on a cocaine
conspiracy case and given a 72 month sentence, of which I
have completed 7 months,

I am a convicted drug offender and to Mr. Blagojevich
I am given the utmost respect, just like everyone else. That
has been the thing that has impressed me the most, he could
have shunned me and kept to himself and with the other white
collar offenders but he doesn't., He respects us all and treats
us all as equals. To me that has been the biggest eye opener,
this man is of the highest moral character. He was at the
top level of politics,and all that goes along with that,and
now he is in prison with so many true felons and he accepts
that as fate, with his head held high, noc ego, no arrogance
and most importantly with humble humility.

As I struggle with my situation,being apart from my family,
he gives me comfort and advice on how to cope with the adversity
and still maintain those family ties.

I cannot express enough he has helped me and made me
rethink my stereotypes about him and people like him. Before
meeting him I would have thought that someone with his background
would not have even wanted to acknowledge me, but the opposite
is true. He wants to help, offer advice and constant encouragement,

As an average Joe convicted drug offender I ask that
you really lock into this man's heart and how much he has

changed for the better,

Sincerely,

Federal Prison Camp- Englewood
9595 W. Quincy Ave.
Littleton, CO 80123
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September 4, 2015

Judge Zagel

Dear Judge Zagel,
I am writing this letter in suppert of Rod Blagojevich.

When I first heard that a Governor was coming to Englewvod Camp 1 thought
"Oh great. " I'm a drug offender and figured I would have nothing in common
with Bod. In tbe year that he has been here bhe has become a friend of mine.
He 15 very humble snd outgoing. He talks about famlly alot. If someone agks
bim a question he has no problem snswering and helping othere. He stlil
expresses his bellef in the povernment, He 18 truly a genulne mem and 1 am
proud to consider him my friend.

Sincerelv.
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September 4, 2015

Judge Zagel

Dear Judge Zagel:

It is with great pleasure that I'm writing on hehove of my friend and co-worker
Mr. Rod Blagojevich.

Mr. Blagojevich, bhas worked with me for a year now here at FPC Englewood Federal
Prison Camp Law Library. It has been a great pleasure and privilege to work with
Mr, Blagojevich, whn has rruly erxemplified a great work ethic and a impeccahle
team splrit in the Law Library.

As I've indlcated before 1t im a great pleaswre working wirth Mr. Blagojevich,
who 1 personally feel is a humbled man now, a very loving family man, and has
truly learned a wvalwable legson from this emperience. And to see a man of his
stabture and pedigree [rom o high office popitrion in cur Govermment system humble
himself, and who still believes In our AmeTicen Legal system and our Ffounding
fatherg core foundational principals, and eontinues to maloptain s positive
attitude and have a great influence on other inmates is truly a hlessing.

Furthermore, I'm alsc elared how Mr. Blagojevich has redeemed the time wisely
durieg hils Incarceration; for example hls tremendoun drive working out his body
and mind, reading, writing apd fellowshippiog with other Immotes.

In cloping, I strongly recommend Mr. Blogojevich for any conmideratlon from our
judicial courk gystem.

S.‘[Ill’: Bre].}f »

Co— Worker Englewwod law Library
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September 5, 2015

Subject: Mr. Rob Blagojevich

Honorable Judge Zagel,

I'm writing this letter in support of Ex-governor Blagojevich. First, T
would brlefly say, that I'm also an inmate and that I was charge May 25, 2011
with three counts of wire fraud. I was 67 vears at the time. Prior to that
charge, I had no criminal record. I worked for the U.S. Government for 22 years
as a nuclear electriclan; for the Navy and for G.S5.A. as a building mailntenance

manager. L held a secret security clearance,

I have known Mr. Blagojevlch for just over three years. In that time T have
wltness to him becoming increasingly humble and he is empathic with others. Mr.
Blagojevich works with undereducated Inmates on a daily basis, helplng them
learn, He's a devoted family man and he talks about hils children and wife with

great affection and concern.

He has been and 1s my friend. We spend time talking about government and
the direction our nation 1is moving, both nationally and in foreign policy. He

is a strong man with strong convictions and a good heart.

I knew him in prison, before camp, where I took several history classes
from him. I found Mr. Blagojevich to be a giving and dedicated teacher. He is
motivated.

Please conslder my comments to be sincere.

Regards,

-
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September 14, 2015

Judge Zagel:

Dear Judge Zagel:

I am moat pleased to write a character reference for Mr. Bob
Blagojevich.

I have Iknown Mr. Rob Blagojevieh, for about one year. He’s been a great
pleasure to be around, and a tremendous asset here at Englewood Cemp. He atill
expresses hin belief in cur legal system and ou¥ Government system.

He is truly a genuine and humbled man, and I'm proud to consider him my friend,

In addition, since 1've known Mr. Blagojevich he has been very diligent im
redeaming the time wisely.

In cloaing, I stromgly recommend Mr. Blagojevich for any congideration from
our judicial rourt system.

Sincerely.

Fellow Inmate
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Dear Judge Zagel, Yéar,

My name is . I am currently serving a 30‘gentence.
I have spent the last 13 months serving my sentence with Rod Blagojevich. During
that time, I have known him to be a nice man.

During that time, I have known him to be a2 nice man. He treats everyone with respect,

he has always been kind to me. And T know that he has been helpful to a lot of people
here.

T hope your Honor can take into account my opinion of Mr. Blagojevich.

Sincerely,
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Re: ROD BLAGOJEVICH

Ta: Henorable Judge Zagel

This statement is made concaming the person and charactar of Rod Blagajevich, hbased on the personat knowladge of myself
(Joffrey Steele} as experiencad during our mutuai ime spent at both the FCI-Englewaood {iow secunty} and itz Satellite Camp in
Littletan, Colamado over appraximatsly the last four {4} years

During Yime spent at the Bureau of Prison's Facililies, ii‘ is intended that a person transform himsel and his charactsr for the
batterment of himseif {specifically} and Society {in general). Rod Blagajevich has done beth in an exemplary fashion.

In pertormanca of his job duties in ihe Education Department and Law Library at both Englewond Iocations, Mr. Blagejevich has
continuously baen helpful and.oulgoing ta those with whom he has coma in contact. Whether it has been in providing moral
support and/or research assistance in matiers concerning their fegal or personal issues, Mr. Blagoievich has been a listening
oar and helpful frisnd o lhose needing his assistance. Furthermare, his broed knowledge-and various iifa experiences have
bean both enlightening and educalional to thase individitals who need o reform themselves, espaciatly whila they are
soparated from their nommai support group of Family and Friends.

[ havs no doubt that Rod Blagojevich will cantinue (o De a vatued asset to Sodiety upon his refease from the prison
environmeni.
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Daar Your Honot,

| am writing you this letter in regards o Rod Blagoyavich. | have been incarcarated with the former Govemor for the last 40
monthe, § am just writing Yo lat you know my thoughts and feefings on the former Gavermnor.

| was vary suspicious of him and what he is and was aii about when he first got hers to the camp in Englewaod. My
suspicions where wrong and | am happy to admii that. Ha is a very honast and caring man. He never ists anyone feel disiiked
of ieft out. if this is the way he acts in hese | don't sea how he waouid have acled any differant on the streets. How can a man
that is s0 honest and caring have dona anything wrong {o the peapie of iliinois. After knowing him | find it hard to betisve that
the things that he is accused of duing could have happened. it seems to me that aif poliliclans do what he is acoused of doing.

| ask you o pieass go light on his sentense as he has dona nothing that other Polilicians do in ordar to run this couniry,  think
that you can understand that fo get somsthing done there are compromises thai must be made. | beiieve that the choices that
he made were for the batter of the peopie of Ilincls and in no way waie breaking the faw.

Pleass conaider my words and the words of others and have lenfency on Mr, Biagoyavich, He is a goed and honest man and
doesn't not deserve 1o be in pnson wasting his good qualities. Ha shouid be using them out in the free world where he belongs,

Thank you,
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Judge Zagel, March 29,2016

This letter of character reference is 1n regards to Mr. Blagojevich.

I have known Mr. Blagojevich since I arrived here at F.P.C.
Englewood. He is a wonderful & compasslonate man whe truly does care about
others. Mr. Blagojevich attends weekly bible study services along with a number
of other inmates here and contributes his participation in some profound

topilcs, also his sincere counseling to some here who are in need of an uplifting
word of encouragement. Humility & charisma are his most prominent tralts that

he exhibits on a daily basis. He is the clerk in the law library and is always
willing to assist anyone in navigating the Lexus/Nexus electronic law library
system.

On a personal level Mr. Blagojevich 1s a true friend and a caring individual
who has always has time for a friend in need. It is my hope that this brief letter
will shed a bit cof insight on what a wonderful friend and good man Rod Blagojevich
has been to me, and I hope he gets a chance at freedom. Thank you for your time

Your Honor.

Sincerely,

FPC Englewood
9595 West Quincy Avenue
Littleton, Colorado 80123
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Federal Prison. Camp Englewood
9595 West Quincy Ave,
Littleton, Colorade 80123

March 29, 2016
Dear Honorable Judge Zagel;

My name 1is l, T am writing this letter on behalf
of Rod Blagojevich. I was born and raised on the Westside of Chicago.
I am currently incarcerated at the Federal Prison Camp on the
Englewood Compound, located in Littleton, Colorado.

I arrived here shortly after Mr. Blagojevich. Since my arrival,
Mr. Blagojevich has been nothing short of kind and helpful to me,
Just recently, he sat down all day with me, and helped me fill out
my Clemency Application and supporting letters. Mr. Blagojevich
works 1ln the library/law library. He is always bringing me positive
and productive books or literature that help me stay positive and
think about my past mistakes in life. I am sure all of these books
will help me reenter society with a different out~look on life,
upon my releasge.

I really appreciate all the things he does for me and others,
who are in the same situation as myself. It is not just me he helps,
he tries to help anyons on the Compound who needs help., If he is
not working with someone in the law library, he is working with them
in the gym or on the track. He 1ls just a real glving person, and he
never asks anyone, for something in return.

T would just like to say, that I am sc happy I had a chance to
meet and become friemds with Mr. Blagojevich, He has really helped
me openh my eyes up to things in my life that caused me €0 come to
prigon. I really appreciate our talks, they truly have got me on a
totally diferent path in life. He listens, and he also, comes up
with such positive out-comes, that I never even thought about, when
I was a free man. Mr. Blagoievich ls an extracrdinary man, and I
would 1like to thank the Lord, for putting him in my life.

Sincerely Yours,
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To: Judge Zagel
Subject; Rod Blagojevich

Your Honorable Judge Zagel i am writing this letter for Rod Blagojevich | met Rod the very first day he arrived at the FCl in

at the prison, we did spend time together becatise we are both white collar inmates. Rod was very helpful to allot of the inmates
he was always willing to give tatks during the ace classes we ran. for example we did a class on civics and he was very helpful
and more then willing to help us with the class. | am now at the Camp with Rod again ad we both work for Education and we
are both working with inmates to help them with there programming to se if we can do as much as we can to help them get out
and have a new start in life Just like we want. | just thought you should know your Honor that Rod dose allot for other inmates in
the education Department.

Sincerely

3/za/1¢
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July 3, 2016

Honorable Judge Zagel,

My name is and I am currently incarcerated at the
Federal Prison Camp in Englewood Colorado with Rod Blagojevich. I am a
60 year old man and am completely disabled.

I never knew him inititally, I'm from the State of Wyoming, but I
found out a few days later that he was the former Governor of Illinols.
From that day forward I've called him "The Govermor". I have always found
him to be concerned about my health.

The Governor regularly participates in the Christlan group meetings
we have here at the camp. He even gave a presentation recently about former
President Nixon. The Governor told the story using his sense of humor
which is at times self deprecating.

T understand that he is returning to court for resentencing and T
wish him the best,

Sincerely,

Federal Prison Camp Englewood
9595 W. Quincy Ave
Littleton, CO 80123
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05565 W, Quincy Ave.
Littleton, CO B0123%
April 3, 201€
To the Honorable Judge Zagel,

Judge Zagel, thank you for allowipg me to share with you my experlences
with Rod Blagojevich who I have known these past two years. I am a Federal
inmate serving a sentence for drug charges here at Englewood Camp. When I
first met Rod Blagojevich he came up to me and introduced himself, 1
immediately came to appreciate his kindness and positive attitude, Rod
regularly acks me if there is anything I need or iIf I need help with
anything. This is very important tao me because of my physiral disabilities
and issues 1 have with wmy mobility.

I would describe Rod as a helpful, caring individual who is easy ta get
along with. I wish everyone in prison was as pleasant to be around as he
is. He seems to understand people at all different levels no matter what

a persocn's crime or background was. Because we both enjoy watching sports
and football, I appreciate his good sportsmanship even if his favorite
team loses. {By the way, don‘t tell the fine folks in Chicago that Rod
Blagojevich enjoys watching the Dallas Cowboysi} Many inmates get
emotipnally upset if they team loses, but Rod always believes in hope
for the next season. That brings me to another thing I find rare. Unlike
many of the men I meet, Rod Blagojevich is not angry about how the Federal
Government hacs treated him. He still speaks about the country being a
great nation and he believes the Judicial system our country has will
eventually work things out o he can be restored to his family.

Amcong the many men I have met here, I appreciate men of character
like Rod Blagojevich who "keeps it real."™ Wo phony bullshit or none of
the prison type games many men try to pull on each other. Because I
also spend much of my time in the library because I enjoy reading, I
often see Reod working in our library because he works the evening shift.
He enjoys reading and talking about history and 1s inspiring to those
of us who need hope., In prison, hope is something hard to find.

Your Heonor, I know you are a very busy man 5o I will close for now.
Thank you for your time, may God give you wisdom in every court case

you deal with. I know it is not an easy job you have.

Sincerely,
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November 11-02-2015

Dear Judge Zagel:

My name 1is I am 29 years old and an inmate at the
Englewood Prison Camp. I have served with Mr. Blagelevich for nearly a year.
I didn't know him too well but T can say that he was always friendly and
respectful. He keeps himself .busyrunning on thetrakk, exercising, reading and
working In the law library and as a tutor. I never saw him be anything but

respectful the entire time I served with him.

I wish him well.

Sincerely,
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June 20, 2016
Honorable Judge Zagel,

I am currently roommates with Rod Blagojevich at the Federal Prison
Camp in Englewood Colorado. He and T were also roommates Inside the fence
at the Federal Correctional Institution- Low in Englewood. I have had the
first hand experience of seeing Rod improve the lives of many incarcerated
men, but I have also had Rod's help in coming to terms with the laws T have
broken and how to improve myself as I move forward In my life.

Mr. Blagojevich is an Ineredibly talented and inspirational man with
a true moral compass. In the three years T have known him I have seen an
evolution and maturity that our Justice System should hope could be accomplished
by all incarcerated individuals. Rod is humble, empathetic and takes a
personal iInterest in helping fellow inmates succeed. A specific example
of Rod's genuine desire to help people occurred shortly after we met at
the FCI-Low in Englewood. Some of the younger inmates, predominately
uneducated underprivileged minorlties were about to be released. Rod
volunteered his own time to conduct mock job interviews with them in the
band room. He would follow-up a few days later, after they'd completed
the assigned homework, and spend one on one time with them usually walking
laps of the track perfecting their interview skills. With these men preparing
to re-enter the workplace, Rod wanted nothing more than to help them succeed.
I could site many examples like this in the years I have known him. Helping
people goes way beyond making a conscious decision to do so, it's in his
DNA. He's genetically predisposed to make the world a better place.

His formal mandated prison work has been a combination of adult continuing
education, GED tutoring, and currently working in the law library. All his
positions have afforded him the opportunity to not only help the other inmates
become better people and prepare them for reentry to society, but it has also
given Rod a clear picture of when laws have been broken, and when moral
ethical and social trust has been breached.

Personally Rod has inspired me to seek opportunities to help people
whenever faced with the chance. Rod has many talents and his greatest is
the ability to inspire everyone he encounters to be the very best version of

them self. His talents are being utilized here, but giving Rod the ability to
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reenter the community immediately will do everyone in that community a
tremendous service, Xeeping Rod incarcerated just keeps him from the next
chapter in his lifej helping the people of Chicapo, Illincis, and the United
States. Rod has paid an enormous price over the past 4+ years and so have
hia wife and two daughters. He's been punished enough, our society has
wielded justice, Jt's time for this to end and Rod return to his family.

It"s in the hest interest of everyone.

Sincerely,

Federal Prison Camp- Englewoacd
9595 W. Quincy Ave.
Littleton, CO 80123
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July 1, 2016

Honorable Judge Zagel,

My name is « I am 30 years old and an inmate at the Englewcod
Prison Camp in Colorado. I come from Texas. I am Incarcerated with

Rod Blagojevich. I have known him at this camp for a few months.

A lot of the guys at the camp call him "The Gov". He's a really nice guy, very
easy golng, and you'd never know he was a Governor. He helps a lot of people
and is always upbeat and positive. I always see him working out 1n the weight

room or running on the track.

When I first got here and first met him he was friendly and asked me 1f I needed
anything. He's asked me about my background and my family and shows a real
Interest in the things in my life. I was surprised he even knew the name of

the High School, Permian, in my home town. He's the kind of guy that really

cares about other people.

I know he is going back to court and I hope you could consider the goodness of

this man. I wish him all the luck in the world.

Sincerely,
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October 20, 2015

Judge Zagel

Dear Judge Zagel:

Letter of Recommendation

My name is » and I'm writing on behalf of my friend and GED Instructor
Mr. Rod Blagojevich.

I have been acquainted with Mr. Blagojevich for eleven months; he was my GED Instructor
in January 2015, to March 2015, he was very instrumental in me getting my GED.

I have successfully completed my GED and continue to have a great relationship with

Mr. Blagojevich. It has been a great pleasure knowing Mr, Blagojevich. He is a true
believer in our American Justice System and tries to help others as much as he can.

He happens to be a very kind caring person that tries to give back and teach others
‘the .ggme morals.and values.

Furthermore, I'm alsc inspired by Mr. Blagojevich time management. He seems to do
his time very well by exercising, reading and tutoring GED students, and lastly
fellowshiping with other inmates.

In closing, it is with great pleasure to write this letter of recommendation for
my friend and fellow inmate.

Sincerely,
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October 2, 2015

Dear Judge Zagel,

My name is . I am 36 years old. My place of residents is
in Colorado Springs, Colorado, I am incarcerated at Englewood Prison Camp here
in Colorado with former Governor Rod Blagojevich.

I have known "The Gov,"

as many inmates call him, since January 2014. He
has always been polite, friendly, and respectful. He seems to get along with
everyone. He 1s a positive influence and 1s a mentor to some of the other
inmates. He has been helpful to me. I find his attitude of deallng with his
troubles to be very insplring to me. If a guy who was once a Governor can
handle his fall with the humility he shows, then I know I can deal with my

problems too.

The Governor is always active. He rums, works out, reads and always has
time to dedicate to helping others. He teaches GED and English as a second

language. He 1s a good man and I hope your Honor can show lenlency to him.

Sincerely,
1 V'
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Tot: Honorable Judge Zagel:

Reference: Rod Blagojevich
Dear Judge Zagel:

I have had the opportunity to spend a great deal of time with Mr.
Blagojevich while here in Colorado. It may be out of the ordinary for an inmate
writing a reference for another 1nmate but my experiences in life prior to my
problems have been numerous, especially in the world of business. Through the
years I met lots of Politiclans both Democratic and Republican and heard the
word of the day. 8So I am not naive in the world. I have owned and operated
partnerships with 75 different businesses, both public and private. I have been
a venture capitol investor who specialized in acquiring failing companies in

need of new management or capital. I have been very successful in turnarounds.

With the decades of experience and knowledge of people I observed a man,
who like me, has had to make the adjustment from holding a prominent position
and being extremely successful to being incarcerated, falling from the grace
with humility, good cheer and determined to learn and move on. He's been able
to have energy and enthusiasm to help others as well as keeping himself grounded
and dealing with reality of what needs to happen to be an asset to scociety
again. I have mef hig" family and spent time with them, they too like myself
can see a changefd ani ore humble and honest man. He, I believe, will bring a
positive to soclety r

detq&mined to try to do good in what is a very difficult

experience.
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FCI Englewood {"Camp")
9595 W. Quincy Ave.
Littieton, €O BQ123

Dear Honeorable Judge Zagel,

Mr. Rod Blago jevlch asked me if I would write a character refcrence
ior purposes of your Honor's review.

I have had the pleasure of knowing Mr. Blagojcvich since November of
20L4. My experience knowing him has ghown him to be very affable and easy
to talk to. I belleve him to be a wan of good character having integrity inm
his undertakings wicth others. Because of his legal background he hss glven
me good direction when I had the need of clarity on certaln legal mmtters.

It 1g my belief that society would be benefitted by his reintroductlon
into it, I belicve him to be @ man ¢f good moral character and sincere desire
to be with his wife and chilldren, who have supported him explicitly during

his absence.

Sincerely,
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9595 W. Quincy Ave.
Littleton, GO 80123

September 17, 2015
RE: Rod Blagojevich
YOUR HONOR:

My name is I graduated from the University of Denver
Law Schoel in 1975 and practiced Landlord-Tenant law in Colorado until 1990
when T moved to Las Vegas, Nevada, to start a new career in financial services.
I launched

I pled guilty
to Consplracy to Commit Tax Evasion resulting in my incarceration.

I arrived at the Englewood Prison Camp in January of 2014 where I met
Rod Blagojevich later that year when he was transferred here. We were both
assigned to the Education Department at the Camp where we worked side by side
for many months. We worked each morning M-F from 7-9 a.m. to prepare 18-20
inmate/students for their GED test. At all times, Mr. Blagojevich worked
tirelessly to assist each of the students develop their math and reading skills
for the test, With a lively wit he employed real-life storiles from his time
as Governor to keep the students attentive. He genuinely cared for these
inmates, it showed, and they were sincerely appreciative. Many of these students
were fatherless and had never recelved a teacher's one-on-one attention, by
listening to The Guv they remained motlvated and most of them passed all or part
of their GED test.

After the GED class each day, Mr. Blagojevich and T tutored two inmates,
one from Cuba and one from Iraq, tc speak English. Although the initial
language barrler was considerable, using language workbooks, we were able to
open their world one word at a time untll we could converse. Agalin, Mr.
Blagojevich poured all his energy into thls project and spent some of his free
time learning to speak Spanish himself. His background as a "people person' and
politician wasd . invaluable in keeping these inmates practicing their English
each day.

As a frlend and fellow Inmate, T would ask you to consider all the productive
services Mr. Blagojevich has to offer the public at large once he is released
from prison. He entered prison in March of 2012, so there is no question he
has felt the sting of prison life and its loss of dignity. Judges like yourself
are Increasingly creative in crafting sentences involving Home Conflnement
and community service whereby Mr. Blagojevich would still be under the supervision
of the BOP, but be 1In a2 situation that would allow him to use hls teaching and
people skills while serving as a hands-on husband and father to his family.

Mr. Blagojevich has accepted his prison situation with grace and humility.

I would hope you could find a way to allow him to be released so that he
can provide for his family and share hils generous point of view with others,

Sincerelwv.
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Hay 22; 2016

Dear Honorakle Judge Zagel,

My name is and would like to submit this letter
as a reference to the former Gavernor of Illinois, Rad
Blagajevich's character in the three years I have know him.

I first met HMr. Blagojevich in 2013 at the Federal Cerrectional
Institution in Littleton, Colorado. He was from the very first
minute very cutgoing, personable, warm and kind. It was from this
first encounter that I decided to enroll in both of the clasees
that Mr. EBlagojevich taught and facilitated while at the F.C.I.
Rod Elagojevich taught Civil War History and WwWorld war 1II
History. To no surprise, both of these classes were full of
inmates with standing room only. The content was without a deubt,
precise, enlightening and fascinating., He +taught with a
pasaionate fire and a great desire matched by no other, Mr.
Blagojevich was patient, understanding and helpful throughout
his classes and even extended his knowledge and friendship to
everone on the compound to include those times he exercised in
the gym to just walking the track and daily conversations,

I have now been transferred to the FPC {(Federal Prison Campj
at Englewood where Mr., Blagojevich 1is. He is still the same
friendly, honest and sincere man he has always been. At no time
has mr. Blagojevich ever been a threat to or a risk to anyone
inside or cutside the confines of the prison or society.

If there was ever a person deserving of a sentence reduction and
or probation or house arrest, it is undeniably Mr. Elagojevich.

Sincerely, |

Federal Prison Camp
9595 W. Quincy Ave,
Littleton, CO 80123
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TRULINCS | - Unit: ENG-C-A

Dear Judge Zagel,

| am writing this letter to you at the request of Red Blagejevich whom 1 have known for just over two years. | met Rod shortly
after he arrived at the Englewood Camp in Celorado and | found that he was Immediately friendly and went out of his way to
help me and others around him in regard to our sitieation of Incarceration. As you can guess there is often a lot of conflict and
difficulty for men in our situation and ong of the things | have come 1o admire about Rod the most is his continual optimistic
attltude about his sltuation and about life. | have seen hirn on different occasions, help other men find hope and reason to
belleve that they can still go on wilh their life and make something of themselves.

There is often 50 much doubt and fear among the men who are in prison, and mast truly believe that there is nothing ahead for
them except tc retum to their previous criminal activities. | have been in prison at different locations, for many many years now
ond ane thing that ssems to be universal is that, contrary to popular belief, the prigon system makas very little attempt ta
rehabilitete men or to help them see that change is possible. Rod tries to see past mistakes in himself and uses that to help
othare see where they have erred and could possibly changa i is certain that all of us make mistakes (some greater than
others) but that is the human condition. It is also the human condition that when a person is willing to change and makes the
effort to do so, to extend mercy to the ane who is Trying, sa that we might contribute to their change. | hope | never again find
myself in the position of fearing another parson down at the crucial moment they are willing to do bettet,

! hope that it might be possible, for the sake of Rod and his family, that mercy might he shown him, that he might salvage what
is left of the life and family he holds so dear to him. Thank you for listening to this letter, that | wish would have been written by
someone on my behalf.

Sincerely,
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Dear Judge Zagel,
My name 1s . I am 48 years old. I am an I1nmate

at the the Englewood Camp 1n Colorado. I have been at the camp for 10 months
and have served all the 10 months with the Governor. I have fellowed the rules
and reglations here. I have no incident reports.

Before I met the Governor, I never had any wishes or thoughts about educatiom.
But as the Governor explained to me, if I used my time In my prison to work to
get the educatlon T didn't have earlier in 1life, I would have more opportunities
to climb the ladder when I get out of prison. As a result of my conversations
with the Governor, I decided to take GED courses. The Governor was one of my
teachers. As of right now, I passed all my GED courses, except math. Which'I'm
currently working on right now. I am writing thilis letter to thank the Gowvernor
for pushing and encouraging me to better myself by getting an education. I also
want to thank him for the time he took to teach me.

I really like the Governor. He is a good man and I hope all goes well for him.

Sincengzzz

1 Ir Y. FIYd™
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- Englewood Faderal Prison Camp
January 21, 2016

4

RE: Comments on Rod Blagojovich

To the Honorable Judge Zagel or whom it may concerm,

Thank vou for allowlng we to share my thoughts and observations concerning Rod
Blagojovich whom I have known these past two years. His character and
inapliration has affected me in a positive way, so L-was honored when he ask me
ke put my thoughta down 1n worde. )

In this prison environmment, there 1s plenty of negativity and hopelessness
among the men here. That 15 why I've enjoyed coming into the prison camp law
library to get my dally dose of encouragement from my friend Rod Blagojovich.
As I've had to deal in my mind with the injustice I've experienced, 1t was my
friend Rod who encouraged me to not be bitter.JYuur Honor, there are many men
in Federal prison who are bitter about thelr Imprisonment cr long length of
gentence, Rod Blagojovich 1s net one of them. It la refreshing to be around
someone of hls character who may disagree with his conviction and*Flghts on with
the legal battle for justice, all the while, Rod malntains respect for the
Judicial system and our Federal government leaders.

How is that possible? I believe a part of the strength Rod Blagojovich rellen
on comes from hle spiritual growth. Te forgive and not hold regentment 1g mot
an eagy thing te do, Rod has Eaught me that 1t only harms myself to be bitter

it

about my eclrcumstance. He hag taught me that the "wheels of juatice” do turm,

even at times 1f justice seems slow in coming. -

S0 here 15 the paradox: although it har Inflicted a severe hardehip on Rod
Blagolovich and his family while he has been im prison} it has benefited other
inmates by his spiritual growth and encouragement. Your Homor, T mincerely hope
that soon Rod Blagojovich will be exonerated and relessed from prison. I believe
when Rod Blagojovich returns home he will be a tremendnus Asseb to him clty and
even our great natlon. °

I would also appreciate your prayers for all of us who are incarcerated with
in the Federal prispon system. TFlease pray that we would each clioose to follow
the example of Rod Blagojovich and wisely use our prison time to develop
spiritual disciplines as well as seeking our own. persenal growbth. As Rod
Blagejovich has often told me, "This time 18 not a waste 1f you use it for vaur
own self-improvement.”

Your Honor, thank you for taking the time to permit me to share with you my

positive experlences with Rod Blagojovich. -
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January 4, 2016

Dear Judge Zagel:

My name 1s I'm an inmate at the Federal Correctional Camp
in Englewood, Colorado. I have been incarcerated with Mr. Blagojevich the
entire 10 month period of my sentence.

Mr. Blagojevich is a good man, He 1is polite and respectful to everyome.
He has always treated me with respect. He 1s well liked by the other inmates.

He spends his time reading, running, and working out at the GYM. He work
at the Law Library where he 1s helpful to other inmates, and unlike many who
are here, never charges or accepts anything in return for the help he provides.

He has made my time much easier with the ability to have conversations ,
whether it be about old times growing up, government, politics, sports,

experiences in here, and advice how to handle it.

I wish him well when he gets out.

Sincerely,
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November 26, 2015

To Whom IT May Concern:

My name 1s and I'm an Inmate at Federal Prison Camp Englewood.
I met Rod In early Feb 2015 and was struck by what a down to earth and easy to
talk with persom he is., I have had countless talks with him as he 1s my neighbor.

Roed, is a good famlly man and a strong Christlan. I hope your Honor can send
him home to his family.
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Honorable Judge Zagel,

It 1s my honor to write this letter to attest to the character of Rod
Blagojevich. This letter is 1 am sure one of many that you will be
recelving In regard to Rod but I hope that you take a moment Lo read it.
When 1t came to my attention that Rod's attorney would like to hear from
some of his fellow immates about the time they have spent with him, I could
not have been more delighted to offer to write this letter on his behalf.

A bit about myself, my name is and T am 37 years old
and nearing the end of a ten year sentence for conspiracy to distribute
a controlled substance. It is my personal belief that a man's character

is never more on display than when he 1s placed in a position of hardship.
Rod has lost much more than many of the men that he is currently serving
with, myself included, but you would never guess it from his demeanor. He
is consistently upbeat and tries to bring out the best in the people around
him at all times. He goes out of his way to answer questions and be
helpful not only to the men he tutors and teaches in his education classes
but to other as well. It 1s a rare treat for all of us to be able to ask
questlons of a man who once held such high office and he handles these
situations with aplomb.

Rod does not wear the pain of what he has lost on the outside like many
here do. He keeps a brave face on at all times, often hidden behind a
emile as if he understands that people look to him for a bit of guidance
or directiom and he doesn't want to let anyone down. He never tries to
lead others so much as others try to follow him. He 15 a great example
of leadership for everyone here, It is my sincere hope that Rod's
character is indicative of the character of all of America's political
leaders.

Rod is a man who loves his family. He loves sports. He loves good
intellectual discussion and the exchange of ideas. He loves to help other
people. He Ioves this country even though it has treated him much more
poorly than he deserves. He 1s, in short, a leader and a good man. 1 have
never met a man more deserving of a second chance than Rod Blagojevich.
Thank you for taking the time to read thils letter.

Raasnactfullw.
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September 28, 2015

Féaeral Correctional Institute
9595 W. Quincy Avenue
Littleton, CO 80123

To Whom It May Concern:

I have known former governor, Mr. Rod Blagovich, for the past 3 years while
incarcerated at the Federal Correctional Institute In Colorado. During that

time, I have had the opportunity to engage in multiple conversations with him
regarding prison life and life in general. He has hlways been positive, suppor-
tive, and never hesitates to encourage fellow inmates to do the right thing,. -once
they are released from custody. I truly believe that he will once again be an

asset to society upon his release from custody.

Sincerely,:
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TRULINCS - Unit: ENG-C-A
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TO :Honorable Judge Zagal

ISSUE : Character Reference-Rod Blagojevich
DATE : March 13, 2016

Honoraole Judge Zagel,

| ask the court to forward the possibility that a convicted felon can give a true account of an observed character greatness
within another man; regardless if the individual giving that reference is considered to be without respected character tralts them
self, This view of a characterlass virtue being the average populace opinion.

lloceurs to me that when a small population sample believes strongly within an idea, that |dea may then be held just as
strong across {he entire population; not just restrained to the sample set. With that premise, | was in imprisoned in Chio when
Rod Bleggjevich was investigated for the crime(s) which he is imprisoned for currently.

That prison where | was incarceratod had a vary small economy of movement and recreation. It did have access, though. to
many common areas for television viewing and group table activities. Each of those areas had its own demographic population
and therefore opinions. The area [ chose to watch nightly television within {(mainfy CNN/Fax News) had a demagraphic highly
dense with business and iegal professionals from lliinois. Some were prominent within the hanking and legal/political arenas.
They are the anes wha frequently made known their personal views of current events being viewed on those televisions.

When Mr. Blagojevich's story came to be a current event, thay were favorable of him as a man because some had known
him personally or knew of him through a close connection of some sort. There opinion was common amongst them: Rod
Blagojevich was @ family man. He was also a strong supporter of his community and basically what a person would consider a
"good citizen®.

These individual(s) also knaw of the then candidale for Presidency, Presiden! Barrack Obama, &8 he climbed his way to the
position whera he is currently serving duty. This gave them a good history for retrospect on how Rod Blagojevich could have
placed himself in this situation.

There opinlon on Mr. Blago)evich's crime was mixed. They all did belleve in a common theme. That if it happened, it did so
with some type of "loss of perspective" on Mr. Blagojevich and nat something he would have really planned with great thought
or from his core value base. They affirmed that he was man that could be trusted and deserved respoct.

i write this background because it has always been my opinion, garnered through life's experiences, that when other paople
speak highly across the commeon population, then that individual being spoken of is someone whe is worth trying to mest, and if
fucky, getting to know. All of the conversations regarding how strong of a man Mr. Blagojevich is made me wonder how he
erded-up in his controversial lepal baltle. Some things just happen bacauss of a one time glitch that couldn™ be foreseen or

that can be repeated.

Monins later | was able to view Mr. Blagojevich’'s wife being par of a television reality show. Her given interview was very
compelling to watch. She staied how she balieved that her husband was an incredible father and @ community and city leader.
Her participation [n the show was to aid hia legal battle and io sustain the increasing bills that burdened their family that she
now had to solely bare.

This support of his wife and family is such a strong character reference of Mr. Blagojevich as a man and a father. It is what
maost father's wark their entire lives to achieve with their wife and children,

| wondered I | could ever have that level of respect from my wlfe, so many strangers and cemmunily. What a great thing
that would be. | knew | was lucky that | do have that support with my wife who has stayed at my side over the last 14 years of
my incarceration for ry alleged white collar crime, However, | could only wish to also heve the support of a total stranger let
alone so many from my community and city as does Rod Blagojevich. That would bg wonderful.

A few years |ator, after | worked my way to a lower security lavel, Mr. Blagojevich was transferred fo the same prison camp
where | am now ingarcerated. | have met him and we had a conversation about what | had experienced of him while in other
prisons. The same datails |'ve laid out in this letter o the caurt. _

Although Mr. Blagojevich and | do not share the same social network here, the camp is small. | am introverted by design, but
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

| interact enough with the ather inmates to know Rod Blagojevich shares the same positive opinions of him as he did from the
other locations |'ve served. | have witnessed how the officer's of the Bureau of Prisons have taken to his personality and his
respect and kindness towards others. His company is sought by many here.

| believe he really tries to be supporting of the people in this community and seems to genuinely worry about their welfare.
After a man has gone through so much disarray, hatred and social out-casting and is still able to come out of it with so much
pasitive character traits is amazing; | believe that makes a truly strong character reference for him as a man.

Tha reason | wrote this letter to the court is to support a man who is, in my opinion a positive influence on those he interacts
with. Regardless if he did or did not make a massive emar in judgment in the past, his family, community and city would benefit
from having access to his company. '

Thank you to the court and you, Honorable Judge Zagel, for the time it took to process this paper letter.
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12
P.0. Box 3949
Pensacola, FL 32516

October 6, 2015

Honorable James B. Zagel
District Judge

2588 Dirksen Building
Chicago, IL 60604

Dear Honorable Judge Zagel:

I feel it an honor to write this letter of reference for my former cellmate
Rod Blagojevich. I met him the day he came to Englewood FCI on March 15, 2012.
Shortly there after we became friends.

I don't believe there is a man alive that I respect and appreciate more than Rod.
We spent two years together. I feel like I know him as ell as my brother. I
consider him a brother and my dear friend for life.

On May 7th 2012, I found out that one of my beloved sons, had attempted
suicide by hanging himself. He survived. It was the day he received his denial
letters from Harvard and Yale, the places he had hoped he would attend college.
As you can imagine, it was devastating to me. I've been in prison for nine years
and nothing has hit me harder than that did. Rod was right there for me the whole
time. He comforted me and gave me encouragement. He wrote numerous letters to

to give him encouragement and hope. I believe those letters were most
impactful in helping him get his life back on track. is doing fine now.
Those letters are priceless to him.

Rod has also written numerous letters to my adopted eleven year old
My wife and I are eternally grateful to Rod for his love and support for
our family.

As his cellmate, I also witnessed the numerous kind acts that Rod did for other
inmates similar to myself. Countless letters he wrote to other inmate's family
members and loved ones, especially those who were suffering. Our cell was constantly
filled with inmates coming in to receive advice and encouragement from Rod. He

is the most selfless person I have known in prison. He always cared for the down-
trodden. When someone was discouraged or heard bad news from home, Rod was right
there to lift them up.

Rod was a very influential teacher in the education department to hundreds of
inmates. His lectures felt like listening to my favorite college professor. He

also spent countless hours teaching classes and doing one-on-one interviews with
inmates to help them with job reentry. He did mock interviews with them. He would
critique them and would always stress the importance of being totally honest in
interviews with future employers. I believe the help he gave these men will provide
them huge success rates in getting jobs. These are men that have never had a job
before in their lives. After spending hours with Rod, they had a confidence about
them that I know will benefit them in attaining good employment after incarceration.

Rod is the most honest man I have known. He is full of wisdom and unconditional
love for everyone. He treated all inmates equally. He was a true light and beacon
among the inmates while I was with him for two and a half years.
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(2)

I feel it an honor and pleasure to be considered his friend. It saddens me to
see him incarcerated. He is too good a man and has so much to offer the world.

Please your Honor, I plead on his behalf to please let him go home to. his wife
and children. They need him and I believe his community needs him. He has already
served three and a half years. He has paid the ultimate price and has suffered

so much along with his family.

Thank you for considering my letter. I pray it will be most beneficial to Rod
and his family. :

Sincerelv.
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September 10, 2015

Greetings,

| am writing this letter to attest that Mr. Rod Blagojevich has stood as a mentor
and model inmate during my time of incarceration. | remember before | met Rod, |
was struggling with being open-minded and having a positive attitude and often found
myself being placed in solitary confinement. He would often teach me ways to deal
with “adversity”. His statements would be, "Walter, you have to face challenges in a
more positive manner... Anger is only going to get you sent to the SHU (special
housing unit). His ability to help others showed in his behavior and courteous

“Respect for the Law!”

When Rod, first arrived on the compound he quickly obtained a job teaching,
however, like every other inmate he paid his dues in the cafeteria. He never
complained and he never was |ate for work. Never the less, he never stole a thing
from the cafeteria. He worked as a clerk in the storage room where 85% of things
would end up being stolen. For example, bags of cooked meat, onions and Kool Aid
packets could have made him very popular. One could sell these items for a month's
worth of commissary. He never stole anything and would not even take a piece of

fruit from the cafeteria.
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He obtained his respect from how he treated others and stood as an example
of humility and good character. He was dedicated to treating everyone fairly, that he
simply stopped a race riot by choosing to sit at the table dividing the racial barriers of
“chow time”. (Eating in one assigned areas based off of race is normal in the prison
system.) Mr. Blagojevich, stood for peace and true rehabilitation.

I had a chance to live in the same living quarters with Rod, when he first came
1 to prison. | observed him mediate peace talks amongst inmates having trouble.
i Some of these individuals had served over 7 years in prison. One time a fight was
l about to “break out” (about to occur) in the dorm, and the Lieutenant on duty asked
| Rod to come to the office and mediate the peace. He did so and the night went

without any altercation.

| am so grateful to have been able to just finish my time and come home to my
family. If it had not been for his constant guidance and support, | would have lost my
good time and my early release. For someone who taught school in prison, | take his
personal dedication towards making me see the reality of freedom to heart because
he made a difference in my life. | believe that he stands as a person who still has a
lot of good and kindness in his heart. He cares about others selflessly that he would
often times feed the less fortunate, dedicate his time to “give back” by teaching the
less educated, and devote each day to something positive. He is a dear friend and |

am forever grateful for his guidance. | remain

With kind regards,




Case: 1:08-cr-00888 Document #: 1234 Filed: 07/11/16 Page 132 of 141 PagelD #:28092



Case: 1:08-cr-00888 Document #: 1234 Filed: 07/11/16 Page 133 of 141 PagelD #:28093



Case: 1:08-cr-00888 Document #:.1234 Filed: 07/11/16 Page 134 of 141 PagelD #:28094

Dawn M. Johnson

June 10, 2016

Honorable Judge James B. Zagel
United States District Court
Northern District of Tllinois

219 S. Dearborn Street

Chicago, Iilinois 60604

Dear Judge Zagel:

My name is Dawn M. Johnson and [ am writing on behalf of the former governor Rod
Blagojevich and his upcoming resentencing. I am an African American female educator
in the Evanston Skokie School District and the owner of a small company, Twilight
Press. I am also a Walden University doctoral student in Public Administration and
Leadership.

I have never met Mr. Blagojevich in person but I have lived under his leadership. I have
always admired his love for his wife and children and his devotion and faithfulness to the
family. In these circumstances, the family is affected the most. As a person whose dad
was not there dunng the time when I needed him, I can still feel the level of impact
growing up without the presence of my father in the home. Foremost, for the sake of the
children, I am requesting leniency.

Please allow Mr. Blagojevich another chance to live up to his God-given potential and to
become the person he should be especially in being there in the home as the father to his
two children and the husband of his wife, Patti.

I want to thank you for taking the time to give my letter some consideration. May God
bless and direct you as you give consideration to my request for leniency.

bjly yours,

Dawn M. Johnson, B.A., M.S., Doctoral Student
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June 7, 2016

Honorable Judge James B. Zagel
United States District Court
Northern District of lllinois

219 S. Dearborn Street

Chicago, lllinois 60604

Dear Judge Zagel:

| am writing on behalf of former governor Rod Blagojevich. | understand he will be re-sentenced on August 9,
2016. | am respectfully requesting that you greatly reduce Mr. Blagojevich's sentence.

1 did not vote for him but did follow the events that were occurring at the time of his arrest and court appearances
and trial. While he may have used poor judgment in some of his conversations and actions, | do not think he meant
anyone harm nor was it his intention to degrade the government in any way.

1 just heard on Chicago news last night that a man was sentenced to 15 years in prison for a murder charge. in
comparison Mr. Blagojevich did not do bodily harm to anyone and | don't believe anyone truly suffered because of
his actions. | do not condone wrongdoing but bearing in mind that there are others who hold public office who have
not performed 100% within the laws or code of conduct at all times, | feel it unfair for him to spend his entire
sentenced time in prison. From what is reported, it seems that Mr. Blagojevich has been a model prisoner and is
helpful and encouraging to other inmates and respects employees of the prison.

The following two quotes from President Obama regarding sentences he has commuted reflect the value of second
chances which | believe Mr. Blagojevich deserves. He was a compassionate governor and ! think had the peoples’
best interests at heart:

“The power to grant pardons and commutations... embodies the basic belief in our democracy that people deserve
a second chance after having made a mistake in their lives that led to a conviction under our laws.”

| believe America is a nation of second chances, and with hard work, responsibility, and better choices, people can
change their lives and contribute to our society.”

And Judge Zagel, there is certainly the family matters of the heart that | hope will be considered. There is a loving
wife and two sweet daughters that need their husband/father back in their lives. | know many would say *he should
have thought of that before” and rightfully so but many of us get caught up in the hub bub of the working world and
don’t think ahead to our consequences. | am sure that given a second chance Mr. Blagojevich would be a near
model citizen and a help to others..

This letter comes straight from my heart your Honor. | know we have to be responsible for our actions. | hope that
the “make an example” of him that was prevalent from some people will have no bearing on your decision. 1 thank
you in advance for you time and consideration. God bless you.

u@OW 0

Peggy aulin
PPIJH

Sincerely,
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Rhonda M. Reid

June 12, 2016

Honorable Judge James B. Zagel
United States District Court
Northern District of Lllinois

219 South Dearbom Street
Chicago, Illinois 60604

Dear Judge Zagel,

T am writing this letter of support on behalf of defendant Rod Blagojevich, former governor of
Illinois. I wish to express my deepest concern on his conviction back in 2011. I am a strong
supporter of Rod Blagojevich . I-have always consider Rod as being such a good person as well
as faithful, devoted man. I feel somehow injustice has been done and that the sentencing of him
was rather harsh and too long . Being a Christian person, I understand that we are all sinners yet
there was much injustice done in this system. I believe that a person such as Rod is such a good
person at heart and did not deserve to have this harsh sentence done. 1 question, there are more
evil and criminal wrongdoing in this system, yet there has been so much leniency done to those
who committed much worse crime such as murder and rape; yet Rod did none of that, I am very
proud to admit that [ have shown continuous moral support to his loving and devoted wife Patti
and their two daughters. My heart really goes out to his family who has also suffered. Please
understand how his own wife, daughters, relatives, and supporters are also in our own prison as
well as Rod is. This is especially when a person really cares for that other person, he/she suffers
along with that person.

I feel that his re-sentencing should be taken upon consideration and that his time in jail should be
reduced excessively. 1 really felt he has served his time and deserves to be back home to his
family and to friends and others who have loyally supported him. 1 do pray that you and God will
have mercy on him and really consider about his sentencing. I along with others have been
continuously reaching out to Patti showing support and feeling that injustice has really been
done. Overall, Rod has been very strong , courageous, and faithful throughout this entire ordeal
and being incarcerated. I am very moved and fascinated on the numerous amount of support
from people outside who have expressed such feelings on how this was wrong on how Rod was
mistreated. Prayers and support are still pouring in on behalf of Rod Blagojevich, Therefore, |
am requesting, won’t you please take consideration and have mercy? Please accept my letter of
support and petition on his upcoming re-sentencing 09 August 2016 upon consideration. Thank
you.

Respectfully submitted,

Rheda ™. Ry

Rhonda M. Reid
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Jan Schekowsky Member of Cangress
Oth st Washington, D.C.
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Mr. Len Goodman
53 W. Jackson Blvd.
Suite 16350

Chicago, IL 60604

Dear Mr. Goodman,

T am writing to you in reference to your client and my friend, Rod Blagojevich. I served with Rod m ihe [llinois
General Assembly from 1992 - 1996, We became frignds, working together on issues that helped Chicago's
working families. senior citizens, and children. We spent many hours together on the House floor, chatting
about politics. families, and fun. I found Rod to be a good man whose heart was in the right place -- and despite
his obvious mistakes -- ] still do.

I supported Rod when he ran for Congress in 1996 and joined him there when [ was elected in 1998, Rod was 2
leader in the fight against gun violence. In both 2002 and 2006, I very
publicly campaigned for Rod in both his elections for Governor.

When most people remember Govermor Rod Blagojevich, they probably think about the events surrounding his
arrest and trial. But | think about the many progressive policies he implemented including death penalty reform
{with Illinois Senator Darack Obama). Kid Care (health care for ALL Illinois children), LGBT rights, increased
education funding, women's access to birth control, and, yes, ethics reform.

Rod spoke with pride and affection about his wife and girls, who were born and growing during his public
service. [ know all four of the Blagojevich's are suffering and struggling through the more than four years of
Rod's incarceration, missing heing together for graduations. birthdays and anniversaries. Four years is a long
time in the life of a child, a long time to be away from a father she loves. Because he has been in Colorado,
visiting opportunitics have been limited.

Rod, a person with a naturally posidve demeanor, has been a model prisoner, teaching and helping and probably
entertaining the other inmates.

[ take very seriously the role of public servant and elected official, and it’s true that Rod did not always measure
up, but he also did inuch good for many people in our state. Rod Blagojevich made serious mistakes and he and
his family have already paid a heavy price for them. It is iny great hope that the court takes this into
coansideration and allows Rod Blagojevich to be reunited with his fumily at the earliest tilne possible.
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