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JURY QUESTIONNAIRE 

GENERAL QUESTIONS: 
 
1.    Your full name: ______________________________________________ 
 
2.    Age: ____________ 
 
3.    Are you a citizen of United States? ________________________    
 
       Are you presently serving as a grand juror? __________ 
              
       Do you have any difficulty reading or understanding English?______ 
 
       Are you presently the subject of a Conservatorship? ________ 
        
       Have you ever been convicted of any felony offense?_________________________ 
 
4. Marital status: ______________________ 
 
5.    How many children do you have? _____.  Please list the age and sex of any minor 
children.  _________________________________________________________________ 
Please list the occupations of any grown children:  ________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.   If people other than your spouse/partner and children live with you, please explain:     
________________________________________________________________________       
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.    City or area of the county in which you presently live:__________________________  
 [a] Length of time at present address:      
 [b] Do you own your present residence?  ( ) NO   ( ) YES 
 [c] List the city or area in which you last lived:______________________________ 
 
 
EMPLOYMENT-EDUCATION AND TRAINING-MILITARY BACKGROUND 
8. Please answer the following questions about your current job; indicate if unemployed:  
    [a] Employer: ______________________________________________________ 
          [b] Location:  ______________________________________________________ 
    [c] Job Title:   ______________________________________________________ 
    [d] Length Of Employment: ___________________________________________ 
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          [e] What are your duties and responsibilities at work? ______________________ 
               ______________________________________________________________ 
  ______________________________________________________________ 
          [f]  Do you supervise or have you ever supervised other employees?   
   ( ) NO   ( ) YES 
          [g]  Do you find supervision difficult?  Please explain:       
  ______________________________________________________________ 
               _______________________________________________________________ 
          [h]  If you are unemployed, or disabled, what was your occupation? 
  ______________________________________________________________ 
               _______________________________________________________________ 
 
9.  List the general types of jobs you have had or work you have done as an adult.  
Indicate if you have been in business for yourself.  Please include as many jobs as you can 
remember.  If you are presently retired, please list occupations preceding your retirement. 
 

City Length Of Job 
(e.g., 1974-76) 

Job Description Job Title 

    

    

    

    
 
10.  Please list the current employer and type of work of spouse/domestic partner, if retired, 
please list previous occupations: 
_________________________________________________________________________  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
11.  Have you ever served in the armed forces?  ( ) NO   ( ) YES 

 [a] If "yes," please list: 
  [1] Branch of service: ( ) Army ( ) Navy ( ) Marines 
     ( ) Air Force ( ) Coast Guard   ( ) National Guard 
  [2] Dates of service:           
  [3] Highest rank: ________________________________________________ 

  [4] Type of Discharge:____________________________________________ 

 [b] Did you ever serve in a combat arena?  ( ) NO   ( ) YES 

 [c] Did you ever serve with the military police in any capacity? ( ) NO   ( ) YES 
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 [d] Did you ever have any involvement with the military justice system? 

   ( ) NO   ( ) YES  
  If "yes," please briefly explain: _________________________________________ 
  _________________________________________________________________ 
12.   What is the highest level of education that you have completed? 
  ( ) Elementary School ( ) High School.  Years attended:    
  ( ) Junior College.  Years attended:      
  ( ) College.  Years attended:       
  ( ) Post Graduate.  Years attended __________________ 
 
13.   If you attended college or university, please list the name[s] and location[s] of each 
institution: ________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 Degree(s) and date(s) received: ____________________________________________ 

 Post-graduate degrees:___________________________________________________ 
 Field of study __________________________________________________________ 
 
14. Have you ever received any professional or vocational training?  ( ) NO   ( ) YES 
 If "yes," please describe: ____________________________________________________ 
 Certificates received: ____________________________________________________ 
 
15. Have you studied or taken courses in any of the following: 
 ( ) Law    ( ) Psychiatry/psychology    ( ) Biology/Chemistry     

( ) Criminal Justice/Law Enforcement           ( ) Mathematics     
 
16.   If you are presently enrolled in school, either full-time or part-time, please identify 
 the school and the level of study and what special areas you are studying: 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17. Do you consider yourself to have special training of knowledge, or to be an expert on 
any subject?  ( ) NO   ( ) YES – Please explain  ___________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JUSTICE SYSTEM  
18.    Have you ever served on a jury in any court — federal, state, superior, city, municipal, 
etc.?  ( ) NO   ( ) YES 
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 If so, please list the year, the court[s] [i.e., federal or state, superior or municipal, etc], the 
nature of the case [i.e. personal injury, business, burglary, robbery, drunk driving etc.], and 
whether the jury was able to reach a verdict: 
            

 Year  Court  Charges/Type case Verdict?  (Yes or No) 

    

    

    
 
 
19.     Have you ever been the foreperson of a jury?  ( ) NO   ( ) YES 
  
20.     Does your previous jury experience influence the way you look at the criminal justice 
system?  Does it affect your desire to serve as a juror on this case?    Please explain _____ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
21.     Have you or anyone close to you ever been accused, charged, arrested, or convicted 
of any criminal offense? ( ) Yes  ( ) No  Please describe: 
 

PERSON ACCUSED CRIME CASE RESULT 
   
   
   
 
 Do you feel that the justice system worked properly and fairly in each of those 
case(s)?  Please explain  ____________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
22.    Have you or anyone close to you ever been the victim of a crime?  ( ) NO   ( ) YES - 
 If so, please describe (1) When the crime occurred; (2) the nature of the offense; (3) Were 
the police called; (4) Did you or the victim file a police report, make an identification, or 
appear in court?____________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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23.    Have you or anyone close to you ever been a witness to a crime?  ( ) NO   ( ) YES - 

Please explain the circumstances: _________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
24.     Have you ever testified in court?  ( ) NO   ( ) YES  - please explain: 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
25.   Have you ever had an experience with the judicial system or any public agency which 
you believe was not fairly handled?  ( ) NO  ( ) YES  - Please  explain:_________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
26.    Have you ever had any positive or negative experiences with police officers or other 
law enforcement agents or agencies?    ( ) Positive   ( ) Negative 
Please explain the circumstances: _____________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
27.  Please read the following list of law enforcement agencies: 
  
California Youth Authority   Military Police 
County Jail     Police Department 
Department of Corrections   Probation or Parole Agency 
District Attorney    Security/Detective Service 
FBI      State Prison 
Federal Prisons     Juvenile Delinquency Agency 
United States Attorney   Sheriff’s Department 
 
Have you, or any close friends or relatives ever been employed by or otherwise affiliated 
with any of the law enforcement agencies listed above or any other law enforcement 
organization (as an employee or volunteer)?  ( ) Yes  ( ) No   If Yes, please list: 

 
 
Name 

Relationship 
(Friend, son, etc.) 

 
Position 

 
Agency 
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28.     Would you automatically believe the testimony of a law-enforcement officer merely  
because he or she is a law-enforcement officer?   ( ) NO   ( ) YES  - Explain: ____________  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
29.    Would you automatically disbelieve the testimony of a law-enforcement officer merely 
because he or she is a law-enforcement officer?  ( ) NO  ( ) YES  - Explain: _____________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
30.    Would you give a law-enforcement officer more or less or the same credibility as a 
witness compared to any other witness, simply because they are a law-enforcement officer?   
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
31.    Do you have any immediate family members, relatives or close friends who have 
practiced law, or been employed by an attorney?   
( ) NO  ( ) YES   If "yes," who and what type of law?  _________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
32. Do you have any opinions about expert witnesses that are called to testify in court? 
( ) NO ( ) YES – Please explain _________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
33.      Do you have any opinions concerning the judicial system, defense attorneys, 
prosecutors, or law-enforcement officers that might affect your ability to be fair and impartial 
to both sides in this case? Explain: _____________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
34.     What is your opinion on whether the criminal justice system operates fairly? 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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35. Have you or has anyone close to you ever been arrested for and/or charged with any 
drug or alcohol related offense, including driving under the influence?  ( ) NO   ( ) YES   - 
Please explain ______________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
36. Do you have any training, education, or special knowledge about alcohol and/or 
substance abuse?   ( ) NO   ( ) YES -  Please explain _______________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
37. Has your life or the life of anyone close to you ever been affected by the behavior of 
someone under the influence of alcohol or drugs?   ( ) NO   ( ) YES  -  Please explain______ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
38. Have you had any experience with power boats?   ( ) NO   ( ) YES  -  Please explain   
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
39. Have you had any experience with sail boats?   ( ) NO   ( ) YES  -   Please explain  
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
40. Have you had any experience with other marine vessels?   ( ) NO   ( ) YES  -  Please 
explain  ____________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
41. Do you have any strong feelings about boating that would cause you to favor or 
disfavor a boater based on the type of boating they do? ( ) NO   ( ) YES  -  Please explain 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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PUBLICITY QUESTIONS 
 
42.  This case is about charges brought by the Lake County District Attorney’s Office 
against Bismarck Dinius in connection with the death of Lynn Thornton in a fatal boating 
accident that took place on Clear Lake.  It is alleged that on the night of April 29, 2006, Mr. 
Dinius was the operator of a sailboat involved in a collision with a motor boat on Clear Lake, 
during which a female passenger on the sailboat died of injuries sustained in the collision.  
This section of the questionnaire will ask you about what you have heard about this case 
and the defendant. 
 
Have you read or heard anything about this case?  If so, what do you remember and where 
and when did you learn of it?  
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
43.  Do you have any personal knowledge of, or have you had any involvement with this 
case?  ( ) NO  ( ) YES   If YES, please describe how you gained the knowledge, and the 
scope of your knowledge and/or involvement.  ___________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
44.  Have you had conversations about this case with any family members, friends, 
neighbors, people at work or anyone else?  ( ) NO   ( ) YES  - Please explain 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
45.  Based upon what you have read or heard, have you formed any opinions about the 
case or about the guilt or innocence of the accused person, Mr. Dinius?  ( ) NO  ( ) YES 
If Yes, what opinions have you formed?  ________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________       
_________________________________________________________________________      
_________________________________________________________________________       
_________________________________________________________________________       
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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46.  Do you believe that you can set those opinions aside and that you will be able to decide 
this case based solely and entirely on the evidence presented during the trial?          
_________________________________________________________________________       
_________________________________________________________________________       
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
47. Has any information you have heard, seen, or read about this case caused you to 
think it would be difficult to be fair and impartial as a juror to either side?                          
( ) NO   ( ) YES  -  Explain:____________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONCLUDING QUESTIONS 
 
48.    Do you find it ( ) difficult, ( ) somewhat difficult, ( ) not difficult to sit in judgment of your 
fellow citizen?  Explain: ________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________   
 
49.    Do you have any philosophic, spiritual or religious views that may affect your service as a 
juror in this case?  ( ) NO   ( ) YES  - Please explain_________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
50.   Do you know of any reason why you would not be a completely open-minded and 
impartial juror in this case?     ( ) NO  ( ) YES  
Explain:_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
51.  Do you anticipate working at your job while serving as a juror?    ( ) NO   ( ) YES    
please explain:_____________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
52. Do you have any specific problems at home or on the job that might make you lose your 
concentration during the trial? Do you have any physical disability which might make it 
difficult for you to hear witnesses testify, to see and examine evidence, or to sit for long 
periods of time?    ( ) NO   ( ) YES  -  Explain:_____________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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53. What is the condition of your hearing and eyesight?  ___________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________   
 
54. Are you taking any medication that would interfere with your abilities to serve as a juror?  
If so, state what kind? _________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
55.    Do you know the Judge (Hon. J. Michael Byrne), the Prosecutor (Jon E. Hopkins) or 
the Defense attorney (Victor S. Haltom) in this case?  ( ) NO   ( ) YES            If so, please 
specify:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
56. Do you know or recognize Bismarck DInius?  ( ) NO  ( ) YES – Please explain ________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
57.     Do you know the victim in this case: Lynn Thornton, ( ) NO   ( ) YES      If so, please 
indicate how: 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
58.     Is there any personal, health related or any other reason why you believe you cannot 
serve as a juror in this case? 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
59.     Attached to this questionnaire, you will find a list of potential witnesses in this  
case.  If you know any of these witnesses, please indicate this in the space provided below 
and describe your relationship.  If you are not sure whether you know the person, please so 
indicate.  
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PLEASE SIGN AND PRINT YOUR NAME BELOW: 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that each of the foregoing responses is true and correct 
and that I responded to each such question personally. 
 
DATE: _________ 
     __________________________________ 
     Sign your name     
 
 
     __________________________________ 
     PRINT YOUR NAME 
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CONTINUED AND ADDITIONAL COMMENTS (PLEASE LIST THE NUMBER OF THE 
QUESTION YOU ARE COMPLETING):    
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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LIST OF POTENTIAL WITNESSES (ALL OF THESE WITNESSES MAY NOT BE CALLED) 
 
ELIZABETH ALBERS, M.D.   TOM HARMON 
TIMOTHY APPEL     LADONNA HARTMAN 
JOHN ARNDT       Dep. DEBRA HAYMART 
Captain JAMES BAUMAN     DA Inv. RICHARD HIGINBOTHAM  
TOBY BAXTER     Sgt. MARK HOFFMAN 
JAMES BELAND     SCOTT JENSEN 
JOSEPH BERGER     COLIN JOHNSON 
Lt. CECIL BROWN     DOUG JONES 
WILLIAM C. CHILCOTT, Ph.D.   RICHARD JONES 
DA Chief Inv. MIKE CLEMENTS   LEONARD M. KANEFSKY 
Sgt. TOM CLEMENTS    CHRISTY KEYES 
SEAN CONTOS     KELLY KEYES 
ANNATHEA DANOS    JOHN M. KIRKMAN 
Sgt. ANDY DAVIDSON    Dep. DA JOHN LANGAN                
GARY DAVIS      PAUL MARCHAND, M.D. 
MALCOM DAVY     MADELINE MARTINELLI  
WES DODD      MYRA MARTINELLI 
HENRY EDWARD DOMINGUEZ   Sheriff RODNEY MITCHELL 
ZINA DOTTI      Dep. MIKE MORSHED   
HANS_PETER ELMER    DA Inv.  VON MORSHED 
KAREN ELMER     JILL NOEL 
JUAN ENRIQUEZ     DENNIS OLSON  
PETER ERICKSON     Sgt. DENNIS OSTINI  
ANTHONY ESPOSTI    JENNIFER PATTERSON 
ANDREA ESTEP     DONNA PERDOCK 
SAMANTHA EVANS    Captain RUSSELL PERDOCK 
DA Inv. JOHN FLYNN    Detective JERRY PFANN 
JACK FORTENBERRY    GREGORY PRIEBE  
RAYMOND GIESZL     ELEANOR J. SALMON 
JOSEPH GLIEBE     Sgt. JAMES SAMPLES 
SAMUEL GREEN     DA Inv. MARTINA SANTOR 
ROBERT E. GREENE    CRAIG SCOVAL 
STEPHANIE GREENE    GINA SEAGO 
Dep. JOHN GREGORE    Dep. PAUL SIMPSON 
Lt. CHARLES SLABAUGH 
Chaplain ROBERT SOLA 
BRIAN STOLE 
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JEANNIE STRAK  
JAMES WALKER  
JORDAN WALKER  
MARK WEBER   
Dep. LLOYD WELLS     
DA Acting Chief Inv. CRAIG WOODWORTH 
JOHN WALKER YASHIKI-JANSEN       
JAMES ZIEBELL  
 

  
 


